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1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
____________________________________) UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)) v.) Criminal Action No. 21-729
(RBW)) BRENT JOHN HOLDRIDGE,)) Defendant.) ____________________________________) GENERAL
ORDER GOVERNING CRIMINAL CASES BEFORE THE HONORABLE REGGIE B. WALTON This General
Order applies to all cases assigned to the criminal calendar of Judge Reggie B. Walton. Counsel in all criminal
cases must familiarize themselves with and comply with this General Order. Importantly, all counsel and parties
must treat each other and those involved in the case resolution process with dignity, respect, and civility, both in
court and out of court. All counsel must advise their clients of this mandate. Accordingly, it is hereby ORDERED
that all counsel must familiarize themselves with this Order, as well as the most recent iterations of the Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure and the Local Criminal Rules of the District of Columbia. 1 It is further ORDERED
that counsel comply with the directives below. I. Communications with the Court. Counsel should endeavor to
keep communications with chambers to a minimum. Ex parte communications with the Court and its law clerks
are inappropriate and will not be tolerated, unless otherwise specified herein. Counsel shall not contact the Court
or chambers, 1 The Local Criminal Rules are available at http://www.dcd.uscourts.gov/dcd/local-rules. Further, as
used in this Order, "days" shall be construed consistent with the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 1 except
as follows 2: (a) counsel may contact the Acting Courtroom Deputy Clerk, Ms. Chashawn White, at (202) 354-
3176: (1) with appropriate scheduling inquiries about the case, or (2) to notify her that the defendant and/or any
witnesses will require interpretive services provided by the Court—this must be done at least ten (10) days in
advance of the relevant court proceeding; (b) counsel may contact the Court Reporter, Cathryn Jones, at (202)
354-3246, with inquiries regarding transcripts of in-court, or otherwise transcribed, proceedings; and (c) counsel
may contact chambers, at (202) 354-3290, if: (1) the Court first initiates contact with counsel and a response is
requested; (2) counsel have an inquiry that is strictly procedural in nature 3; (3) counsel need to inform the Court
of an actual emergency; or (4) counsel are inquiring about an unresolved motion that requires immediate
attention. 4 II. Rescheduling Cancelled Meetings. In the event the Court is closed or the opening time for the start
of the Court's day is delayed due to inclement weather or an unforeseen emergency, cases that were scheduled
to be heard during the times when the Court was closed or delayed will be rescheduled. 2 Any contact by
counsel should include counsel for all parties. Failure to comply with this provision will be viewed with extreme
disfavor by the Court. 3 Chambers will not provide any legal advice. 4 Such contact should only serve as a
reminder to chambers that a motion requires immediate attention. Chambers will not comment on the merits of
the pending motion. 2 1 III. Appearances in Court. All courtroom proceedings, unless otherwise indicated, will be
conducted in Courtroom 16 of the E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse, 333 Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20001. Non-courtroom conferences and meetings will be held in Judge Walton's chambers
unless otherwise specified. IV. Punctuality. Counsel, parties, and witnesses are expected to be punctual for all
court proceedings that they are required to attend. Defense counsel will also advise the defendant, if he/she is on
pretrial release, of his/her obligation to appear in court in a timely manner. V. Motions for Extension of Time. 5
The Court expects the parties to complete all Court-imposed tasks within the time frames designated by the
Court's Orders. The parties should not expect the Court to grant extensions of time, unless there is good cause.
Absent a last-minute emergency that necessitates the need for an extension, any motions for an extension of
time shall be filed at least four (4) days prior to the deadline the motion is seeking to extend. All motions for an
extension, regardless of when they are filed, must include the following (otherwise they will not be considered by
the Court): (a) how many, if any, previous extensions of time the Court has granted to each party; (b) the specific
grounds for the motion, unless good cause precludes public disclosure of those grounds; (c) a statement about
the effect the Court's granting the motion will have on all other previously scheduled deadlines; 5 The Court will
not entertain stipulations concerning extensions of time. The parties must file a motion, whether consented to or
not, when seeking an extension. 3 1 (d) the period of time requested for the extension; and (e) a statement of
opposing counsel's position regarding the motion. VI. Motions for Leave to File Under Seal. In addition to Local
Criminal Rule 49(f)(6), the parties should not presume that entire documents will be permitted to be filed under
seal, but instead should strive to redact only the information that cannot be disclosed on the public docket.
Therefore, when filing a motion for leave to file under seal, the moving party must not only submit the unredacted
version that it seeks to file under seal, but also submit a proposed redacted version of the document for public
docketing, if possible. 6 VII. Guilty Plea Hearings. At least three (3) days in advance of the hearing, counsel shall
submit to the Court the following documents: (a) the written plea agreement; (b) the elements for each offense to
which a guilty plea will be entered; (c) the factual proffer regarding the charged conduct the defendant is
prepared to acknowledge; (d) a statement of all potential penalty consequences of the guilty plea; (e) written
notice as to whether the defendant will be pleading guilty to an "aggravated felony" as defined by 8 U.S.C. §
1101(a)(43), which would subject the defendant to mandatory deportation and other potential consequences, if
the defendant is not a United States citizen, and (f) any superseding indictment or new information, if applicable.
6 This requirement is mandated by judicial policy against concealing information from the public unless
absolutely necessary due to the vital public interest in open judicial proceedings. 4 1 VIII. Discovery Motions. The
Court requires counsel to meet and confer to attempt to resolve all discovery disputes informally. If counsel must
file a motion pertaining to a discovery matter, the motion must comply with Local Criminal Rule 16.1. Brady/Giglio
Evidence: Materials and information required to be disclosed pursuant to Brady v. Maryland and its progeny
("Brady Material")—whether in written or recorded format, or otherwise—must be disclosed to defense counsel
according to the following schedule: (1) Brady Material known to the Government at the time of indictment—other
than purely impeachment materials and information required to be produced pursuant to Giglio v. United States
and its progeny ("Giglio Material")—must be produced to defense counsel no later than two weeks following the
date of the filing of the indictment, regardless of whether the parties are engaged in plea discussions. Such
Brady Material includes (simply by way of example) not only information that tends to exculpate a defendant or
support a potential defense to the charged offense(s), but also information that tends to mitigate the degree of
the defendant's culpability or to mitigate punishment. Also, this requirement applies regardless of whether the
Government credits the Brady Material. (2) Brady Material (other than Giglio Material) that becomes known to the



Government following filing of the indictment must be disclosed, absent exceptional circumstances, within two
weeks of when it becomes known and, in any event, no later than four weeks prior to any trial or guilty plea. (3)
Absent exceptional circumstances, Giglio Material must be disclosed four weeks prior to the date of the start of
trial. Such material includes (simply by way of example) a witness's prior inconsistent statements, written or oral;
benefits given and promises made to the witness; 5 1 information that tends to show that the witness has a
personal motive to inculpate the defendant; and information that tends to show that the witness has a physical or
mental impairment that could affect the witness's ability to perceive, recall, or recount relevant events. Giglio
material developed less than four weeks before trial (e.g., as a result of further interviews of witnesses) must be
disclosed immediately. (4) To achieve adequate compliance with the foregoing rules, the Government has a
continuing obligation to seek Brady Material and Giglio Material from law enforcement and regulatory agencies
that are or have been involved in the prosecution of the defendant or in parallel proceedings or investigations
involving the defendant. (5) The above time-tables, being necessary to fulfill the constitutional obligations
imposed by Brady v. Maryland, Giglio v. United States, and their progeny, apply regardless of whether the Brady
Material and Giglio Material also happen to be producible pursuant to the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure or
the Jencks Act and the time-tables applicable thereto. (6) For good cause shown, the Government may seek a
protective order delaying disclosure of such materials and information. IX. Witnesses and Fifth Amendment
Issues. As soon as counsel become aware that a potential, unrepresented witness has a Fifth Amendment
conflict, counsel shall immediately advise the Court of the situation, so that legal counsel can be appointed to the
witness. If appropriate, such notification may be presented to the Court ex parte. X. Releases of Information and
Extrajudicial Statements In accordance with Local Criminal Rule 57.7(b)(1), counsel must refrain from releasing
or authorizing the release of information or opinions regarding criminal matters pending before 6 1 the Court that
a reasonable person would expect to be disseminated by means of public communication, if there is a
reasonable likelihood that such dissemination will interfere with a fair trial or otherwise prejudice the due
administration of justice. Should such a case qualify as "widely publicized or sensationalized" under Local
Criminal Rule 57.7(c), parties, witnesses, and counsel must refrain from making extrajudicial statements that are
likely to interfere with the rights of the defendant to a fair trial by an impartial jury. In the event the Court
determines that a case qualifies as "widely publicized or sensational," the Court, pursuant to Local Criminal Rule
57.7(c), will issue a separate order regarding appropriate limitations designed to govern restrictions on the
release of such extrajudicial statements by the government, the defendant, any potential witnesses, and counsel.
XI. Trial Procedures. The following directives are to ensure that trials before the Court are conducted in a fair,
efficient, and dignified manner. They are not designed to bring about a rigidly formalized trial process. The Court
will attempt, with the full cooperation of counsel, to conduct trials in a fashion that achieves the above objectives
in a congenial environment. (a) Preliminary Instructions: After the jury is selected and sworn, the Court will give
preliminary instructions to the jury. These instructions will generally include the jurors' obligation to be punctual
for all court proceedings, a description of the trial process, the role(s) of the participants, the presumption of
innocence, the burden of proof, the elements of the offense(s), the daily trial schedule, procedures governing
juror note taking, the process for jurors asking questions, the obligations of the jurors to avoid having contact with
all individuals associa






































