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0 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA UNITED STATES OF AMERICA::
v.: Case No. 21-CR-175 (TJK): ETHAN NORDEAN,: JOSEPH BIGGS,: ZACHARY REHL,: ENRIQUE TARRIO,
and: DOMINIC PEZZOLA,:: Defendants.: GOVERNMENT'S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM The United States
respectfully submits this omnibus Sentencing Memorandum for defendants Enrique Tarrio, Joseph Biggs, Ethan
Nordean, Zachary Rehl, and Dominic Pezzola. This Sentencing Memorandum addresses those factors that are
common to all defendants, a hearing on which is set for August 29, 2023. Additional support for the government's
sentencing recommendations for each defendant are discussed in Attachment A (Tarrio), Attachment B
(Nordean), Attachment C (Biggs), Attachment D (Rehl), and Attachment E (Pezzola). The government's
Sentencing Memorandum reflects the seriousness of the defendants' conduct and crimes, as reflected in the
jury's verdict after a four-month trial. After adopting the PSRs' factual findings, 1 Chapter Two specific offense
characteristics, and Chapter Three adjustments, including the application of Section 3A1.4 to the defendants'
federal crimes of terrorism, the Court should apply the following Guidelines ranges and impose the following
terms of incarceration: 1 As of the date of this filing, final presentence reports (PSRs) are not available. All
references to the PSRs herein refer to the drafts that were filed on the docket at ECF 835 – 839. 0 Defendant
Offense Role Obstruction Adjusted Criminal Guidelines Sentence in Level after adjustment adjustment offense
History Range (in years (and application (§ 3B1.1) (§ 3C1.1) level Category months) months) of Terrorism
adjustment (§3A1.4) Tarrio 32 4 2 38 VI 360 - life 33 years (396) Biggs 32 4 2 38 VI 360 - life 33 years (396)
Nordean 32 4 36 VI 324 - 405 27 years (324) Rehl 32 3 2 37 VI 360 - life 30 years (360) Pezzola 32 - - 32 VI 210
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Summary of Evidence Having already ravaged the streets of Washington, D.C. with violence on two prior
occasions in the fall of 2020, Tarrio, Biggs, Nordean, and Rehl hand-selected "rally boys," including Pezzola, for
their return on January 6, 2021. They established a chain of command in which the directives of leadership
would be followed without question. They chose the time and place for action—leading their men to a vulnerable
entrance on the west front of the Capitol when most other rally-goers were focused on then-President Donald
Trump's speech almost a mile away. They arrived shortly before 1 p.m.—the appointed hour for the Certification
to begin. These defendants and the men in their command saw themselves as the foot soldiers of the right—they
were prepared to use, and they did use, force to stop the "traitors" from stealing the election. On May 4, 2023,
twelve jurors found each defendant guilty for their calculated efforts to oppose the lawful transfer of presidential
power. The defendants and the men they recruited and led participated in every consequential breach at the
Capitol on January 6. They began their assault that day at 10 a.m., when Nordean, Biggs and Rehl marched an
assembled group of nearly 200 individuals away from the speeches at the Ellipse and directly to the Capitol.



They arrived at the First Street gate at 12:50 p.m., and Biggs led the crowd in chants of "Whose Capitol? Our
Capitol!" and "Whose house? Our house!" Within three minutes, Nordean, Biggs, Rehl, and Pezzola helped lead
the charge up the first street walkway with their men throwing aside bike racks and laying waste to anything that
stood in their path. As Biggs proudly declared, "we've gone through every barricade thus far." When the police
attempted to reform a line, Nordean and Biggs moved to the front and again led the way. They violently tore
down a black metal fence and continued their assault on the Capitol. Nearly an hour 5 0 later, at approximately
1:30 p.m., when law enforcement appeared to have successfully controlled the crowd by pushing them back, the
men again pushed forward. Nordean, Biggs, and Pezzola gathered at the base of the concrete stairs that led to
the doors and windows of the Capitol with many of their co-conspirators and other men they had led to the
Capitol. They again surged toward the Capitol and overwhelmed officers that had been battling the crowd for
nearly an hour. Rehl sprayed an officer in the face. Pezzola smashed open a window, allowing the first rioters to
enter the Capitol at 2:11 p.m., and Biggs entered close behind him with some of his men. The defendants'
leadership role was no accident. They viewed themselves as revolutionaries, and they believed fully in their
cause. From the start of the riot, the defendants and their co-conspirators celebrated their achievement. Tarrio,
who was monitoring the attack on the Capitol from afar as it unfolded, posted encouraging messages to his tens
of thousands of social media followers, including the following messages: "Proud of my boys and my country,"
and "Don't fucking leave." Tarrio privately claimed credit for the riot at the Capitol, telling Proud Boys senior
leadership, "Make no mistake. . . we did this." Biggs and Nordean posed with other Proud Boys on the west lawn
of the Capitol for a celebratory video in which Biggs stated that "January 6 will be a day in infamy." Rehl made
social media posts calling January 6 a "historical day," and he told his mother he was "so fucking proud" of the
Proud Boys' "raid of the capitol." Pezzola, once inside the building, filmed a video of himself having a "victory
smoke in the Capitol," and stating, "I knew we could take this motherfucker over if we just tried hard enough…
Proud of your motherfucking boy." The defendants' celebratory statements continued in the days that followed.
On January 7, Tarrio addressed the Ministry of Self-Defense (MOSD) members, telling them he was "proud of
y'all." Rehl likewise told the MOSD members he was "proud as fuck what we accomplished 6 0 yesterday." Biggs
recorded a podcast-style interview in which he called January 6 a "warning shot" to the government that showed
them "how weak they truly are" after being "bitch-slapped. . . on their own home turf." Biggs explained that
"January 7th was warning shot to the government – look, we started this country this way and we'll fuckin' save it
this way." Nordean recorded a video of himself describing an encounter with a woman at the bar; in the video he
faulted the woman for not appreciating that he "was part of fucking storming the Capitol of the most powerful
country in the fucking world… 1776, bitch." Their own words leave no doubt. The defendants understood the
stakes, and they embraced their role in bringing about a "revolution." They unleashed a force on the Capitol that
was calculated to exert their political will on elected officials by force and to undo the results of a democratic
election. The foot soldiers of the right aimed to keep their leader in power. They failed. They are not heroes; they
are criminals. B. Victims "January 6th will be a day in infamy." – Joe Biggs, January




























































































































































