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FEDERAL COMMUNITY DEFENDER OFFICE
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

FEDERAL COURT DIVISION - DEFENDER ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA

SUITE 540 WEST -- THE CURTIS
601 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

LEIGH M. SKIPPER PHONE NUMBER (215) 928-1100 HELEN A. MARINO
CHIEF FEDERAL DEFENDER FAXNUMBER  (215)928-1112 FIRST ASSISTANT FEDERAL
FAXNUMBER  (215)928-0822 DEFENDER

FAX NUMBER (215)861-3159

July 9, 2021
The Honorable G. Michael Harvey
Magistrate Court Judge
U.S. District Court - District of Columbia

333 Constitution Avenue
N.W. Washington, D.C. 20001

RE: United States v. Robert Morss Criminal No. 21-40

Dear Judge Harvey:

Attached please find Defense Exhibits A through H that we intend to introduce at the bail
hearing scheduled for July 13, 2021.

The following witnesses will be called by the defense during the bail hearing:

1. Andrew Morss, father;
. Angela Morss, mother; and
3. Michael Rossin, friend and former United States Army Ranger.

Respectfully submitted,

/q/mwu/?%g@/

KATHLEEN M. GAUGHAN
Assistant Federal Defender

KMG/se
Att.

cc: Melissa Jackson, Assistant United States Attorney
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Exhibit A

(DD214 of Robert Morss)
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CAUTION: NOT TO BE USED FOR THIS IS AN IMPORTANT RECORD. ANY ALTERATIONS IN SHADED AREAS
IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES SAFEGUARDIT, RENDER FORM VOID

CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DISCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY
Thss Report Contains Information Subject to the Privacy Act of 1874, As Amended

-| 2. DEPARTMENT, COMPONENT AND BRANCH

=41 5. DATE OF BIRTH (vYYYMMDD) | 6. RESERVE OBLIGATION TERMJNATION DATE
(Yyyymmpp) 20181228

’7a. PLACE OF ENTRY INTO ACTIVE DUTY b. HOME OF RECORD AT TIME OF ENTRY (City and state, or complete address if known)
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
329 SHELBY DR

SPARKS NEVADA 89436

8a. LAST DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND b, STATION WHERE SEPARATED
020075INHHC HHC RANGER SP JB LEWIS-MCCHORD, WA 98433-9500
9. COMMAND TO WHICH TRANSFERRED 10. SGLI COVERAGEl NONE
USAR CON GP (REINF) 1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVE, FT KNOX, KY 40122 AMOUNT: $ 400, 000.00
11. PRIMARY SPECIALTY (List number, title and years and months in 12. RECORD OF SERVICE YEAR(S) | MONTH(S) DAY(S)
specialty. List additional specialty numbers and titles involving periods of a. DATE ENTERED AD THIS PERIOD | 20F 0 = ¥ =
one or more years.) b. SEPARATION DATE THIS PERIOD

11C1P INDIRECT FIRE INFANTR - 4 YRS 0 MOS// o. NET ACTIVE SERVICE THIS PERIOD

NOTHING FOLLOWS d. TOTAL PRIOR ACTIVE SERVICE
e. TOTAL PRIOR INACTIVE SERVICE
f. FOREIGN SERVICE

3. SEA SERVICE

h. INITIAL ENTRY TRAINING

i. EFFECTIVE DATE OF PAY GRADE
13. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN | 14. MILITARY EDUCATION (Course title, number of weeks, and month and

RIBBONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED (Al periods of service) year completed)
AFGHANISTAN CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/ CAMPAIGN STAR {(AIRBORNE, 3 WEEKS, 2012//COMBATIVES LEVEL 1,
//ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL//ARMY GOOD CONDUCT |1 WEEK, 2013//COMBATIVES LEVEL 2, 2 WEEKS,

MEDAL//NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL// 2013//INDIRECT FIRE INFANTRYMAN, 6 WEEKS,
GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM SERVICE MEDAL//ARMY |2012//RANGER ASSESSMENT AND SELECTION
SERVICE RIBBON//NATO MEDAL//COMBAT PROGRAM 1, 8 WEEKS, 2012//NOTHING FOLLOWS

INFANTRYMAN BADGE//PARACHUTIST BADGE//
NOTHING FOLLOWS

15a. COMMISSIONED THROUGH SERVICE ACADEMY YES| X NO
b, COMMISSIONED THROUGH ROTC SCHOLARSHIP (10 USC Sec. 2107b) YEs| X NO
¢. ENLISTED UNDER LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM (10 USC Chap. 109) (If Yes, years of commitment NA ) YES| X NO
16. DAYS ACCRUED LEAVE | 17, MEMBER WAS PROVIDED COMPLETE DENTAL EXAMINATION AND ALL APPROPRIATE YES | NO
PAID 0 DENTAL SERVICES AND TREATMENT WITHIN so DAYS PRIOR TO SEPARATION X

18R
SY

DD FORM 214, AUG 2009 T PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE. ——  MEMBER .4

GENERATED BY TRANSPROC
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Exhibit B

(Newspaper Article - Dec. 15, 2018)
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Exhibit C

(Mural to Honor Veterans - July 29, 2020)
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Mural to honor veterans

Petersburg Lemon to unveil art dunng 100th anmversary

By JONATHAN
BERGMUELLFR
Staff Writer

Don  MacEachem  held
several ambinons for the
Cloyd K. Davis American
Legion Post 150 in Peters-
burg while he served as its
commander  from  2014-
2018

Over the course of his ten.
ure. the Legion's new board
of directors achieved many
gomls, which included pay=
ing off a mortgage, updating
the har, putting in 3 new heat-
ing t)mlndod:umudm

Buxontgoa.l !halfel]by
the waymde was coomis-
sioning a mural to celebrate
vetzrans ajong the back wall
of the post’s social room.
where the organization has

its mectings
MacEachern said every-
where he tarned. he could not
find artsts willing or able to
do it. The Juniata Valley High
School had scveral Limita-
Loas iovolving Liability and
the students work-
ing on 1t dunng school hours,
which prevented it fram
being dooe. Professional art-
18ts agreed to paint the mural.
but az & cost. which was not
& condition the Legicn was
able to meet. The mural went
by the wayside until last fall.
Shelley Ormsby. & 13-year
Unsted States Air Force veteran

NI

Photo by JONATHAN BERGMUELLER

Penn State students Alyssa Lyons and put the finishing touches on a mural
dedicated to veterans of the armed Torces at the Cloyd K. Davis American
Legion Post 150 social room in Petersburg. The mural will be unveiled during
a 100th anniversary celebration Saturday, Aug. 1.

who served under Don while
he was commander, works at
Pean Siate University as an
administrative  professional.
She visited a servicewoman's
coffee bour and, on the off-
hand, asked if anyone knew of
somcone willing 1o paint the
mural. While 0o one expressed
interest. & man stopped her
before she left the gathering.
“Isaid ... [ think | can get
your mural done for you.

the man, Robert Morss, said.
recalling that meeting for
The Daily News.

Morss, a US. Army vet-
eran, assembled a team of
volunteers that began sketch-
ing out the mural, From its
Inception, the tcam planned
to represent 10 wars and con-
flicts on the wall: The Amer-
ican Revolutionary War, the
War of 1812, the American
Civil War, World War 1,

World War I, the Korean
War. the Viemam War, the
Persian Gulf War, Sept. 11,
2001, and the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The team painted the
mural throughout the past
several months  between
other obligations on an
entirely  volunteer  basis.

See Mural
Page 2

By KYLIE HAWN
Staff Writer

The Huntingdon County
Commissioners, during their
weekly meeting  Tuesday,
approved a grant from the
Federal Emergency  Man-
agement Agency (FEMA)
regarding the hazard mitiga-
tion grant that will be used
to fully pay for the coun-
1y's hazard mitigation plan
update for 2020.

"“This has been a two-year
process,” said Joe Thomp-
son, the county's emergency
management agency director.
“It’s taken a lot of hard work.
not only from FEMA, but
from PEMA, the planning
department. EMA and com-
missioners, to complete.”

The specific grant is from
the 2020 fiscal year from the
U.S. Department of Home-
land Security for $52,500
which will pay for the entire
cost of updating the plan and
hiring Michacl Buker Inter-
national, a consulting firm. to
help update the plan.

“We were able to tind
this funding source through
a federul disaster declara-
tion in 2018 due to severe
storus  across  the  state”

state share is S12 500 which
covers the entire cost.”
Commissioner Scott
Walls added there are still a
couple of municipalities that
sill need 10 turm in infoe-

MWEpvi s,

County receives
hazard grant

mation reganding the hazand
mitigation plan update for
the county before they sub-
mit it to PEMA for approval.

“Every municipality i
required fo have a plan, bat
the county is doing a county-
wide plan. and we include
all municipalities in this plan
so they can adopt it” said
Thompson. “This is so if
funding becomes available
{for disasters) or for insur-
ance purposes. they can get
moncy of residents can save
on insurance.”

Jim Lettiere, Huntingdon
County Planning Director,
also bhad this USDA Rural
Housing Historic  Preser-
vation  Grant  agre
:lppm\edfofsﬂ 718,23,

is  countywide
rch.nbxhuuon of bomes,” he
said. “This was odginally
supposed to be used by Sep-
tember 2020, but this will
be extended unal Sepiember
2021, We want o work on
wbout five homes for emer-
gency rehabilitation. which
includes an immediate need,
like a bealth and safety threat,
a home is without vital ser-
vices or 2 sudden mechanical
or structural failure.™

Lettiere said they can get
started immediately and help
out those. mostly elderly.
who bave immediate peeds.
He also noted that Center
for Community Action will

See Grant

Page 2
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Exhibit D

(Legion Mural a Testament to Service)
July 29, 2020
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Friday, July 31, 2020

MURAL:

(Continued from Page Al)

Morss said he went back
to doing his homework and
when the meeting wasover,
he approached Ormsby.

“I said, ‘My name is Rob-
ert Morss and I think I can
get that done for you,™ he
said. “We have been work-
ing on it since then.”

For Morss, 27, of Reno, |

Nevada, working on the
mural is personal. A four-
'year veteran of the United
States Army, Morss said it
is a way for him to honor
those who have come before
him, while setting an exam-
ple for those who will fol-
low.

Morss said the mural
begins with a scene of sol-
diers standing around a
campfire at Valley Forge
and ends with the pres-
ent-day conflict in Afghan-
istan.

“Between those panels:
is an evolution of warfare
with different scenes that
capture the heroic and
patriotic moments of our
nation's history,” he said.

Enlisting the help of some
of his Penn State peers,
Morss said the process of
bringing the mural to life
has been a humbling expe-
rience.

“It has been a beautiful
thing to sketch it out and

7..I..
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Courtesy photo

Adam Paton (left) and Robert Morss worktq\n the 10-panel war mural at the
Petersburg American Legion Post 150. The mural,/depicting scenes from every
major war America has fought since the Revolution, will be unveiled to the

public at noon Saturday.

watch it come to life as

people have joined i he
said. “I am grateful for the

support I have been getting:

throughout this journey.”

.Morss said the panels
not only show America’s
battles, but also historicd

milestones in military evo-

lution.

“It shows an African
American soldier fighting
alongside white soldiers

after the Military Inte-
gration Act, and the first
female combatant, agﬂot\ in;
the Gulf War. i

Morss: said the miiral
will stand as a testament to
everyone who has served,
and those who will one day
serve.

“Tt’s about honoring those
who have come before us,”
he said. “It is also about the
next generation that is com-

ing up. We have left plen-
ty of room gn the wall for
more panels to be inserted.
America is not done fight-
ing wars to protect its peo-
ple and its lands, and the
next generation is going to
have to do that. I want this
mural to inspire them and
challenge them.”

Mirror Staff Writer Rick
Baston is at $46-7535.
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Exhibit E

(Veteran Unveil Mural-August 4, 2020)
Photos of Unveiling
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Veterans unveil mural

Petersburg Legion celebrates 100th anniversary

By REBECCA BERDAR
For The Daily News

The family of veterans and
supportive patriots which has
grown up around the Cloyd K.
Davis American Legion Post
150 in Petersburg assembled
Saturday to commemorate the
post’s centennial by unveiling
a mural chronicling the battles
and sacrifices that have shaped
the nation and preserved its
principals.

The 10-panel painting pays
mibute to America’s war vet-
erans who served over the past
244 years, from the Revolu-
tionary War to the battles in the
Middle East.

The lead artist, Robert
Morss, hails from Reno, Neva-
da, and served three tours in
Afghanistan as an U.S. Army
Ranger. He's now a Penn State
University student, slated to
graduate in the fall with degrees
in secondary education. history
and political science.

Morss recruited fellow Penn
Staters to work on the mural,
which was the brainchild of for-
mer Post 150 commander Doa
MacEachern. The crew initiat-
ed their project in November
by sketching out the panels and
started putting paiat on the wall
in January. The group, which
trekked back and forth between
State College and Petersburg
for seven months, finalized
the mural Friday morning just

tion.

=

Mary Ann (Davis) Metz, niece of American Le
K. Davis, unveiled the first section of a 10
Saturday during the post’s 100th anniversary.

said. “For 100 years, this place
has stood to be a safeguard for
veterans, wandering souls and
for those who nced a place to
catl home.”

Morss thanked Post 150's
members and officers for their
stewardship over the past cen-

and it will stand for another 100
years.”

Shelly Ormsby, Post 150
treasurer, served as emcee and
introduced  the  community
members who were selected to
uaveil each of the panels.

Photo by REBECCA BERDAR

glon Post 150 namesake Cloyd
-panel mural which was dedicated

in the dead of night, as Gen.
George Washington sits astride
a horse in the distance. The
honor of unveiling this panel
was given 0 Mary Ann (Davis)
Metz, niece of Post 150°s name-
sake Cloyd K. Dawvis,

" The first panel in the series, The second panel honors the
ahead of Sawrday's celebra- 1ury.I f s drdic:ued to the American Rev-  War of 1812 bemn the Unit-
. e “I am proud of this place,” olution, depicts a trio of Conti-
It's been a honor falling it he said, “I knew this was hal-  nental Army soldiers warming See Mural
love with this Legion." Motss  Jowed grovnd when I arrived ... themselves around a campfire Page 3
¢ - ca - 7 ——

Filed 07/14/21 Page 13 of 26
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A hand-painted mui now xtn(cgoe

tribute to vmnmfro aH
| students.

Mural{

Conunuedfrm?:ge.l ;j-
ed Siates nndEn;I.uxi Morss
waid the un‘lunl

Heart recipient
Post 150's first

ly'(‘kmsby explained
was shot in France
a3 pursed to health by a

. forld War II veteran
2 A omingstar  unveiled
| 0 al’s World War I panct
hlé depicied an American
ilot's cockpit view of the Jap-
who  apese fleet at Midway. Mom-
missed 2 ingstar,a Navy veteran, served
Day obser- in the Pacific Theater of Oper-
to 50 years, ations and participated in the
assault and occupation of Oki-
nawa Gunto in June 1945.
dedxued to the American ‘The Korean War panel was
Civil War. was vaveiled by Bill  unveiled by Post 150 bisto-
Lightner whose great-grandfa-  rian Gken Butler. The panel
ther Peter R Rupert. served in - shows Marines in position on
the Union Army as an infan-  the front lines as the sun rises
tryman with Company C, 45th  over a snow-capped mountain
Reguneat. The mural image in the distance.
shows a Union soldier cmbeac- The Vietnam Wac pmel
mgld)mgCon!edemesoldna was unveiled by Don Butler,
tam  a veteran of that war. The
two men  panel shows soldiers on patrol
look mmhrlo bow the  through a lush jumgle land-
n-pmadhnduﬁm mge
utler said the

punel hon-  of warfare and its ¢
who fought dunng difficult to grasp

ience
ects are
osc who

was umveiled by

wh

Star families out there that can
tell you the real cost of free-
dom.”

Morss said the focus of the
Vietnam War panel. an African
American  soldier,

n and was

Pvote by '
10 panels across a wall in the meeting room of the Cloyd K. Davh Amsdcan Lagion Post n Pﬂnrsburg and stands as@
wars. The mural was the brainchild of former post r Don

U.S. Amy night cut ofhigh
school. .

Morss himself unveiled the
final panel which hooors vet-
erans of the \vm |n lnq and
Afgl

the realization of the MTlury
[ntegration Act.

“White and Black fought
side-by-side. spilling the same
color of blood.” Morss said,

Next, Scott Heam, who
served in the U.S. Army for
21 years, from June 1982 to
November 2003. unveiled the
eighth panel, dedicated to the
first Gulf War, Morss shared
that the panel honors female
combatants by depicting a
woman pilot, and also the sup-
port personnel working behind
the sceoes.

the Sept. 11, 2001, terrocist
attacks, with smoke billowing
from twin towers of the World
Trade Center in New York City.
For this panel. the artists incor-
ated the Coast Guard ship
iper which rendered aid in
ew Yoek City area fol-
lowing the attack. Onboard that
ship was Shelly Ormsby's hus-
band, Brett, who had the honot
aof vaveiling the panel.

Morss said the panel is titled
“Toe Day the W Stood
S4ll” and shared how he, as a
third grade student, watched
the second plane hit the WTC
live on television. The attacks
led to the second Gulf War and
subsequent conflict in Afghan-
istan  which Morss  himself
would join as a member of the

the pancl to lqs fellow Rang-

ers, in particular Sgt. Thomas
McPherson, killed in action at
age 26 during beavy firefight
Ghanzi Proviace Oct. 12, 2012.
“There a lot of Easter
hidad "
Morss sai X the
aydience 1 a closer look.
For example, the constellation
seen ove: in the night sky
of the 1, is the same
ooc in the sky i panc!
Each panel also shows the evo-

lution of arms, from the mus-
kets of the Revolution. to the
state-of the-art weaponry with
which today’s combatants are

ding
or ca.n'ymg 2 book. He said
the book 18 to interpre-
tation and could be a Bible to
represent someone’s faith orle
manual of rules and regulations
whmhspcxbmmkmdpm—
posculmcmberohheumcd
services.
Morss ptm:d two chal-
Icngu 10 the roughly 80 per-
ns fn antendance. Speaking
u l future history teacher,
Morss’s first chailenged the
auduncc\odot.hﬂrpmmcdu—
c.;nnx upeoaing  generati
tbemnonshmorymd
the many and varied sactificgs
made by veterans 1o easue the
nation’s preservation.

i A Py

Oct 4, 1918, at Moat Blaoc,
France. Davis was 23 years old
Bom Dec. 30, 1393, in the
Shavers Croek Valley, the som of
Elmer and Ella (Kocher) Davis
and brother of Exmest and Earl
Dmﬂemupmmehm-
ily farm in West Township and
attended  Petersburg  schools,
graduating in 1914, According
maDec.Z.lNB.upcﬂmlhc
Altoona  Times, Davis
aed from Juniata Coﬂege in

1917 and enlisted with the US.

Marine Corps lune 29, 1917, in

euwhufimﬂyfwmehn
during ltj:nﬂhy leave
ng out for France
higer '3
0n0a.4. 1918,Clcydnnd

d by a team of Penn State

mmn“mlﬂlmc'(dﬂmp—
tion). The company was

down for about four hours by
the Germans on this baren
stretch of land with only scat-

*red weods foc cover, when
they were attacked by 1 Germaa

aircraft which strafed the Amer-
icans with machine guo Are. At

this moment, David paid the
L sacnifice

supreme for his coun-
oy,

Davis was initially buried in

Cemetery in West Townthip in
1921,

The Cloyd K. Davis Post 150
was chartered Aug. 1, 1920, Jess
than one year after Conogress
chartered the American Legion
organization. Post 150 beld
first meetings in the bomes of its
ofticers and directors, then set-
tled into the Odd Feliows Hall
above the old U.S. Post Office.
Meetings were suspended from
1941 through 1945 while Amer-
ican was again at war. Post 150
resumed its activities in 1946,

Post 150 relocated several
times. occupying the second
floor of Anderson Home and
Supply n Petersburg and Eva
Kirkpatrick®s store room, before
building a home all its own. Post
150 purchased two and one-half
ios on King Street in Peters-
burg in 1961 and started reno-
vating the property July 17 of
that year. Post 150 has remained
at this location ever since,
Rebecca can be reached

dnews@ huntinsdondail

uh{msh agumnhc&r-

ar

& O
news.com.
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Exhibit F

(Letters from Penn State University)
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PENNSTATE
Offtee of Cumcutum at Instructioe Field, Experiences Phone. 814-863-1734
College of Education Fax &14-863-1927
The Pennnyivanta State University v oel g e
0 Chambeny Bu

Bniversity Park. PA 16802-3205

Timothy D. Larouere
2156 Robin Hood Drive
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

December 11, 2020
To Whom It May Concern;

I am pleased to write a letter of recommendation for Mr. Robert Morss. Mr. Morss completed his
student teaching experience in Secondary Social Studies under my supervision during the fall semester
of 2020 at Shaler Middle School in the Shaler Area School District.

Mr. Morss was an exemplary student. He was very professional in his duties as a student teacher and
strove to meet the needs of all of his students regardless of their ability level. He had a wonderful
classroom presence and developed a great rapport with his students, all of which translated into his
creating a positive environment that was conducive to leamning. One of his greatest attributes was his
ability to prepare and plan. Robert planned very creative activities to support student leaming. He
consistently incorporated a variety of technological strategies into his daily lessons. Communication
was a strong point for him. He effectively used verbal, nonverbal, and media communications to
enhance his lessons.

Robert exhibited true professionalism. He met regularly with his mentor and other eighth grade team
members to discuss teaching techniques and strategies. Robert would frequently infuse relevant
community and school characteristics into his lessons. He reflected well on lessons taught, and always
tried to improve himself as an .educator.

Mr. Morss has achieved exemplary ratings and evaluations. He is very motivated and maintains a high
level of professionalism. Robert will be an outstanding teacher. and I recommend him to you without
hesitation. If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at 724-863-0134 or

tdil su.edu.

Sincerely,

~

Timothy D. Larouere

Supervisor of Student Teachers
Penn State University
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() )
(\ Penn State EHé 3. Bargon The Pennsylvanin State University
President 201 Ol Main
University Purk, PA 16802

Dear Penn Statér

On Saturday, December 19, 2020, for the 396™ time, we will celebrate the
accomplishments of the men and women who have completed their academic programs at Penn
State. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and public health guidance to limit large
gatherings and maintain social distancing, we will be celebrating with a virtual ceremony. The
Class 0f 2020 has experienced a period that will change our nation and our world. You have
demonstrated an inspiring level of creativity, strength, resilience and maturity—all skills that will
contribute to the betterment of humankind. You are to be commended tor your good works and
goodwill as you adjusted to profound changes over the past several months.

On behalf of Penn State, I want you to know how much we will miss sharing our fall
commencement in person with you and your families. However, we're pleased that we can still
acknowledge this important milestone through a special ceremony that will be streamed online at
https:/fali2020.commencement.psu.edu/ on Dec. 19 at 2 p.m. EST.

Although this is a departure from the traditional ceremony that dates back nearly 1,000
years, no commencement is complete without one ancient symbol of our medieval past: the
mortarboard and tassel. We hope that for the virtual ceremony on December 19, you will wear
the enclosed mortarboard as nearly 900,000 Penn State alumni have in the past, so that you may
move your tassel from right to left when your degree is conferred.

Commencement is a joyous time, and as college graduates, you wil! be joining an elite
group of individuals: only 39% of Americans over the age of 25 have earned a bachelor’s degree.
For about one-third of our Penn State families, this will be the first time a family member has
earned a college degree. We are incredibly proud of each of you and urge you to be part of our
livestreamed University-wide commencement.

I hope you feel a sense of accomplishment—not only for your own personal successes,
but for all you have contributed to the larger community. To the Class of 2020, [ offer my
heartfell congratulations. You are an important part of the Penn State family. | hope you’ll join
us online on December 19, 2020, and we’ll look forward to secing you back on campus when we
can safely celebrate your accomplishments together.

Sincerely,

G | R
Eric J. Barron
President; Penn State
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Exhibit G

Letter of Recommendation from
Shaler Area Middle School, Glenshaw, PA
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Shaler Area Middle School

1810 Mt. Royal Boulevard, Glenshaw, PA 15116 * 412.492.1200 * www.sasd.ki2.pa.us

Eric Stennctt, Ed.D. Shannon M. Howard, Ed.D.
Pancrpal A "

December 2, 2020
To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation regarding the professional
competencies and personal attributes of Mr. Robert Morss. As Robert’s supervisory teacher, during his
student teaching experience, 1 observed and mentored him throughout the fall semester of the 2020-2021
school year.

Mr. Morss exhibits poise and confidence in the classrooni. e was outstanding in the areas of
class preparation, lesson pacing, attending to student learning needs, varying teaching methods to reach all
learners and classroorm management. Mr. Morss’s computer and technological knowledge proved to be an
enormous asset to my classes as 2020-2021 school ycar has been year of many challenges. Robert has
helped our department design and implement a hybrid and remote curriculum to facilitate the needs of
students and families as we navigate the pandemic. His knowledge of Apple products and their
applications as well as his mastery of Microsoft products and their use as a tool in the classroom has been a
tremendous asset during this challenging and evolving time for education. Robert has also taken part in
planning and implementing of our departments Historical Thinking and Social Studies C3 Framework
lessons. Robert’s content knowledge has also been an asset when helping to plan and implement
Pennsylvania’s Core Standards lessons and navigating through the pandemic.

During his time in my class, he has made remarkable progress in the critical areas of classroom
management and lesson design. What makes his progress stand out is that he has taught students of all
levels. These classes consist of gifted students as well as students with special needs and learning
disabilities. The class sizes varied from 18 to 30 students. He worked with each group and made the
necessary adaptations and accommodations to ensure the success of each individual learner. Mr. Morss’s
desire to go above and beyond his classroom duties is demonstrated by his willingness to design lessons
highlighting his own military experience for a 9/11 lesson and dressing as Robert Morris and recording an
interview for the students to gain an understanding of the sacrifices made during the Revolutionary period.
His competence, dedication, and professionalism are unquestionable. Robert’s positive attitude and
dedication to his career has been an incredible asset to my classroom during his experience.

Without reservation, I urge you to consider Mr. Robert Morss for a teaching position in your
school district. He is sure to become a positive attribute to your district and the teaching profession.

Activities Director

Social Studies Department Chair
Social Studies Teacher
grayT@sasd k1Z.pa.us
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Exhibit H

(Family Photos)
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