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INAUGURATION RIOTS AGAINST TRUMP 

 

 

 

JANUARY 19-21, 2017  
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Washington (CNN)  —  Six police officers were injured and 217 

protesters arrested Friday after a morning of peaceful protests and 

coordinated disruptions of Donald Trump’s inauguration ceremony gave 

way to ugly street clashes in downtown Washington. 

 

At least two DC police officers and one other person were taken to the 

hospital after run-ins with protesters, DC Fire Spokesman Vito 

Maggiolo told CNN. Acting DC Police Chief Peter Newsham said the 

officers’ injuries were considered minor and not life threatening. 

 

Bursts of chaos erupted on 12th and K streets as black-clad “antifascist” 

protesters smashed storefronts and bus stops, hammered out the 

windows of a limousine and eventually launched rocks at a phalanx of 

police lined up in an eastbound crosswalk. Officers responded by 

launching smoke and flash-bang devices, which could be heard from 

blocks away, into the street to disperse the crowds. 

 

Gregory Krieg, "Police injured, more than 200 arrested at Trump inauguration protests in 

DC," CNN, Updated January 21, 2017, accessible at:  

https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/19/politics/trump-inauguration-protests-womens-march  

(Emphases added.) 
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Also see Phil McCausland, Emmanuelle Saliba, Euronews, Erik Ortiz and Corky Siemaszko, 

"More Than 200 Arrested in D.C. Protests on Inauguration Day:  217 people were 

arrested and six police officers suffered minor injuries after some protesters set fires 

and smashed windows in the nation's capital," NBC News, January 21, 2017, accessible 

at:  https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/inauguration-2017/washington-faces-more-
anti-trump-protests-after-day-rage-n709946 

 

 

1. But then: "GOVERNMENT DROPS CHARGES AGAINST ALL INAUGURATION 

PROTESTERS,” NBC News, July 6, 2018,  accessible at:  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/government-drops-charges-against-all-

inauguration-protesters-n889531  

2. So what sentence should the Court consider now, here, concerning Defendant Shawn 

Bradley Witzemann?   Should the “Rule of the January 2017 Inauguration Riots” be applied, 

and the charges against Defendant Witzemann should be dropped?   

3. Why would the Court treat Witzemann differently from rioters on January 19-21, 2017, 

who (a) set fires, (b) injured police, (c) engaged in ugly street crashes, (d) arson, (e) property 

damage, etc.? 
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