
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :  

 :  

 v. : Case No: 1:21-CR-86-PLF 

 :  

ROBERT SANFORD : 

 : 

 Defendant. : 
  

ADDENDUM TO MOTION TO RECONSIDER DETENTION 

COMES NOW the defendant, Robert Sanford, by and through undersigned counsel, and 

submits the following addendum to the previously filed Motion to Reconsider Detention for this 

Honorable Court’s consideration.  Undersigned counsel received thirty-six reference letters in 

support of Mr. Sanford from friends, family, neighbors, former co-workers, and other members 

of the community.  Attached are the seven reference letters that capture the sentiment of the 

Chester City community. 

 

               Respectfully submitted, 

        Robert Sanford 

 

  

                                                                                             By:  /s/ Andrew M. Stewart         . 

                                                                                             ANDREW M. STEWART, ESQ. 

                                                                                             D.C. Bar No. 490984 

                                                                                             Attorney for the Defendant 

                                                                                             2007 15th Street North, Suite 201 

                                                                                             Arlington, VA 22201 

                                                                                             Phone: 703-248-0626 

                                                                                             Fax: 703-248-8971 

                                                                                             andrew.m.stewart.esq@gmail.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that on the 1st day of March, 2021, I electronically filed the foregoing 

motion with the clerk of the court using the CM/ECF system, which will send an electronic copy 

to the following: 

  

Janani Iyengar 

Assistant United States Attorney 

U.S. Attorney’s Office, Eastern District of Virginia 

555 4th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

                                                                                             By:  /s/ Andrew M. Stewart         . 

                                                                                             ANDREW M. STEWART, ESQ. 

                                                                                             D.C. Bar No. 490984 

                                                                                             Attorney for the Defendant 

                                                                                             2007 15th Street North, Suite 201 

                                                                                             Arlington, VA 22201 

                                                                                             Phone: 703-248-0626 

                                                                                             Fax: 703-248-8971 

                                                                                             andrew.m.stewart.esq@gmail.com 
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March 1, 2021 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I’m writing this letter in support of the character of Robert L. Sanford, colleague and lifelong 

friend. I met Robert when we were both ten years of age. Our families lived in the same first 

ward neighborhood of the city of Chester, the neighborhood know as Chester Park. I became 

close friends with Robert over many, many seasons of enjoying the playground equipment, ball 

fields and tennis courts of the 71 acres that made up Chester Park, the center of our 

neighborhood. Me and Robert attended separate elementary schools but remained closed 

friends year round. Once high school years arrived we began schooling together, both attending 

and graduating from St. James Catholic High School for Boy’s, also located in Chester Cities 

First Ward neighborhood. Over our teenaged years me and Robert performed several hobbies 

together. We were both avid fitness buffs, lifting weight and staying in physical shape. We also 

shared a love for music and would frequently attend concerts together with our group of friends. 

 

After high school ended, both of us found our careers serving the public, Robert working  as a 

firefighter for the city of Chester Fire Department and I as a police officer for the city of Chester 

Police Department. For over 20 years I worked side by side with Robert on many emergencies 

which took place in the city of Chester, residential fires, vehicle accidents, medical emergencies 

just to name a few. During this same period,  I always admired Robert’s professionalism while 

performing in his job. He always had the safety of the citizens of Chester foremost in his mind 

while performing the necessary dangerous tasks while on an emergency scene. Robert would 

communicate with victims in a way which was comforting to them in their time of need, always 

going the extra mile to make sure they made it out of situation safely. 

 

Over the years time has not affected our friendship. For over 45 years we have watched each 

other grow from boy’s to men, husbands, fathers and professional / dedicated first responders. 

We have watched our families grow and thrive together while also enduring grate pain as a 

result of the loss of family  During the 45 plus year in which I have know Robert I have always 

appreciated his intelligence, calm demeanor and commitment to tasks. In my opinion Robert is 

and always will be a good friend, excellent father to his 3 children, excellent husband to his wife 

April (23 years). 

 

 During Robert’s 26 years on the job as a fire fighter, the citizens of the city of Chester as well 

as surrounding communities placed their lives and well being in Robert’s hands. Without fail, 

year after year, Robert rose to the occasion and was able to Sheppard many citizens to safety, 

outside the confines of the emergency scene. Even though Robert is now retired from 

firefighting he still takes great pride in being a productive citizen to his home town as well as his 

country. 

 

Sincerely yours 

 

 

Captain Joseph Massi (Ret) 

Chester Police Department 

Chester Pa. 
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