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6/23/22, 11:16 AM Gmail - Letter for Cody Mattice from Aunt April.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=f0de2a0592&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1736377057375882428%7Cmsg-f%3A1736377057375… 1/1

Letter for Cody Mattice from Aunt April.
1 message

Wed, Jun 22, 2022 at 6:49 PM

To the Honorable Judge Howell:

Hello , I am Cody James Mattice’s Aunt April (Evert) He is scheduled to appear before you in your court room July 15,
2022. I would like to take the opportunity to write to you to tell you a little bit about him.

Cody is first and foremost a family man. He has an undying love and devotion to his Fiancé Ashley Choate, his daughter
Kylie, and son Titus. Cody grew up in a single parent home with his mom and three siblings. He is the oldest and has
helped his mom throughout his childhood by stepping into the father figure role. Cody witnessed how much his mother
struggled over the years and would never wish this upon his own children and fiancé. He still assumes this role to this
day. His Mom and siblings always know they can go to him and depend on him whenever they need anything. He is a
present, involved, loving and proud father and supportive partner to Ashley. Cody has expressed remorse and has
nothing but regret over his decision to attend the rally and his actions on January 6th that left his own family without him.

I was shocked to hear about the charges because it is so out of character for Cody and he is not a political person. He’s
an easy going, empathetic and jovial person and loyal to family and friends. He went with the intention of attending a rally
with some friends. The crowd mentality took over the minds and actions of many people that day including my nephew.

If there is one thing in this world Cody could take back it would be leaving the house that day. He has had time to think
about his decisions and wishes for nothing more than to be home again with them watching his children grow and change
and being a supportive partner to Ashley as he always has been. Cody wholeheartedly regrets his actions on January
6th. Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.

Sincerely,
April Evert

Sent from my iPhone
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Cody Mattice

Thu, Jun 23, 2022 at 11:13 PM

Shaelyn B. Whitten  
06/22/22 

 Dear Honorable Judge Howell, 
      My name is Shaelyn Whitten. I am 24 years old and a stay-at-home mother of two little girls, ages 4 years and 11
months. My brother, Cody Mattice, will be sentenced by you on July 15th for his participation in the events of January 6,
2021.  
      I am writing this letter to tell you who Cody truly is, as all you know of him is from footage caught on one day of his
life, footage that portrays him at his absolute worst and completely out of character for him.  
      Cody is my oldest brother. I am the second-youngest in a family of four children raised by our single mother. To
remain financially functional, our mother often worked split shifts, overtime, and two jobs at a time prior to her becoming a
nurse. During those financially strained years, Cody was often left in charge, as he was the oldest. As young as we all
were, my siblings and I all felt safe when Cody was with us. Cody has a fearlessness about him and a naturally protective
nature that all of us found, and still find, to be comforting.  

 Cody and I share a penchant for rescuing injured animals. Throughout our childhood, he and I would often take in hurt
or abandoned animals and Cody would help me to nurture them back to health. I have a vivid memory of myself at around
the age of 5, watching my brother rescue a chipmunk from the mouth of a cat. This compassion to rescue helpless
animals has carried into adulthood, as Cody recently tried to help me save a baby bird. Months before his arrest, Cody
found an injured baby bunny that he called "Redfoot". He wrapped that tiny bunny in a blanket and even took it to work
with him until it finally succumbed to its injuries.  
      My brother is our family mechanic. We can call him anytime for anything from oil changes to brake jobs, and Cody
expects nothing from any of us. All he does, he does out of love for his family. Cody is one of the most selfless human
beings I know.  
      Since my brother was arrested on October 7, 2021, I have taken over his role of caretaker for his 5 year old son, my
nephew Titus. Cody was a stay at home dad once the pandemic hit and was with his little boy every day while Titus'
mother Ashley was at work. Cody being abruptly removed from his home and family created a domino effect of issues,
one of which being the question of who would provide care for Titus so Ashley could continue to work. I proudly took on
that role for Cody and Ashley, in order to alleviate some of their constant stress. Titus is with me every weekday and
expresses to me often of how much, "I miss Dad". Very recently, and for the first time since Cody's arrest, Titus recounted
the events of the morning of October 7, 2021. Cody's son recalled the "loud boom" and "yelling", referring to the flash
grenade and SWAT waking him from his sleep. Titus told me how scary it was, and how sad he was that "they took Dad."
I know the fear and panic caused to his son that morning haunts Cody and that the guilt eats him alive. Cody's daughter,
12 year old Kylie, had spent the previous night at our mother's. So while she was spared the trauma of the arrest, she
never got to say goodbye to her father.  
      I have never seen my brother cry until our first visit at the prison. Cody displays mental anguish over the effect his
behavior on January 6, 2021, has had on his family; especially Ashley and his children. He expresses sincere remorse for
contributing to the pain and distress caused to law enforcement and other professionals on 01/06/21. It is my opinion,
based on my brother's true disposition, that he was caught up in the energy of the mob that day. I am confident Cody will
never place himself in such a position again. I sincerely believe he has learned a painful lesson he will never forget. The
love Cody has for his family is enough to prevent him from ever risking partaking in any action that would take him away
from them again. 

 I thank you for your time. 
 Sincerely,  
 Shaelyn Brooke Whitten
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To the honorable Judge Howell: 

Hello, my name is Amir Smith, a science teacher in training,  

I am writing on behalf of Cody Mattice, who is scheduled to appear in front of you and your 

court on July 15th, 2022. Cody has been a great brother-in-law as I plan on fully transitioning into 

his family, which he has been nothing but welcoming about. I’ve had the pleasure of growing 

closer with Cody and his family, and the first thing that stands out about him is how much he 

really cares about his family. He is a loving dad, first and foremost. He really enjoys spending 

time with his kids as he always has a smile on his face while doing so. I’ve also noticed he has 

assumed the role of protector/guardian for his whole family, as everyone can go to him in a time 

of need, no matter the avail of the task, and he’s always willing to help. He has also been a 

loving partner to Ashley. Cody is the definition of a teddy bear, he may look intimidating, but he 

is one of the most genuine and caring men I’ve had the opportunity to spend time with. I wish for 

his family’s sake your honor, he could be home just because I know how much he means to us, 

and what we mean to him. Never would I have seen something like this coming from Cody. This 

came completely out of left field and is nothing anyone could have foreseen. Cody has never 

been a politically charged person, not even one to really share his thoughts on politics even. I 

believe some of his misconduct can be attributed to “group thinking” as studies show people are 

more likely to participate in behaviors if they see many others doing the same, however, I 

understand Cody is still responsible for his actions. I kindly ask you to take all of this into 

consideration when deliberating on Cody’s behalf.  

Thank you, 

Amir A. Smith 
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Leslie Cologgi 
06/22/2022 
 
To The Honorable Judge Howell, 
 
My name is Leslie Cologgi. I am a college student at Monroe Community College, majoring in 
Radiology. Cody Mattice, who is scheduled to stand before your court on July 15th 2022, is a 
close cousin to my significant other. I have known Cody for about 5 years and have had the 
opportunity to get to know him. It is to my great understanding that Cody will appear before you 
because of the events that took place on January 6th. My intention behind this letter is to shed 
some light on who Cody is outside the role he played that day. 
 
Over the course of the last 5 years, I have been able to make the acquaintance of Cody, his two 
children, and his fiancee. If I could use one word to describe Cody it would be accepting. I came 
into this family at an awkward time but Cody always made me feel welcome. Cody is a loving 
son, treasured fiance, and an amazing father of two. He takes great pride in the role he plays as 
a stay at home dad. I know he has been grateful to have the opportunity to stay home with his 
oldest daughter during the height of the pandemic. His presence in his home has made it 
possible for his fiancee to maintain her position as a supervisor at a hospital and for his brother, 
Casey, to work while he took care of his young son. Knowing how important his regard in their 
household was, I am sure you can imagine how taken back I was to hear he went to 
Washington to attend the protest. His involvement that day was unacceptable and truly affected 
everyone in his family. With him being held accountable for his actions, he has been given 
ample time to think about the consequences he faces. I have heard him express deep regret for 
going and participating that day. He wishes he could turn back time and grieves the loss of time 
with his children. The last thing Cody ever wanted to do was hurt his children, and I know he 
feels that pain when his two little ones express how much they miss their father. I genuinely 
believe Cody understands and accepts how wrongful, dangerous, and blatantly disrespectful his 
actions were; not only to his family but to the people attending and those watching over the 
protest. 
 
I would like to thank you for your time and for considering the notes in this letter. I hope I was 
able to contribute a point of view that you find helpful. Cody, as well as all of his family, know the 
effect his actions had on everyone involved that tragic day. I believe, without a doubt, that he 
would never do anything so ill- mannered again, if afforded the opportunity. 
 
 
Sincerely, Leslie DM Cologgi 
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Kyle Burgio
06/20/22

To The Honorable Judge Howell,
My name is Kyle Burgio. I am the owner of KC Seamless Gutters LLC based out of Rochester,
New York. Cody Mattice, who is scheduled to stand before you on July 15th, is my cousin.

Cody, his brother Casey, and myself grew up with one another. I remember looking forward to
spending weekends at his house when I was little and the strong bond continued into adulthood.
Having known Cody for an extensive amount of time I feel as though I can offer some insight as
to who Cody is as a person outside of the appalling acts he committed on January 6th. Growing
up I always looked up to Cody, from his sense of humor to his ability to take on the leadership
role. I always knew we were going to have fun together. With me living so far away, Cody in
Brockport and me in Greece, Cody always made sure to make me feel included and loved. At a
young age Cody began working and we were given the opportunity to work together on multiple
occasions. When I decided to start my own business I needed reliable, hardworking, strong
willed employees to help me. I knew, without a doubt, that Cody would be perfect for the role.
Reliable is one of the best ways to describe Cody. Seeing how highly I view Cody, I’m sure you
can understand how floored I was when I heard about the events that happened. Knowing how
much he dislikes being away from his fiance and two young children, I was surprised he went to
the protest in the first place. Since the prosecution began and on more than one occasion, I’ve
heard Cody profess great regret in the role he played. He sees the wrongfulness and extreme
disregard his behavior demonstrated. I genuinely believe he fully recognizes how his actions
were unwarranted and feels great remorse. I know he misses his family dearly and would not do
anything to jeopardize his ability to be with them ever again.

I deeply appreciate your time and for giving me the ability to give you a better perspective of
who Cody is. I hope you are able reference the information disclosed in this letter when making
your decision on this case.

Sincerely, Kyle U Burgio

Case 1:21-cr-00657-BAH   Document 62-1   Filed 07/02/22   Page 13 of 14



Suzie O’Brien 

2076 Stennis Dr 

Pensacola, FL 

 

06/24/2022 

To: The Honorable Judge Howell 

Hello, 

My name is Suzie O’Brien, a current waitress and resident in Florida for the last 5-6 years. I am also 

Ashley Choate’s mother, Cody Mattice is my future Son-In-Law. I personally have known Cody for just as 

long as Ashley (14+ years). I understand that Cody will be before you for sentencing on July 15th. To me 

Cody is one of the most devoted and loving men for his family and friends that I have ever met. I will go 

on to explain why these charges are out of character for Cody. 

Cody and Ashley got together right into “adulthood”, 19 is young but they were technically adults. With 

them getting into a relationship my now deceased husband and I challenged Cody to ensure he was the 

right man for our girl. Within this time Cody was able to help our family grow and have us personally 

watch him move into an amazing man who more than loves his family. Cody was the first person to drop 

whatever he was doing personally to go help anyone who called him, taking the shirt off his own back at 

times for them. This was my favorite knowing that he was willing to do whatever for someone who was 

down and needed it more.  

I will speak for my husband, as I know he would feel the same exact way, that we are so blessed and 

privileged to have Cody in our family. Sundays were our day for family dinner, every week and Cody was 

always the first there and the first to offer any help. Whether it was with dinner, or any work outside 

that my husband may have needed help with.  

My understanding, when talking with Cody is his intentions were to go to DC and watch a speech. In all 

the previous years, Cody never truly followed politics or anything of that nature. When former President 

Trump was in office Cody was starting to look into it a little further and just wanted to see more of what 

it was about. There was no way he went down with any intention of wrong doing, and if he did any I 

know he feels nothing but guilt and hate towards himself that he did it. As well as being away from his 

family that he desperately loves and cares for.  

I hope you can understand that Cody is an essential piece to our family, especially his own. My daughter 

works full time and Cody takes care of the home, not the “normal” dynamic but they wouldn’t have it 

any other way and could not make me any prouder. They are an amazing team and crucial part to our 

family well-being. Without Cody physically home it is like a piece of our puzzle is forever missing.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this, any insight this has provided you I greatly appreciate you 

taking the time to consider it. 

     Thank you, 

     Suzie O’Brien 
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