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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V. : CRIMINAL NUMBER 21-40-5
ROBERT MORSS

DEFENDANT’S RESPONSE TO THE GOVERNMENT’S
MOTION FOR PRE-TRIAL DETENTION

Defendant Robert Morss, by and through his undersigned attorneys, hereby opposes the
government’s Motion for Pre-trial Detention and respectfully moves the Court, pursuant to 18
U.S.C. §§ 3142(e) and 3145(b), to release him pending trial. The rule of equity weighs in favor
of granting Mr. Morss’s pretrial release in light of his lack of criminal history, exemplary
military service, and strong family support. Mr. Morss is neither a flight risk, nor a risk of
danger to his community. Monitoring, along with other conditions of release, reasonably will
assure Mr. Morss’s future appearances before this Court and the safety of other persons and the
community.

L. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On June 10, 2021, the government filed a criminal complaint against Mr. Morss,
charging him with several offenses related to the breach of the Capitol on January 6, 2021. Mr.
Morss was subsequently arrested in Glenshaw, Pennsylvania on June 11, 2021. Mr. Morss
stipulated to pretrial detention pending his transfer to the District of Columbia before a U.S.
Magistrate Judge in the Western District of Pennsylvania. On June 16, 2021, Mr. Morss was

indicted on three counts of robbery, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 2111, two counts of assaulting a
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federal officer, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 111(a), one count of obstructing an official
proceeding, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1512(c)(2), one count of committing certain acts during
civil disorder, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 231(a)(3), on count of disorderly conduct in a Capitol
Building, in violation of 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(D), and one count of committing an act of
violence in the Capitol Building, in violation of 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(F). A detention hearing
is scheduled for July 13, 2021.
IL. DISCUSSION

Mr. Morss opposes the government’s Motion for Pre-Trial Detention and seeks an order
releasing him to his apartment, where he resides with his mother, on conditions. Utilizing the
“default rule favoring liberty,” Mr. Morss should be released pre-trial. United States v. Cua, No.
21-107, 2021 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 44293, at *23 (D.D.C. Mar. 10, 2021) (granting defendant’s
release to custody of parents in insurrection case involving, among other charges, assault with

153

dangerous weapon). Indeed, “‘[o]ur system of criminal justice embraces a strong presumption
against detention.”” United States v. Hassanshahi, 989 F. Supp.2d 110, 113 (D.D.C. 2013)
(quoting United States v. Hanson, 613 F.Supp.2d 85, 87 (D.D.C. 2009)). “‘In our society liberty
is the norm, and detention prior to trial or without trial is the carefully limited exception.’” /d.
(quoting United States v. Salerno, 481 U.S.739, 755 (1987)).

The government has moved for Mr. Morss’ detention pursuant to 18 U.S.C.
3142(f)(1)(A), alleging that he is charged with a crime of violence. As such, this Court is tasked
with deciding whether there is any condition or combination of conditions which can assure his
future appearances in Court while ensuring the safety of other individuals and the community.

18 U.S.C. § 3142(f). In light of the guiding principles set forth above, Mr. Morss should be

released pending trial because he is not a flight risk or danger to the community.
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A. The Government Cannot Prove by a Preponderance of the Evidence That Mr.
Morss Poses a Serious Risk of Flight.

There is no serious risk that Mr. Morss will flee if released on bail — a point the
government appears to concede in admitting that his lack of criminal history and community ties
weigh in favor of release and advancing no real argument that he poses a flight risk. See Gov’t
Mot. 34, q 66. “In evaluating the likelihood of flight, the potential penalty has merit, but . . . the
stability of [defendant’s] relationship to the community” is much more persuasive. White v.
United States, 412 F.2d 145, 147 (D.C. Cir. 1968).

The preponderance of evidence in this case establishes that Mr. Morss does not “pose[] a
risk of flight or nonappearance[.]” See United States v. Xulam, 84 F.3d 441, 442 (D.C. Cir.
1996) (“[ W]hen the government seeks pretrial detention of an individual on the ground that he
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poses a risk of flight, the standard it must satisfy is a ‘preponderance of evidence.’” (citation
omitted)). Mr. Morss has strong ties to his community, including his vast history as a volunteer,
and stable home in Pennsylvania, which is where he attended college and has been living.
Although he originally hails from Nevada, Mr. Morss’s mother, Anela Morss, has retired from
her professional career and moved into Mr. Morss’s apartment in Glenshaw, Pennsylvania to
support him. She has an advanced degree in special and alternative education and possesses
unique skills to assist her son in beginning counseling for his Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
which he has been inflicted with due to his four tours of combat duty in Afghanistan. Moreover,
Mr. Morss has no prior criminal record. All of these factors weigh heavily in favor of release.
B. The Government Cannot Prove By Clear and Convincing Evidence That Mr.

Morss Presents an Identified and Articulable Threat to an Individual or the
Community.

Outside of the unique set of circumstances that drew Mr. Morss to Washington, D.C. on

January 6th, he does not present any specific and identifiable threat to any individual or his
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community. “To justify detention . .. [based on] dangerousness, the government must prove by
‘clear and convincing evidence’ that ‘no condition or combination of conditions will reasonably
assure the safety of any other person in the community.” United States v. Munchel, 991 F.3d
1273, 1279-80 (D.C. Cir. 2021) (citations omitted); see also 18 U.S.C. § 3142(f). In assessing
whether Mr. Morss must be detained on the basis of dangerousness, the Court considers the
following factors: “(1) the nature and circumstances of the offense charged . . .; (2) the weight of
the evidence against the person; (3) the history and characteristics of the person . . .; and (4) the
nature and seriousness of the danger to any person or the community that would be posed by the
person’s release.” 18 U.S.C. § 3142(g). On balance, weighing these factors against the
backdrop of the notion that “[i]n our society liberty is the norm, and detention prior to trial or
without trial is the carefully limited exception[,]” Mr. Morss does not pose a “concrete,
prospective threat to public safety.” Munchel, 991 F.3d at 1279, 1280.

1. Nature and circumstances of the offense charged.

In considering the nature and circumstances of the offense charged, the Court considers
whether the offense charged is a crime of violence. 18 U.S.C. § 3142(g)(1). Mr. Morss is
charged with two counts of assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers, in violation of 18
U.S.C. §§ 111(a)(1) and (2). The government has not argued that these offenses constitute a
crime of violence. Gov’t Supp. Mem. in Supp. of Mot. for Pre-Trial Det. 4 1-2. The
government’s sole argument is that the three counts of robbery filed against Mr. Morss, in
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 2111, constitutes a crime of violence under the Bail Reform Act.

“As relevant here, a ‘crime of violence’ is either: (A) an offense that has as an element of
the offense the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the person or

property of another; [or] (B) any other offense that is a felony and that, by its nature, involves a
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substantial risk that physical force against the person or property of another may be used in the
course of committing the offense.” United States v. Sabol, No. 21-35-1, 2021 U.S. Dist. LEXIS
71836, at *16-17 (D.D.C. Apr. 14, 2021) (quoting 18 U.S.C. § 3156(a)(4)(A)-(B)). A similar
statute, 18 U.S.C. § 92(e)(2)(B)(1), has been interpreted as requiring “violent force—that is, force
capable of causing physical pain or injury to another person.” Id at *17 (quoting Johnson v.
United States, 559 U.S. 133, 140 (2010)). Courts utilize the traditional categorical approach —
looking to the elements of the charged crime rather than defendant’s conduct, unless the statute is
divisible and defines multiple crimes, in which case the Court can utilize the modified
categorical approach and review documents such as the indictment. Id. (citing United States v.
Singleton, 182 F.3d 7, 10-12 (D.C. Cir. 1999); Mathis v. United States, 136 S. Ct. 2243, 2249
(2010)).

The government has correctly identified the Circuit Courts of Appeal which have held
that robbery under 18 U.S.C. § 2111 is categorically a crime of violence. See, e.g. United States
v. Shirley, 808 Fed. App’x 672 (10th Cir. 2020); United States v. Fultz, 923 F.3d 1192, 1193 (9th
Cir. 2019). However, the designation of robbery as a crime of violence does not mandate
detention, it merely renders Mr. Morss eligible for it.

Nor does the D.C. Circuit’s decision in United States v. Munchel, 991 F.3d 1273 (D.C.
Cir. 2021) mandate detention. The D.C. Circuit recently clarified that “[t]he point of Munchel
was that everyone who entered the Capitol on January 6 did not necessarily pose the same risk of
danger and the preventive detention statute should apply to the January 6 defendants the same as
it applies to everyone else, not that the January 6 defendants should get the special treatment of
an automatic exemption from detention if they did not commit violence on that particular day.”

United States v. Hale-Cusanelli, --- F.4d ---, 2021 U.S. App. LEXIS 20071, at *16 (D.C. Cir.
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July 7, 2021). Thus, remaining faithful to the application of the Bail Reform Act’s factors, no
per se rules apply to January 6 defendants based on whether they committed acts of violence in
the Capitol Building.

The charged offenses are undoubtedly serious. There is no evidence to support that he
coordinated or planned with anyone on that particular day. Mr. Morss was present at the Capital
and seen at various times on video. During his time at the Capital, he got caught up in the frenzy
of the protest and acted out spontaneously. There is no evidence that he brought a firearm to the
Capital. The three firearms recovered from his apartment subsequent to his arrest have since
been removed from Mr. Morss’s apartment and locked in storage containers in his parents’ home
in Sparks, Nevada, thousands of miles from his residence in Pennsylvania.

2. Weight of the evidence against Mr. Morss.

Although there is ample video evidence in this case, “[e]ven overwhelming evidence of
guilt” does not amount to “clear and convincing evidence that no conditions of release can
reasonably assure the safety of the community.” United States v. Taylor, 289 F. Supp.3d 55, 66
(D.D.C. 2018) (instructing court must “review the weight of the evidence against the defendant
as an indicia of whether any conditions of pretrial release will reasonably assure the safety of the
community”). There are conditions of release to assure the safety of Mr. Morss’s community.

3. History and characteristics of Mr. Morss.

In considering the history and characteristics of Mr. Morss, the Court must take into
account “the person’s character, physical and mental condition, family ties, employment,
financial resources, length of residence in the community, community ties, past conduct, history
relating to drug or alcohol abuse, criminal history, and record concerning appearance at court

proceedings . ...” 18 U.S.C. § 3142(g)(3)(A). This factor weighs heavily in favor of release.
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Mr. Morss is a 28 -year old combat veteran with no prior criminal history and thus, no
record of failing to appear for court. Mr. Morss was honorably discharged from the Army after
enlisting right after graduating high school at age 17 and serving three combat tours of duty in
Afghanistan. He received numerous medals of honor for his exemplary service.

He is also a recent graduate of Penn State University with a degree in education. He
worked as a Veterans Administration Work Study student while attending school and received
exemplary reviews from his Office Manager. He completed a student-teaching assignment in the
fall of 2020 at Shaler Area Middle School and received outstanding reviews from his supervisory
teacher in the Social Studies Department. In particular, his supervising teacher praised him for
using his technological knowledge to help implement a hybrid remote curriculum to
accommodate learning during the pandemic, as well as his preparation and ability to adjust his
teaching methods to students with varying needs. The Supervisor of Student Teachers at Penn
State gave Mr. Morss similar reviews as an outstanding student, communicator, and lauded his
professionalism.

Although he is not originally from Pennsylvania, he has significant ties to the community
after having attended college there and deciding to reside in Glenshaw. He has full family
support, including his mother’s, who recently retired and moved from Nevada to live in his
apartment and support him throughout the pendency of this case. She is fully committed to
supporting him in receiving treatment for his mental health issues. Mr. Morss is also actively
involved in his community as evidenced by his volunteer work with the Travis Manion
Foundation, which develops programs, training opportunities, and events for veterans and
families. See, Travis Manion Foundation, Who We Are, located at:

https://www.travismanion.org/about-us/who-we-are/. Defense exhibits C through E evidence his
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efforts his completion of a mural commemorating the Cloyd K. Davis American Legion’s Post
150 in Petersburg, Pennsylvania 100" anniversary. The 10- panel painting pays tribute to
America’s veterans who served over the past 244 years, from the revolution War to the battles in
the Middle East. Mr. Morss worked tirelessly for 7 months, along with other Penn State students
he recruited to complete the mural in time for its August 1, 2020 unveiling.

With respect to Mr. Morss physical and mental condition, Mr. Morss reports having
suffered physical injuries which have left him with a hearing deficit, and Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (“PTSD”) as a result of his combat experience in Afghanistan. He has never sought
therapy or treatment for his resultant mental health issues. Mr. Morss is fully committed to
seeking treatment and complying with any mental health care condition this Court deems
necessary.

4. Nature and seriousness posed by Mr. Morss’s release.

The final factor to consider is the “nature and seriousness of the danger to any person or
the community that would be posed by the person’s release.” 18 U.S.C. § 3142(4). When
analyzing the nature and seriousness posed by Mr. Morss’s release, the Court must consider
whether the government has “proved by clear and convincing evidence that an arrestee presents
an identified and articulable threat to an individual or the community . ..” Munchel, 991 F.3d at
1280. Indeed, the point of detention is to “disable the arrestee from executing that threat.” Id.
(quotation omitted). Although January 6 defendants charged with assaulting officers are viewed
as being more potentially dangerous than those who merely “cheered on the violence or entered
the Capitol after others cleared the way,” Munchel, 991 F.3d at 1284, Mr. Morss is not charged

with assault with a dangerous weapon under 18 U.S.C. § 111(a) and (b) like some of the January
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6 defendants who have been detained pending trial, which speaks to a lesser degree of
dangerousness on his part. See, e.g. Sabol, 2021 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 71836, at *11 & *69.

The Court also must consider the threat in context. Munchel, 991 F.3d at 1283. Here,
when viewed in context, the only threat arguably presented by Mr. Morss is limited to the
particular circumstances that transpired on January 6th. See id. Viewed within the context of
January 6th, the evidence shows that Mr. Morss was caught up in the frenzy of the rally and
protest. At most, one could assume arguendo that Mr. Morss might pose a danger to, say,
attempt to stop an act of Congress in the future, but this danger would require the same set of
unique circumstances that occurred on January 6. 2021 — rally, protest, Congressional tally of
votes — to take place again at some point in the future. This is simply too speculative a basis to
make a specific finding of danger to any person or the community.

There is no clear and convincing evidence that Mr. Morss poses a specific danger to law
enforcement if released. When considering the danger posed by a person’s release, it absolutely
is appropriate to consider whether the individual will “engage in the same kinds of inherently
dangerous and illegal activities” at issue in the particular case. United States v. Wiggins, -- F.
Supp.3d --, 2020 WL 1868891, at *8 (D.D.C. Apr. 10, 2020) (holding defendant did not show by
clear and convincing evidence that if he were released he would not engaged in the same kinds
of dangerous activities) (emphasis added); see also United States v. Lee, 451 F. Supp.3d 1, 7-8
(D.D.C. 2020) (concluding the danger posed by the person’s release is the “risk that he will
continue to engage in the same types of unlawful and potentially dangerous conduct™) (emphasis
added)).

Here, there is no danger that Mr. Morss will engage in the same type of conduct in which

he engaged on January 6th. Considering his “resources and capabilities,” Munchel, 991 F.3d at
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1283, he has minimal financial resources as a recent college graduate and is willing to abide by
any limitations or monitoring the Court may wish to order be placed on his electronic devices
and social media accounts. Counsel is aware of no evidence that Mr. Morss created any social
media posts threatening continued political violence. See Cua, 2021 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 44293, at
*15-23 (granting release despite defendant’s violent social media postings). Rather, the evidence
shows Mr. Morss continued working full time as a substitute teacher at the Shaler Area Middle
School. On June 11, 2021, almost six months after the events at the Capital, he was arrested in
the morning outside his apartment on his way to work. Simply put, Mr. Morss’s release poses no
danger to his community.

The government places great emphasis on a notebook found in Mr. Morss’s car with
writings including “Step by Step To Create Hometown Militia,” which included names, a list of
equipment, a list of steps such as “Battle Drills,” and notes about “Bring Body Kit/Body Armor,”
“Bring Assault Rifle,” and “4 Magazines.” Although the government’s concern is
understandable, Mr. Morss reports that he utilizes “journaling” in part as an outlet to express his
trauma from serving in combat duty. It is notable that government agents did not recover any
documentary evidence from social media postings or other electronic communications indicating
that Mr. Morss was planning a specific attack for the future or planning anything for that matter.
Even to the extent that the Court is concerned by the journal, it should not outweigh the
extensive evidence showing that the community will remain safe if Mr. Morss is released.
Conditions such as home monitoring, restrictions on travel, and restrictions or monitoring of his
internet use would be more than adequate to ensure the community’s safety. And, as noted

above, Mr. Morss has already removed all firearms from his residence and agrees that he cannot

purchase any new ones.

10
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Viewing the nature and seriousness of the danger in context, it is clear that he posed no
danger to his community before or after January 6th. Moreover, any risk concerns can be
mitigated through any number of conditions of release. If, however, the Court considers the risk
of danger in this case to be a close call, the decision regarding release should be “guided by the
default rule favoring liberty.” Cua, 2021 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 44293, at *23.

III. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, defendant Robert Morss respectfully requests the

Court deny the government’s Motion for Pre-Trial Detention and grant him release on

appropriate conditions.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Kathleen M. Gaughan
KATHLEEN M. GAUGHAN
Assistant Federal Defender

/s/ Elizabeth L. Toplin
ELIZABETH L. TOPLIN
Assistant Chief, Trial Unit

11
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

We, Kathleen M. Gaughan, Assistant Federal Defender, and Elizabeth L. Toplin,
Assistant Chief, Trial Unit, Federal Community Defender Office for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, hereby certify that we caused a copy of the Defendant’s Response to the
Government’s Motion for Pre-Trial Release to be filed and served electronically through the
District of Columbia District Clerk's Office Electronic Case Filing upon Melissa Jackson,
Assistant United States Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office, 555 4 St., NW, Washington,
DC 20530.

/s/ Kathleen M. Gaughan

KATHLEEN M. GAUGHAN
Assistant Federal Defender

/s/ Elizabeth L. Toplin
ELIZABETH L. TOPLIN
Assistant Chief, Trial Unit

DATE: July 12, 2021
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Exhibit A

(DD214 of Robert Morss)
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CAUTION: NOT TO BE USED FOR THIS {S AN IMPORTANT RECORD. ANY ALTERATIONS IN SHADED AREAS
SAFEGUARDIT. RENDER FORM VOID

IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES

CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DISCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY
This Report Contains information Subject to the Privacy Act of 1974, As Amended.
2. DEPARTMENT, COMPONENT AND BRANCH =
ARMY/RA

DATE OF BIRTH (YYYYMmMDD) | 6. RESERVE OBLIGATION TERM!NATION DATE
(vyyyymumopy 20181228

7a. PLACE OF ENTRY INTO ACTIVE DUTY b. HOME OF RECORD AT TIME OF ENTRY (City and state, or complete address if known)
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

329 SHELBY DR
SPARKS NEVADA 89436

8a. LAST DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND b. STATION WHERE SEPARATED
02007S5INHHC HHC RANGER SP JB LEWIS~-MCCHORD, WA 98433-950Q0
9. COMMAND TO WHICH TRANSFERRED R 10. SGLI COVERAGE NONE
USAR CON GP (REINF) 1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVE, FT KNOX, KY 40122 AMOUNT: $ 400,000.00
11. PRIMARY SPECIALTY (List number, titie and years and months in 12, RECORD OF SERVICE YEAR(S) | MONTH(S) DAY(S)
specialfy. List additional specialty numbers and titles involving periods of a. DATE ENTERED AD THIS PERIOD :
one or more years.) b. SEPARATION DATE THIS PERIOD

11C1P INDIRECT FIRE INFANTR - 4 YRS 0 MOS// . NET ACTIVE SERVICE THIS PERIOD
NOTHING FOLLOWS d. TOTAL PRIOR ACTIVE SERVICE

e. TOTAL PRIOR INACTIVE SERVICE

{. FOREIGN SERVICE
g. SEA SERVICE
h. INITIAL ENTRY TRAINING :
i. EFFECTIVE DATE OF PAY GRADE |+ 8 1o
13. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN | 14. MILITARY EDUCATION (Course title, number of weeks, and month and

RIBBONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED (Al periods of service) year completed)
AFGHANISTAN CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/ CAMPAIGN STAR |AIRBORNE, 3 WEEKS, 2012//COMBATIVES LEVEL 1,

//ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL//ARMY GOOD CONDUCT |1 WEEK, 2013//COMBATIVES LEVEL 2, 2 WEEKS,

MEDAL//NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL// 2013//INDIRECT FIRE INFANTRYMAN, 6 WEEKS,
GLOBAI, WAR ON TERRORISM SERVICE MEDAL//ARMY [2012//RANGER ASSESSMENT AND SELECTION
SERVICE RIBBON//NATO MEDAL//COMBAT PROGRAM 1, 8 WEEKS, 2012//NOTHING FOLLOWS

INFANTRYMAN BADGE//PARACHUTIST BADGE//
NOTHING FOLLOWS

15a. COMMISSIONED THROUGH SERVICE ACADEMY YES| X NO

b. COMMISSIONED THROUGH ROTC SCHOLARSHIP (10 USC Sec, 2107b) YES| X NO

. ENLISTED UNDER LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM (10 USC Chap. 109) (If Yes, years of commitment: NA ) YEs] X | NO

16. DAYS ACCRUED LEAVE | 17. MEMBER WAS PROVIDED COMPLETE DENTAL EXAMINATION AND ALL APPROPRIATE | YES | NO
DENTAL SERVICES AND TREATMENT WITHIN 90 DAYS PRIOR TO SEPARATION X

L1 / o

?./ 1

i

DD FORM 214, AUG 2009

PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE. ‘ MEMBER - 4
GENERATED BY TRANSPROC
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Exhibit B

(Newspaper Article - Dec. 15, 2018)
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tive bomework and moments in which be fine if that didn't work out for snmé
would dress up in costume to heip stu- Efthymiou said. “Doa’t feel Lie vo
deats leamn. to [enlist]. There are other ways g
He noted that he wasts his future stu- hero or go to college.”
dents to understand they aren't Bmited
to only learning about history — they can Acceptmg helping hands
make it. too. Efthymiou saw many young men
As the son of two teachers, be wants to out of the army “traumatizec. "and
be a similar source of support fike his par-  people would understand the phsics
ents are for him. mtalmlnth:mﬂmrypuuon
Wwith lheﬁxhuems@LMassurudy adults.
{ir the next phase of his life “People struggle in the army.” b
I'm pumped.” Morssmduuwgha - jummnm from jus]
mne'lcannotwmtnobenucherl‘ in there or not having control ove

ant

Jhatis . <80
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Exhibit C

(Mural to Honor Veterans - July 29, 2020)
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Mural

By JONATHAN
BERGMUELLER
Stafl W riter

Over the course of his tea-
ure. the Legion's new board
of directors achieved many
goals, which included pay-
ing off a mortgage. updating
the bar. puting in & nca heat-
ing system and other routine

But one poal that fell by
the wayside was commis-
sionng 3 mund to celebrate
vetcrans aong the back wall
of the post’s socia! room.
where the crpanization has
iy meclngs

MacEachern sald every-
where he tarned, he could not
find arusts williag or able 10
do it. The Juniata Valley High
School had several limita-
ticas imvolving Liability and
required the siudents work-
ing on 1t dunag schoo! hours,
which prevented it from
being dooe. Professiooal an-
15t agreed to pant the mural,
but & 2 cost, which was not
2 condition the Legioa was
able §o meet. The mural weat
by the wayude until Jas fall

Sbelley Ormsby, a i3-year
United States Air Force veteran

to honor v

Petersburg Legion to unveil art during

Your Hometown Newspaper

Photo by

By KYLIE HAWN
Staff Writer

The Huntingdon County
Commissioners. during their
weekly meeting  Tuesday.
approved a grant from the
Federal  Emergency  Muan-
agement  Agency (FEMA)
regarding the hazard mitiga-
lon grant thal will be used
10 fully pay for the coun-
ty's hazard mitigation glan
upedate for 2020.

‘“This has been a rwo-year
process,” suid Joe Thomp-
son, the county's emetgency
management agency director.
“It's taken a fox of hard work,
not only trom FEMA. but
from PEMA, the planning
depatment. EMA and come
nissioners, (o compiete

The specific grant is from
the 2020 fiscal yeur from the

Penn State students Alyssa Lyons and put the finishing touches on a mural
dedicatad to veterans of the armed forces at the Cioyd K. Davis American
Legion Post 150 social room in Patersburg. The mural will be unveiled during | cost of updadng the plan and
a 100th anniversary celebration Saturday, Aug. 1.

who served under Don while
he was commander, works &t
Peon State University as an
administative  professional.
Sbe visited 2 seryviceworan's
colfee hour and, on the off-
hand, asked if anyone knew of
someone willing to paint the
mural. While 0o ooc expressed
interest, @ man sk her
before she left the gathering.
“1 said ... | think I can get
your mural done for you”

the man, Rebert Mons, said,
recalling that mecting for
The Daily News.

Morss. a US. Army vet-
eran. assembled a team of
volunteers that began sheich-
ing out the mural. From its
inception, the team plunned
to represent 10 wars and con-
ficts on the wall: The Amer-
ican Revolutionary War, the
War of 1812, the American

Civil War. World War 1,

World War i, the Korean |
War. the Viemam War the
Persiun Gulf War, Scpt. 1,
2001. and the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The team painted the
mural throughout the past |
several months  between |
other  obligations on an
cotirely  volunteer hasis. |

See Mural
Page 2

LS. Dep of Heme-
land Security for 352,504
which will pay for the entire

hinng Michsel Baker [nter-
nativnal, x consulting firm. to
help update the plan.

“We were able to find
this funding source through
a federal disaster declara-
tion in 2018 due to severe
storms  across  the  state”
said Thompsor “The feder-
sl share is $30.000. and the
state share is 512800, which
covers the entire cost.”

Commissioner Scott
Walls added there are sill a
coupie of municipalities that
still need o turn in infor-

eterans County receives:
100th anniversary | hazard grant

mation regarding the hazard
mitigaion plan update for
the county before they sub-
mit it to PEMA for approval,

“Every municipality is
required to have a plan, but
the county is downg & county-
wide plan. and we include
all municipalities in this plan
s0 they can adopt it said

son. “This is so if
funding becomes available
(for disasters) o for insur-
ance purposes, they can get
money or residents can save
on tasurance.”

Jim Leiere. Huntingdon
County Plagning Director,
also had this USDA Reral
Housing  Historic  Preser-
sauon Grant  ayreement
approved for $71,718.2%

“This s countywide
rehabilitatioa of bames,” he
said. “This was originally
supposed to be used by Sep-
tember 2020, but this will
be exteaded unul September
2021 We want 0 work on
about five homes for emer-
gency rehahilitztion, which
includes an immediate need,
tike a health and safety threat,
2 home is without vital ser-
vices of a sudden mechanical
or structucal failure.”

Lettiere said they can get
started immediately and heip
out those. mostly eldedy.
who have immediate peeds.
He also noted thar Center
for Community Action will

See Grant
Page 2
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Mural that kind of patriotism and | COUSEE i
P s e ffrr;ll;mbrance,n Morss said. ﬁ;mlly set |
In addition to Morss, one ks 5 oncc
other volunteer is a veteran: However, Morss also tryhiro;ctih
Adam Paton. Sean Galla- wants to be a high school t“t'xe cwest'
gher, Alyssa Lyons, Dovile o.0r teacher after he | siates in
Drozdovaite also helped, c2ves School. He hopes the | swagen J
However, Morss attributed a mural can be used to educate their two!
lot of credit to Shae Rider, oo™ generation. In O
_who specialized in depict- 4 thle we can capture that cnlistedg
ing soldiers’ faces on the ooy this mural, within 20} Army,
tntral. {;eet of historical content, basic tr:
“She’s got most of the opefully a lot of people are in New
raw talent” Morss said. “I going to walk away with the statione(
FoR AT S0y Jeai gt Tiesagee, T all took place AT
SHES ] ARRE Ao asthin so that I can live in this coun- where |
beautiful on the wall” & try and be free and be a bet- | calrese
In addition to vo.lunteer- et [‘Jersgn,”" Morss said. ety
S o e s gsic wht | Gt
group contributed its own erf]ys:d Sl%t/nhgén I%i;%mh; school
supplies to paint the mural. ' o Colle
Morss said Rider, ¢ ol (Morss and Paton) are vet- M dig
Brchsht the bulk : fi)i?rcxi an}:i erans, it makes it more spe- 19‘; 7C‘
cial” L
tools to paint th i P ST his int
mural cgst Legi%r?l ;lnr:lmgezz ener}gjl; k5 glrs[;:b;:allsat;tél_ll gg ids Osi
nexi (0 poghing, aside for he - Morss, *He i 10 bassioater 4 ST
occasi : - ‘aboutthis® = | ing f
vided for the painters. The The mural will be unveiled p&b

element of service behind

painting the mural acts 5 jcan Legion Post 150 at 117 | andr
motivation for the end-prod- King St. in Petersburg. The | serv
uct unveiling ceremony, which | phy

“I'm just blessed to be
part of it,” Morss said.

at the Cloyd K. Davis Amer-

will begin at noon, Saturday,
Aug.1, is open to the public.

whic

Vall
the

Morss’ inspiration comes
from ‘the fact he feels a sense
of heritage with America
and the wars the team has
depicted, him having been

Immediately following the
ceremony, the post will cele-
brate its 100-year anniversa-
ry since its founding, during
which food and drinks will

deployed to Afghanistan. He  be provided to community ‘:I'i
understands the sacrifices of  gyests. :
those who often come to the Jon can be reached at tcﬂ

Legion. \ jbergmueller@huntingdon-
“My 59“1 is bound t0 dgilynews.com. | fl
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Exhibit D

(Legion Mural a Testament to Service)
July 29, 2020
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July 31,

Legion mural a testament toésenm:

Petersburg Post 150 Fiersbury American Lagion Post

{0 mark centennial
With weekend event
Bv Ricx Bosros

“nm:an women hu

& W-foot, 10-pamel r:mnl. with
-dlpmﬂm
the Revolution, is set 1o b
Mlcmdﬂimr

Shelly Post treasurer,
tha mmh&%mwm

~ealization of a druu for the a mural painted for some time.

&

marking
md‘c!nlnnjnl,
beglnning at

“Between those panels |s an evolution
of warfare with different scenes that
capture the herolc and patriotic moments
of our nntlon s history.”

'Ia:kedamlmd but we couldn't

make i ha
'Enter Hol

Robm' Morss, senior education mafor at PSU

* she said. University Park campus.
Tt Morss, a senlor  In Nwemb%r Morss was work-

s FaRA S

X

L e g

ing in the Office of Vet dmr?n;
grams on campus, 4
gathering of female Veterans, he
ovwhmrdf)m!byh]k:* try

Saying
’someone meftion that ‘sh
trying to get 2 mural pa'y 't L

educntlon major at Penn State’s ﬂ“’t nobod» was able to '-'h

saul 1
Seo Mural/Pags AS

'.u
—
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Friday, July 31, 2020

_ 1OCAL

MURAL:

(Continued from Page Al)

Morss said he went back
to doing his homework and
when the meeting wasover,
he approached Ormsby.

“I said, ‘My name {s Rob-
ert Morss and I think I can
get that done for you,' he
said. “We have been work-
ing on it since then.”

For Morss, 27, of Reno,
Nevada, working on the
mural is personal. A four-
year veteran of the United
States Army, Morss said it
is a way for him to honor
those who have come before
him, while setting an exam-
ple for those who will fol-
low.

Morss said the mural
begins with a scene of sol-
diers standing around a
campfire at Valley Forge
and ends with the pres-
ent-day conflict in Afghan-
istan.

“Between those panels
is an evolution of warfare
with different scenes that
capture the heroic and
patriotic moments of our
nation’s history,” he said.

Enlisting the help of some
of his Penn State peers,
Morss sald the process of
bringing the mural to life
has been a humbling expe-
rience.

“It has been a beautiful
thing to sketch it out and

To inspire next ertib

Courtesy photo

Adam Paton (left) and Robert Morss work on the 10-panel war mural at the
Petersburg American Legion Post 150. The mural, depicting scenes from every
major war America has fought since the Revolution, will be unveiled to the

public at noon Saturday.

watch it come to life as
people have joined in,” he
said. “I am grateful for the
support I have been getting
throughout this journey.”

Morss said the panels
not only show America’s
battles, but also historical
milestones in military evo-
lution.

“It shows an African
American soldier fighting
alongside white soldiers

after the Military Inte-
gration Act, and the first
female combatant, a pilot in
the Gulf War.

Morss said the mural
will stand as a testament to
everyone who has served,
and those who will one day
serve,

“It's about honoring those
who have come before us,”
he said. “It is also abotit the
next generation that is com-

ing up. We have left plen-
ty of room,on the wall for
more panels to be inserted. |
America is not done fight-
ing wars to protect its peo-
ple and its lands, and the
next generation is going 10
have to do that. I want this
mural to inspire them and
challenge them.”

Mirror Staff Writer Rick
Boston is at 946-7535.
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Exhibit E

(Veteran Unveil Mural-August 4, 2020)
Photos of Unveiling
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Veterans unveil mural

Petersburg Legion celebrates 100th anniversary

By REBECCA BERDAR
For The Daily News

The family of veterans and
supportive patriots which has
grown up around the Cloyd K.
Davis American Legion Post
150 in Petersburg assembled
Saturday to commermorate the
post’s centennial by unveiling
a mural chronicling the battles
and sacrifices that have shaped
the nation and preserved its
principals.

The 10-panel painting pays
tribute to America’s war vet-
erans who served over the past
244 years, from the Revolu-
tionary War to the battles in the
Middle East.

The lead artist, Robert
Morss, hails from Reno, Neva-
da, and served three tours in
Afghanistan as an US. Army
Ranger. He's now a Penn State
University student, slated to
graduate in the fall with degrees
in secondary education, history
and political science.

Marss recruited fellow Pena
Staters to work on the mural,
which was the brainchild of for-
mer Post 150 commander Don
MacEachern, The crew initiat-
ed their project in November
by sketching out the panels and
started putting paint on the wall
in Janoary. The group, which
trekked back and forth between
State College and Petersburg
for seven months, finalized
the mural Friday morning just
ahead of Saturday's celebra-
tion.

“Tt's been a hogor falling in
love with this Legion,” Morss

Photo by REBECCA BERDAR

Mary Ann (Davis) Metz, niece of American Legion Post 150 namesake Cloyd
K. Davis, unveiled the first section of a 10-panel mural which was dedicated
Saturday during the post’s 100th anniversary.

said. “*For 100 years, this place
has stood to be a safeguard for
veterans, wandering souls and
for those who need a place 0
call home.”

Morss thanked Post 150's
members and officers for their
stewardship over the past cen-
wry.
“I am proud of this place”
he said. ] knew this was hal-
lowed ground when I arrived ...

and it will stand for another 100

years”

Shelly Ormsby, Post 130
treasurer, served as emeee and
introduced  the  community
members who were selected to
unveil each of the panels.

The first panel in the series,
dedicated to the American Rev-
olution, depicts a trio of Conti-
nental Army soldiers warming

themselves around a campfire

in the dead of mght, 88 Gen.
George Washington sits astnide
1 horse in the distance. The
honor of unveiling this panel
was given to Mary Ann (Daws)
Metz, niece of Post 150°s name-
sake Cloyd XK. Dawis.

The second panc! honors the
War of 1812 between the Unit-

See Mural
Page 3

a -

-
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A hand«pllnhd‘mu_m now
tribute to veterans from all

students. £

Mural

Conunved from Page |

el States and England, Moess
said the ive is that of

1150 » Purple Heart recipient
ed at Post 150°s first

1

'%h_dly Ormsby explaincd
‘Hoffrcan was shot in France
and was nursed to tealth by a
family on a neasby farm. She
ﬁd be n:«;w;: achest wound
might have proven fatal

if ot for a notebook he kept

M

In bis pocket which slawed the
bullet.

~ Next, World War il veleran
oyd Momingstar unveiled
the roural®s World War II pancl
which depicted an American
pilot’s cockpit view of the Jap-
apese fleet at Midway. Morn-
ingstar, a Navy veteran, served
in the Pacific Theater of Oper-
ations and pardcipeted in the
assault and occupation of Oki-
nawa Guato in June 1945,

The Korean War panel was
ugveiled by Post 150 histo-
risn Glen Budler. The panel
shows Marines in position on
the front lines as the sun rises
over a snow-capped mountain
in the distance,

The Vietnam War pancl
was unveiled by Don Butler.
a veteran of tt wat. The
panel shows soldiers on patrol
through 2 lush jungle land-
W

Butler said the ience
of warfare and its effects are
difficult to grasp by those who
havea't wormn a unmifonn or
who aren't close (0 somect
who has. =1

Strotches 10 panels across a wall in the mi
Amaerican wars. The murai was the brainchild of former post

_ L 14

"N

Star families out there that can
tell you the real cost of free-
dom ™

Morss said the focus of the
Vietnam War panel. an African
American soldier. cepresents
the realization of the Military
[ntegration Act,

“White and Blxk fought
side-by-side, spilling the same
color of blood.” Morss said

Next. Scon Heam. who
served in the US. Anny for
21 years, from June 1987 to
November 2003, unveiled the
eighth panel, dedicated 10 the
first Guif War, Morss shared
that the panel hoaors female
combatants by depicting a
woman pilot, and also the sup-
port personnel working behind
the scenes.

The ninth pancl porirays
the immediate aflermath of
the Sept 11, 2001. terrorist
anacks, with smoke billowing
from twin tawers of the World
Trade Center in New York City.
For this panel, the artists incos-
porated the Coast Guard ship
Juniper which rendered nid in
the New York City area fol-
lowing the arack. Onboard that
ship was Shelly Ormsby’s hus-
band, Brett, who had the honot
of unveiling the panel

Morss said the panet is titled
“The Day the World Stood
Sull” and shared how he, as a
third grade stdent, waiched
the second plane hit the WIC
live on television. The attacks
Jed 1o the second Gulf War and
subsequent conflict in Afghan-
isan which Morss himself
would join as & member of the

eeting room of the CondJK. D

g G e . >
_-LS_ CALNEWS

xvis Amert
n MacE

can Legion Post in Petersburg and stands as a

US. Army right out of-high
school.

Morss himself unveiled the
final pane! which booors vet-
erans of the wacs in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Morss dedicated
the pancl to bis fellow Rang-
ers, in particular Sgt. Thomas
McPherson, killed in action at
age 26 during heavy firefight in
Ghanzi Provinoe Oct. 12, 2012

“There n:.é a ot of Easter
cggs hiddea m these pancls.”
Mocss said, eocouraging the
audieoce 10 take a closer look.
For example, the coastellation
seen overhead in the aight sky
of the Girst panel, ix the same
one in the &Ky in the last pancl.
Each pane! also shows the evo-
lution of arms, from the mus-
kets of the Revolution. to the
state-of-the-art wexponry with
which todsy’s combetants are

equipped.

Mocss pointed out that each
panel shows somecoe holding
xccba:&ying 2 book. He said

it to interpre-
tation and be a Bibie to
represent someone's faith oc &
manual of rules and regolations
which speaks to task and pur-
pose as a member of the armed
services.

Morss xmd two chal-
ienges to roughly ¥0 per-
soas in attendance. Spuhn;au
as a future histocy teacher,
Mocss's fist challenged the
aud'iencctododzdxpminedu-
caung gpconung  generations
sbout the nation’s histery and
the many and varied sactifices
made by veterans W casufe the
nation's preservation.

%A fn

hern and was

*Second, | challenge you 1o
life a life worthy of their sacti-
fice,” Morss said.

Other members of the artis-
tic team were Air Force veter-

Davis
ued from Juniata Coliege in
1917 and enlisted with the U.S.
Marine Corps fune 29, 1917, in
Alioona.

1918
On Oct. 4, 1918, Cloyd and
his company were positiooed in

rted by & team of Penn State

stewch of land with oaly scat-
tered weeds for cover, whea
they were attacked by 1 German
aircraft which smafed the Amer-
icans with machine gun fire. At
this moment. David paid the
sapreme sacrifice for his coun-

wy. :
Davis was initially buried in

Ceamnetery in West Township in
1921.

The Cloyd K. Davis Post 150
was chartered Aug. 1, 1920, Jess
than ome year after Coagress
chartered the Americas Legion
organization. Post 150 held its
first meetings in the bomes of its
officers and directors, then set-
tled into the Odd Fellows Hail
above the old U.S. Post Office
Meetings were suspended from
1341 through 1945 while Amer-
ican was again at war. Post 150
resurned its activities in 1946,

Post 150 relocated several
times. occupying the secend
floor of Anderson Home and
Supply in Petersburg and Eva

: iek's store room. before
building a home all its own. Post
150 purchased two and one-halt
s on King Street in Peters-
burg in 1961 and started reno-
vating the property July 17 of
that year. Post £50 has reimained
at this focation eyer since.

Rebecca can be reached
ar - dnews@huntingdonduily-
nRews.com.

s
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Exhibit F

(Letters from Penn State University)
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PENNSTATE
=
Offive of Curmiculum nietion Freld kixperiences Phone B14-863-173
College of Edueation Py R14.86%-1927
The Pemnsyivama State Univensity www.ed g psleile
iy Botkding

170 Charnbe
Univervity Park, PA 16802-3208

I'tmothy D). Larouere
2156 Robin Hood Drive
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

December 11, 2020
To Whom It May Concern:

[ am pleased to write a letter of recommendation for Mr. Robert Morss. Mr. Morss completed his
student teaching experience in Secondary Social Studies under my supervision during the fall semester
of 2020 at Shaler Middle School in the Shaler Area School District.

Mr. Morss was an exemplary student. He was very professional in his duties as a student teacher and
strove to meet the needs of all of his students regardless of their ability level. He had a wonderful
classroom presence and developed a great rapport with his students, all of which translated into his
creating a positive environment that was conducive to learning. One of his greatest attributes was his
ability to prepare and plan. Robert planned very creative activities to support student learning. He
consistently incorporated a variety of technological strategies into his daily lessons. Communication
was a strong point for him. He effectively used verbal, nonverbal, and media communications to
enhance his lessons.

Robert exhibited true professionalism. He met regularly with his mentor and other eighth grade team
members to discuss teaching techniques and strategies. Robert would frequently infuse relevant
community and school characteristics into his lessons. He reflected well on lessons taught, and always
tried to improve himself as an educator.

Mr. Morss has achieved exemplary ratings and evaluations. He is very motivated and maintains a high
level of professionalism. Robert will be an outstanding teacher, and I recommend him to you without
hesitation. If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at 724-863-0134 or

tdl12@psu.edu.

Sincerely,

~

T.am% Bt
Timothy D. Larouere

Supervisor of Student Teachers

Penn State University
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L)
Pennstate ;1:: J; Barron The Pennsylvanin State University
fdent 1 0ld Main
Univeruty Park, PA 16302

Dear Penn Stater:

On Saturday, Decenib 19, 2020, for the 396" time, we will celebrate the
accomplishments of the men and women who have completed their academic programs at Penn
State. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and public health guidance to limit large
gatherings and maintain social aistancing, we will be celebrating with a virtual ceremony. The
Class of 2020 has experienced a period that will change our nation and our world. You have
demonstrated an inspiring level of creativity, strength, resilience and maturity—all skills that will
contribute to the betterment of humankind, You are to be commended for your good works and
goodwill as you adjusted to profound changes over the past several months.

On behalf of Penn State, I want you to know how much we will miss sharing our fall
commencement in person with you and your families. However, we’re pleased that we can still
acknowledge this important milestone through a special ceremony that will be streamed online at
https://fall2020.commencement.psu.edw/ on Dec. 19 at 2 p.m, EST.

Although this is a departure from the traditional ceremony that dates back nearly 1,000
years, no commencement is complete without one ancient symbol of our medieval past: the
mortarboard and tassel. We hope that for the virtual ceremony on December 19, you will wear
the enclosed mortarboard as nearly 900,000 Penn State alumni have in the past, so that you may
move your tassel from right to left when your degree is conferred.

Commencement is a joyous time, and as college graduates, you will be joining an elite
group of individuals: only 39% of Americans over the age of 25 have earned a bachelor’s degree.
For about one-third of our Penn State families, this will be the first time a family member has
earned a college degree. We are incredibly proud of each of you and urge you to be part of our
livestreamed University-wide commencement.

I'hope you feel a sense of accomplishment-—not only for your own personal successes,
but for all you have contributed to the larger community. To the Class of 2020, I offer my
heartfelt congratulations, You are an important part of the Penn State family. [ hope you'll join
us online on December 19, 2020, and we’ll look forward to seeing you back on campus when we
can safely celebrate your accomplishments together.

Sincerely,

G | R~
Eric J. Barron
President, Penn State
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Exhibit G

Letter of Recommendation from
Shaler Area Middle School, Glenshaw, PA
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Shaler Area Middle School

1810 Mt. Royal Boulevard, Glenshaw, PA 15116 » 412492 1200 + www sasd k12.pa.us

Eric Stennett, Ed.D. Shannon M. Howard, Ed.D.
Principal A roaupd

December 2, 2020
To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great pleasure that [ write this letter of recommendation regarding the professional
competencies and personal attributes of Mr. Rabert Morss. As Robert’s supenvisory teacher, during his
student teaching experience, | observed and mentored him throughout the fall semester of the 2020-2021
school year,

Mr. Morss exhibits poise and confidence in the classroony, He was outstanding in the areas of
class preparation, lesson pacing. attending to student learning needs, varying teaching methods to reach all
leamers and classroom management. Mr. Morss’s computer and technologieal knowledge proved to be an
enormous asset to my classes as 2020-2021 school year has been year of many challenges. Robert has
helped our department design and implement a hybrid and remote curriculum to facilitate the needs of
students and families as we navigate the pandemic. His knowledge of Apple products and their
applications as well as his mastery of Microsoft products and their use as a tool in the classroom has been a
tremendous asset during this challenging and evolving time for education. Robert has also taken part in
planning and implementing of our departments Historical Thinking and Social Studies C3 Framework
lessons. Robert’s content knowledge has also been an asset when helping to plan and implement
Pennsylvania's Core Standards lessons and navigating through the pandemic.

During his time in my class, he has made remarkable progress in the critical areas of classroom
management and lesson design. What makes his progress stand out is that he has taught students of ail
levels. These classes consist of gifted students as well as students with special needs and learning
disabilities. The class sizes varied from 18 to 30 students. He worked with each group and made the
necessary adaptations and accommodations to ensure the success of each individual learner. Mr. Morss’s
desire to go above and beyond his classroom duties is demonstrated by his willingness to design lessons
highlighting his own military experience for a 9/11 lesson and dressing as Robert Morris and recording an
interview for the students to gain an understanding of the sacrifices made during the Revolutionary period.
His competence, dedication, and professionalism are unquestionable. Robert’s positive attitude and
dedication to his career has been an incredible asset to my classroom during his experience.

Without reservation, I urge you to consider Mr. Robert Morss for a teaching position in your
school district. He is sure to become a positive attribute to your district and the teaching profession.

Social Studies Department Chair
Social Studies Teacher
grayT@sasd.k12.pa.us
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Exhibit H

(Family Photos)
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