
 December 30,2023 

 Dear Honorable Judge John D Bates, 

 I am coming to you with a sincere heart. Stephanie and I are more than friends, 
 I consider her like an older sister. We met in 2019 when she helped us find our 
 beloved puppy Jonah, which that’s just one of the many wonderful things she 
 did for my family and I. After the passing of my mom, I took on the 
 responsibility of my two twin sisters who are special needs. There were times 
 when I felt like I couldn’t handle the responsibilities of taking care of them 
 alongside my own children. Let me just tell you the support, encouragement 
 and resources she gave me were amazing. Whenever I needed her little or big 
 she was there. Today we are here thriving because of God’s Grace and her 
 Support. 

 I’ve witnessed so many good things she has done not only for her family, 
 myself but also for others. She has taken my daughter under her wing and 
 made a place in her family where she could come and spend time with her 
 children and learn how to care for her animals. Stephanie attends toboth night 
 and day. Stephanie gave my daughter a sense of purpose and belonging 
 when she needed it. My daughter adores Stephanie’s family and I trust my 
 children with her gentle nature, always. 

 Stephanie Hazelton is amicable, loving, and respectful to everyone and their 
 feelings and views and shows empathetic. For as long as I have known 
 Stephanie, I continue to learn and see more of how loving and caring she is 
 towards others. Stephanie is the type of person who lives by  “selfless giving is 
 the art of living”. 

 I know this has been a difficult few years for our country, and I have been sad 
 to see it. But I have witnessed the true person Stephanie is and these last 
 years she has only been dedicated to her family and friends. Please, take into 
 consideration Stephanie’s giving and compassionate nature when making your 
 judgment. 

 Sincerely, 
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 CandiceE .Leste� 

 Candice E Lester 
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January 12,2023

Honorable John D. Bates

United States District Couft Judge

US District Court of the District of Columbia
333 Constitutional Avenue

Northwest Washington DC, 20001

Dear Judge Bates:

Hello. My name is Maria Santomauro-Lewis I am a mother, teacher, human resources professional and a very
good friend of Stephanie Hazelton. I am writing on behalf of our entire family including my husband Albert
Lewis to offer a fuller picture of Stephanie as a person.

We have known Stephanie for approximately 5 years, and we have been extremely close friends for about 4
years. When I first met Stephanie, it was in a settil-rg rvith our children. I first observed how patient and loving
she was with her children. She was warm and friendll,to all who she encountered. Over the years I have gotten
to know Stephanie more intimately and we have become extremely close friends. I have been able to count on
Stephanie to help me with my children, when I have needed groceries due to illness, or just to lend an ear when I
need to talk. Stephanie volunteers at our homeschool co-op as a teacher and is passionate, smart and organized;
honestly one of the best teachers that I have ever wirnessed.

I don't leave my kids with many as I have an immune-compromised chiid, yet I have left my children in
Stephanie's care on numerous occasions. When our famrly fell ill with Covid in September 2021Stephanie was
the first one there with groceries and offering any help she could. I have witnessed Stephanie helping others
countless times as well!

We have traveled together and spent hours celebrating our children's milestones and birthdays. When I think of
Stephanie Hazelton I don't think of a criminal or a threat in any \^,,ay to anv living thing.

I know Stephanie regrets being there on January 6 and feels great remorse. She has told me multiple times that
she wishes she could turn back time. We can only go forward and learn from our mistakes.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. We are asking that you consider all of these facts about
Stephanie's character and have mercy on her as a mother, friend, teacher and animal lover.

Feel free to reach out to our family if more information is needed.

Sincerely,

W&utn*r*{aduvwu^N- d-p*"'t
Maria Santomauro-Lewis and Albert Lewis
102 Nanticoke Trl
Shamong NJ 0B0BB
609-204-6945 madeooch@yahoo. com

alfu-p&t

3

Case 1:21-cr-00030-JDB   Document 57-1   Filed 05/26/23   Page 3 of 24



The Honorable John D. Bates  
United States District Court Judge  
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia  
333 Constitution Avenue, Northwest Washington, DC 20001  
 
 
 
December 17, 2022 
 
 
Dear Judge John D. Bates, 
 
I have been a teacher in New Jersey teacher for 14 years and a mother of 6 children. Together with my 
husband, who is also a teacher, I own a clothing consignment shop and a floral arrangement service. I 
am writing on behalf of a dear friend of mine, Stephanie Hazelton.  I have personally known 
Stephanie for over two years but have witnessed her positive impact in my community for several 
more.   
 
Upon meeting Stephanie, one can feel her warm and loving energy instantly.  Stephanie is someone 
that can be trusted and depended upon, and she often wears a lot of hats trying to be of service to 
others in her local community and beyond.  Her calm and peaceful disposition makes Stephanie very 
approachable and relatable.  She is the friend that would give me the shirt off her back, babysit my 
children at a moment’s notice or drop off soup on my doorstep if she knew I was ill.  Having someone 
of this type of character and heart, I would never take for granted. 
 
As one of the teachers at our homeschool co-op, Stephanie volunteers her personal time to prepare 
meaningful lessons for her students.  Our children feel safe with Stephanie and love learning what 
she teaches.  She is very well versed in several different subjects and generously shares her 
knowledge with others.  Stephanie is kind, patient and supportive with all of the children, which I get 
to witness as a helper in the classroom.  My son has really opened up and flourished in her classes 
this year, and I am so thankful.  As an added bonus of being a helper, I have learned so much, as well. 
 
Most importantly, Stephanie is an incredibly dedicated mother and wife and irreplaceable at home.  
Her two boys, Knightley and Kingston, who have both been on a long healing journey, rely 100% on 
their mom to homeschool them and care for them.  Stephanie is constantly researching and learning 
new information to not only help the healing of her own children, but also any other families that she 
can support.  Not having their mom home each and every day would be absolutely devastating to 
Knightley and Kingston’s wellbeing.  
 
I am confident that you, your Honor, will be able to see the peaceful, loving, intelligent and selfless 
individual that Stephanie is.  Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter from someone 
who can personally attest to Stephanie’s integrity and strength of character. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
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Alyssa M.  Sweeney 
Alyssa M. Sweeney 
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Honorable John D. Bates 
United States District Court Judge 
US District Court of the District of Columbia 
333 Constitutional Avenue 
Northwest Washington DC, 20001 

 
Dear Judge Bates, 
 
I am writing this letter to speak about my relationship and experience with Stephanie Hazelton.  
 
I would like you to know a little about myself first.  I am a minister of the Gospel of Jesus the 
Christ, I am a wife of 36 years, I am a mother to a special needs son and a daughter who have 
received healing from Jesus.  I am a mother-in-law and a grandmother.  I stand on the Word of 
God and lend support for the people in this state and in this country, it is part of what my 
church does.  My daughter and I are in ministry together with the support of our husbands.   
 
Stephanie was and is a major supporter for Medical Freedom for not only us, but for all the 
children in this great state of New Jersey.  Having many similarities in our lives with special 
needs children and loved ones, many in our state banded together to keep our religious 
freedom. I care for my 92-year-old mother in law around the clock, my grandson 2 days a week, 
my 35 year old disabled son, family and ministry.  It is difficult (mostly impossible) for me to 
leave my house.  Stephanie always made herself available to me through either social media, 
text, or phone.  She has in every way been very helpful, kind, peaceful, hopeful, confident, 
energetic, and full of love and joy even though we were in a huge battle for our children.  I 
would make remarks to my husband and others about her big heart and endurance.  And in the 
entire time I have only known her to be a good citizen, somebody who loves her family, her 
children, God, our community, and our country.  I consider her a great friend, I would trust her 
with my grandchildren, I would trust her with my parents, I would trust her with my life and I 
thought I would share my thoughts with you so that you would have a better idea of her as a 
human being. 

Stephanie has been very truthful to me about the humiliation she feels and having pleaded 
guilty to a felony but more importantly she has thought a lot about what went wrong.  I am not 
really in a position to discuss any elements of the accusations against her or the crime to which 
she pleaded guilty.  I am certainly not as skillful as the lawyer or the government or as you to 
understand an appropriate sanction.  I am only asking for mercy for my friend.  Because I know 
her for doing great things for our community. 

 

From my prospective as a woman of God and minister, Stephanie is a woman of faith, class, and 
peace!  My family and I have never observed any violence, bad language, threats, or anything 
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unlawful from her, quite the opposite.  I have witnessed specific instance where Stephanie took 
the high road in situations and has expressed outstanding moral character. She is well liked and 
respected by her peers and me. I can see no benefit to society or those affected by her crime, 
by incarcerating her.  I have been so thankful to God for her.  She has been a wonderful mom, 
advocate, and friend. And it is for that reason your honor, that I hope you will take these 
thoughts into consideration about her character, she is someone who cares about others even 
more then herself.  If you can find it in your heart to be merciful to her at sentencing, I would 
be grateful.  And that is what I wanted to share with the court today. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Carlene Frusteri 
 
Carlene Frusteri 
BOLD: Blessings of Liberty Declared 
wearetheBOLD.org 
973-222-7176 
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Edwin SM Tamasese 
Owner Manager  
Pacific Grow Samoa 
Apia, Samoa  
 
25th December 2022  
 
Honorable John D. Bates 
United States District Court Judge 
US District Court of the District of Columbia 
333 Constitutional Avenue 
Northwest Washington DC, 20001 

 
Dear Judge Bates,  
 
Re: Character reference, Stephanie Hazelton  
As an agricultural professional of 45 years’ experience having worked as a business owner as well as 
a consultant to my local government, the Asian Development Bank, FAO of the United Nations and 
others, I am writing in support of Stephanie Hazelton.  
 
I am writing this letter as a testament to the honourable, conscientious, and compassionate nature 
of Stephanie Hazelton, a person that assisted me in providing vitamins to vulnerable children in my 
country of Samoa to help with their health status in 2019.  
 
She even went so far as to organize with a medical professional in the US who assisted with our 
efforts to help sick children and ensure they were getting adequate and critically required healthcare 
and the correct medications.  
 
I was shocked to hear that she has somehow managed to get on the wrong side of the law. From my 
experience working with her I hope to appeal on her behalf that her actions are always in good and 
passionate intent to work for the greater good of the community.  
 
Her willingness to help me with my efforts to help undernourished children in my home country for 
no financial gain, is a testament to her amazing and selfless character.  
 
I hope that this letter of support will suffice to show her true good character and this testament will 
be considered. I can be contacted on my email address: edwintamasese@gmail.com or by phone: 
+685 7647732 to confirm my statements above,  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Edwin Suliveta Moe Tamasese 
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The Honorable John D. Bates 
United States District Court Judge 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, DC 20001 
 

January 25, 2023 

Dear Honorable Judge, 

My name is Alice Johnson Christensen. I am a resident of New Jersey. I am a licensed Speech 
Language Pathologist in the state of New York and New Jersey.  I have been employed for 31 years in 
New York City both in the public schools and the New York Department of Health, working with children 
with autism. In addition, I am also a homeschooling mother of five children. One child is a college 
graduate, two children are in college and two children are still being homeschooled. I have been married 
for 31 years.  

I met Stephanie Hazelton at organized rallies at Trenton, NJ. Stephanie was very friendly, and we found 
out that we have some things in common. We are both homeschooling mothers.  She has two sons with 
autism, and I work with children with autism. We both share similar views on medical freedom. I have 
attended six medical freedom rallies where Stephanie Hazelton volunteered her time. I attended the 
rallies from early morning until the rallies finished. I brought my children, and we all had a good time. 
Stephanie also volunteered at a prayer vigil at the Trenton Capitol Building. She asked if I knew of any 
clergy who would like to pray. I invited my pastor to attend. He read a few Bible verses and prayed over 
the group.  

During the rallies, Stephanie was adamant that we should always remain peaceful and professional. 
Stephanie would kindly ask people to not hold up signs with any obscenities or anything considered 
rude. She asked people not to chant anything unkind. She asked that the American flag always be 
displayed in a respectful manner. Stephanie often thanked the police officers, military, and our elected 
officials. Sometimes I would see the NJPD officers chatting with her in what appeared to be a friendly 
exchange.    

I was quite impressed that Stephanie was the person who made sure that all the trash was cleaned up 
from the Capitol property and we left the grounds in perfect condition. Stephanie handed out trash bags. 
She made sure all the signs were cleaned up, I stayed very late helping pile up the signs so they could 
be disposed of properly. Stephanie was always trying help people and asked others for assistance so 
that everyone got to their cars safely. I have never witnessed Stephanie being anything other than calm, 
caring and peaceful. I know that she will spend her life trying to redeem herself and not to be 
remembered for this one mistake but rather for all the good she has done, and the person she truly is. 

Respectfully, 

 

Alice Johnson Christensen 
627 Winterberry Blvd.  
Jackson NJ 08527 
(917) 574-4542 
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11 Blue Jay Way 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-855-2828 
 
 
 
 
January 12, 2023 
The Honorable John D. Bates 
United States District Court Judge 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
 
Your Honor, 
 

When I met my wife, I was completely enamored by her beauty. Once I got to know her, 
I was equally attracted to her heart. She is the most beautiful person on the inside I have ever 
met. 
 

While getting to know her she was a single mother working long hours to support her 
daughter. When I saw how hard she worked, I did not think anyone could handle such a 
demanding job while raising a daughter alone. We worked for the same company, Sears Home 
Improvements and she like I was working fifteen to eighteen hours a day and driving 
approximately one thousand miles per week. Stephanie did not permit these long hours and 
demanding schedule to take away from her quality time with her daughter. She always found 
time to pick her up from school, take her to swim meets, help her with her schoolwork, and even 
take her to social gathering and showered her with love. I do not think anyone else would be 
able to do what she did, but her daughter was her priority. As we continued our courtship, I 
knew that this is the woman I would like to be the mother of my children. Her level of love and 
commitment was something I had never encountered and exceeded the dreams I had for my 
own family. 
 
 As expected, Stephanie has been an exceptional mother to our two boys. Her life is 
dedicated to them. When they were diagnosed on the autism spectrum, she spent countless 
hours researching resources for them. Her tireless efforts in placing them in special therapies, 
improving their nutrition, finding the right doctors and other treatments have improved their 
condition dramatically and have us optimistic for their long-term future. She has them in 
countless activities and provides them with educational opportunities daily. Her devotion to them 
is unending. 
 
The same love Stephanie has for our family, she extends to friends and strangers alike.  
Recently, Stephanie learned that an acquaintance who was in an abusive relationship was 
abandoned by her husband. Penniless and alone with her child being severely autistic, 
Stephanie stepped in to provide her with food and clothing and helped her find a place to stay 
gave financial assistance from our grocery money. She even identified an attorney to help the 
woman protect her rights. She has done similar things for other mothers, even as far as helping 
provide Christmas presents for another abused single mother’s five children and has been 
involved in clothing and food drives in Newark and shoe drives for children. Stephanie is always 
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concerned with helping anyone she can. It is not just our family; she tries to make her mark in 
this world by helping as many people as she can.  
 
I can tell you that my wife would not hurt a fly and this is literal statement. When we had mice, 
she bought every live catch trap she could find, and we caught over 30 mice painstakingly as 
she wanted to keep the families together before release. It was an impossible project with a fish 
tank but she accomplished it and managed not kill one mouse. She loves animals so much that 
we fostered many dozens of dogs and found them loving homes. If there is an animal or person 
to save, she will save them. She has always been my hero in so many ways. 
 
At one time Stephanie’s daughter was an adult in college, and her daughter’s father Chris, 
needed money for an interview suit, and his resume constructed. He was hoping to get a better 
job and Stephanie didn’t hesitate to lend him money for his suit and asked me to write his 
resume for him. I also didn’t hesitate to assist Chris led by my wife’s unending ability to show 
generosity to those who may have never reciprocate it. We even invited him for Christmas and 
he spent the holidays with us when their daughter came home from college at my wife’s urging 
because family is important to her.   
 
 When Stephanie came back from Washington one of the first things, she shared with me 
was that she was sorry she went and so very sorry that she put our family in jeopardy. She was 
so tearful about how horrible the day had been for everyone involved and the entire country. 
She was distraught that anyone had been injured or lost their lives and knew that the day would 
continue to hurt us all. She wishes she had not gone and participated in any of it. She is 
accepting responsibility and she will spend the rest of her life using this experience to educate 
and help others properly understand their civic responsibilities.  
 
 Together as a family we constructed a model of the Capital, Supreme Court and White 
House for the boy’s history project. Although, we almost skipped the project because of the 
solemn memories of that day, we decided to honor these buildings by giving them the reference 
that they deserved, and it was a healing project for us all.   
 
 My job for the last 10 years, as a sales manager, has had me on the road most weeks 
and I am often only able to be home on weekends. The bulk of the responsibility for our boys 
has always fallen on my wife’s shoulders. I work long hours and travel so Stephanie holds the 
family together when I am not physically able to be there. Stephanie is really the sole caretaker 
of our children and our animals. She provides for our two boys’ care, schooling, activities, 
supplements, education, and stability so that I can work to support us. Our family would suffer 
significantly without her. We pray for your mercy and the opportunity to move forward as a 
family. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
JEFF HAZELTON 
 
Jeff Hazelton 
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