
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
------------------- - ---- --- ---- - ----X 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Criminal No. 21-cr-40 (TNM) 

V. 

PATRICK MCCAUGHEY 111 , 

Defendant. April 5, 2021 
----------- ----------- -- ------------X 

OPPOSITION TO MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER 

The Defendant Patrick Mccaughey Ill respectfully opposes the 

government's Motion for Protective Order, for the reasons that follow. 

A. Defendant Doesn't Object To Specific Partial Protective Order. 

At the outset, the defendant has no objection to a Protective Order issuing 

for the items set forth in ,i,i1a, b, c, d, e, and j of the government's Motion, the 

objects of which are specific and clear for the parties and the Court to ascertain. 

However, the defendant believes the government hasn't shown "good cause" with 

respect to the items in 1f1f, g, h, and i. 

B. The Government Doesn't Meet Its Burden Of Proof With Respect To 
The Remaining Non-Specific Blanket Request. 

By these broad and non-specific protective order requests, the government is 

seeking to sidestep the plain language and purpose of Rule 16(d) of the Federal 

Rules of Criminal Procedure. Rather than put the onus on the defendant to have to 

complain to the Court each time it contests the government's one-sided 

designations, as the government is proposing, the language and spirit of 
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Fed.R.Crim.P. 16(d) are clear that the party seeking the order must first show "good 

cause" why a particular protective order should issue. 

"The burden of showing 'good cause' is on the party seeking the order, and 

'among the considerations to be taken into account by the court will be the safety of 

witnesses and others, a particular danger of perjury or witness intimidation, [and] the 

protection of information vital to national security."' U.S. v. Cordova, 806 F.3d 1085, 

1090 (DC Cir. 2015) (citations omitted). '"Broad allegations of harm, unsubstantiated 

by specific examples or articulated reasoning, do not support a good cause 

showing."' U.S. v. Johnson, 314 F.Supp.3d 248, 251 (D.C. District 2018) (citing U.S. 

v. Wecht, 484 F.3d 194, 211 (3rd Cir. 2007). Here, the government ought not be able 

to ask for the blanket, nonspecific protective order it seeks, effectively passing its 

burden of proof onto defendant, so that he has to come to the Court to try to 

"unprotect" something that may well not ought to have been protected in the first 

instance.1 

For instance, with respect to ,r1 f, the government seeks a Protective Order 

for "Sources and methods law-enforcement officials have used, and will continue 

to use, to investigate other criminal conduct related to the publicly filed charges." 

However, the blanket statement preceding, that the government may designate 

material as "sensitive" or "highly sensitive," without any specificity, is not enough to 

1 The government's broad, blanket protective order request is, frankly, offensive, as 
it had no problem going full bore in publicly besmirching the defendant in a press 
release upon his arrest; now, after having so tarred Mr. Mccaughey, it wants to shield 
from public viewing what evidence it claims it has to support those outrageous 
comments. 
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/connecticut-man-charged-assaulting-officer
during-us-capitol-breach 
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allow this Court to render an informed decision about whether a protective order 

should issue in this regard. For all the Court knows, the government could claim 

that FBI 302 reports could reveal the interview techniques of FBI agents and, 

therefore, are "highly sensitive." In each such instance, the burden and onus under 

our rules is such that the government ought to seek specific protection for any class 

of items; not a blanket order for anything that the government, in its own discretion, 

deems "sensitive." 

The government further seeks, in 1{1g, a protective order for Capitol 

surveillance camera footage, relying heavily on the Declaration of the General 

Counsel for the U.S. Capitol Police, Thomas A. DiBiase. However, Mr. DiBiase's 

own Declaration reveals that, per policy, it has already released said footage to, 

inter alia, the United States Attorney's Office for purposes of this and other criminal 

investigations. 

In 1{4 of the Declaration, DiBiase reveals that, "[p]er Department Directive 

1000.002 ... cameras would only be used for matters related to national security 

and legitimate law enforcement purposes (e.g., serious crimes)." DiBiase goes on 

to reference areas that fall outside of that Directive, like FOi requests; however, 

that commentary essentially amounts to "white noise" distracting from the issue at 

hand. In this case, per the Directive, the USCP did turn the materials over to the 

government for purposes of this prosecution and, as such, it is no longer subject 

to any USCP policies and procedures but, rather, its usage is now controlled by the 

various laws and rules of disclosure governing criminal matters. This conclusion is 

confirmed by the pertinent Information Sharing Agreement between the USCP and 

the FBI as pertains to the events of January 6, 2021 . 

3 

Case 1:21-cr-00040-TNM   Document 29   Filed 04/05/21   Page 3 of 8



Critically, the relevant "Information Sharing Agreement" appended to 

DiBiase's Declaration specifically states that "[t]his restriction does not apply to any 

video, audio, photographic or documentary evidence that is used as evidence or 

discovery as part of any prosecution of any criminal offense." Thus, by the 

government's own submission, it is clear that the USCP expressly understood when 

it turned over videos, pictures, etc. to the FBI for this investigation, that further 

disclosure of those materials pursuant to the criminal discovery process was 

outside of its control. 2 

Similarly, the government's reliance on "security information" as defined in 2 

U.S.C. §1979 in 1J1i of the proposed protective order, is of no moment. Paragraph 

(b) thereof provides that "[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, any security 

information in the possession of the Capitol Police may be released by the Capitol 

Police to another entity, including an individual, only if the Capitol Police Board 

determines in consultation with other appropriate law enforcement officials, experts 

in security preparedness, and appropriate committees of Congress, that the release 

of the security information will not compromise the security and safety of the Capitol 

buildings and grounds or any individual whose protection and safety is under the 

jurisdiction of the Capitol Police." 

Here, the USCP already made that determination both when it issued 

Directive 1000.002 and when it entered into the aforementioned "Information 

Sharing Agreement" with the FBI. Surely if the USCP had lingering, legally 

enforceable concerns about the release of such footage to the FBI, it would not 

2 The defendant sees no reason why the "repair estimates" referenced in 111 h of the 
proposed order should be protected, let alone the required "good cause." 

4 

Case 1:21-cr-00040-TNM   Document 29   Filed 04/05/21   Page 4 of 8



have included that very last sentence, referenced above, that expressly excludes 

information that it provides to the FBI for this and other January 6, 2021 

investigation, from its enumerated protections. Therefore, USCP materials in the 

government's possession should be disclosed according to the normal rules of 

discovery. 

To the extent that the USCP's designation of the subject materials as 

"security information" under 2 U.S.C. 111979 is pertinent in any event, Mr. Di Biase 

has acknowledged that only a tiny fraction of such materials has been so 

designated. "At this juncture, the Department in consultation with the Capitol Police 

Board, has designated only a small subset, consisting of less than 17 hours of 

footage, as 'security information, as that footage relates to evacuation of Members 

from their respective chambers on January 6." (Decl.1116).3 

Mr. DiBiase also notes a lingering "concern" by the USCP that defendants 

who are provided with too much footage could be a national security risk because, 

whomever possessed the array of footage would have a "clear picture of the interior 

of the Capitol, including entry and exit points, office locations, and the relation of 

the crucial chambers and offices (such as the Speaker's Office or Majority Leader's 

Office) to other areas of the Capitol." (Id). This concern is echoed in 1114 of his 

Declaration, albeit more vaguely. Most critically, though, the information that Mr. 

DiBiase is apparently worried about becoming public, is already publicly available. 

A quick Google search reveals that, at the following government website -

3 In the event the government were specifically seeking a Protective Order for such 
footage, explaining, for instance, that it would reveal specific evacuation safety 
protocols, the defendant would have no objection to such a request. 
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CDIR-2000-10-01/pdf/CDIR-2000-10-01 -

CAPITOL.pdf - there is a complete blueprint-style layout of the Capitol Building, 

including directories showing the precise locations of the offices of the Speaker of 

the House, the Majority Leader, and every other important location within the 

building. (Exhibit A).4 

C. The Defendant Objects To The Limiting Definition Of Legal Defense 
Team. 

The Government proposes that any protected information only be viewed by 

"defense counsel and any attorneys, investigators, paralegals, support staff, and 

expert witnesses who are advising or assisting defense counsel in connection with 

this case." Proposed Order, 1f3. It is the longstanding practice of undersigned 

counsel, however, to run various pieces of evidence and other aspects of any 

particular case by non-lawyer friends in order to obtain perspectives akin to the 

potential jury. Over the years, counsel has found it indispensable to his successful 

representation of clients, in gauging the relative importance and potential impact 

any particular item may have in the event the matter was to proceed to trial. 

In addition, there are members of the defendant's family who are actively 

assisting undersigned counsel with the defense, though they would fall outside the 

limited definition of "defense team" as proposed by the government. Accordingly, 

in the even the Court were to grant any or all of the government's Motion, the 

defendant requests that "laypeople assisting in the defense" be included within the 

scope of permitted viewers. 

4 Entry/ exit points can also be gleaned from a single pedestrian loop around the 
Capitol building . 
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D. This Proposed Order Would Hamper The Defendant's Ability To 
Meaningfully Assist In His Defense. 

Paragraph 6a of the proposed order essentially forbids undersigned counsel 

from providing copies for this incarcerated defendant to view; hence, the only way 

that the defendant may view such materials is in the presence of undersigned 

counsel or his agent(s). This restriction would be an unreasonable limitation on the 

ability of the defendant to aid in his own defense in light of his continued incarceration 

- especially in light of limitations on visits presented by the pandemic. 

For those reasons, the defendant avers that the government has not met its 

burden to be specific in its requests and to otherwise show "good cause" for the 

extremely broad requested protective order. 

Dated: Stamford, CT 

April 5, 2021 

Respectfully Submitted, 

By: __ --_/ 11-~ --:::: 
Lindy R. Urso (ct 20315) 
Attorney at Law 
810 Bedford Street, Suite 3 
Stamford, CT 06901 
Tel: 203-325-4487 
Fax: 203-357-0608 
lindy@lindyursolaw.com 
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 

This certifies that a copy of the foregoing Motion was filed via ECF on this 5th day 

of April in the year of our Lord 2021 . 

Lindy R. Urso 
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CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

UNITED ST AT ES CAPITOL 

OVERVIEW OF THE BUILDING AND ITS FUNCTION 

The United S1a1es Capitol is among 1he most architecturally impressive and symbolically 
importan1 buildings in lhe world. It has housed the meeling chambers of 1he Senate and 
1he House of Repre.scntatives for almost two cen1uries. 13c1,,un in 1793, the Capi1ol has 
been built, burnt, rebuilt, exlended. and restored; today, ii s1ands as a monument not only 
to its builders but also to the American people and their government. 

As lhe focal point of the govemmenl 's Legislative Branch, the Capitol is the centerpiece 
of the Capitol Complex, which includes the six principal Congressional office buildings and 
three Library of Congress buildings constructed on Capitol Hill in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

In addition 10 its active use by Congress, the Capitol is a museum of American art 
and history. Each year. it is visited by an estimated seven 10 ten million people from 
around lhe world. 

A fine example of I 9th-century neoclassical architecture, the Capitol combines function 
wilh aesthe1ics. Its designs derived from ancient Greece and Rome evoke the ideals that 
guided lhe Nation's founders as they framed their new republic. As the building was expanded 
from its original design. harmony with lhe existing portions was carefully maintained. 

Today, the Capi1ol covers a ground area of 175,170 square feet, or about 4 acres, and 
has a floor area of approximately 16V, acres. Its length, from north to south, is 751 feel 
4 inches; its greatest width, including approaches, is 350 feet. Its height above the base 
line on the east front to the top of the Statue of Freedom is 287 feet 5 1/2 inches; from 
the basement floor to the top of lhe dome is an ascent of 365 steps. The building contains 
approximately 540 rooms and has 658 windows ( 108 in the dome alone) and approximately 
850 doorways. 

The building is divided into five levels. The first, or ground, floor is occupied chiefly 
by committee rooms and lhe spaces allocated 10 various congressional officers. The areas 
accessible to visitors on this level include the Hall of Columns, the Brumidi Corridor. the 
restored Old Supreme Court Chamber, and the Crypt beneath the rotunda, where historical 
exhibits are presented. 

The second floor holds the Chambers of 1he House of Reprcsen1a1ives (in the south wing) 
and the Senate (in the north wing) as well as the offices of the congressional leadership. 
This floor also contains three major public areas. In the center under the dome is the 
rotunda, a circular ceremonial space that also serves as a gallery of paintings and sculpture 
depicting significant people and even ls in the Nation's hislory. The rotunda is 96 feet in 
diameter and rises 180 feet 3 inches to the canopy. The semicircular chamber south of 
the rotunda served as the Hall of the House until I 857: now designated National Statuary 
Hall, ii houses part of the Capitol's collection of statues donated by the States in 
commemoration of notable citizens. The Old Senate Chamber northeast of the rotunda, which 
was used by the Senate until 1859, has been returned to its mid-19th-century appearance. 

The lhird floor allows access to the galleries from which visitors to the Capitol may 
watch the proceedings of the House and the Senale when Congress is in session. The rest 
of this floor is occupied by offices, comminee rooms, and press galleries. 

The fourth floor and the basemenl/lerrace level of lhe Capitol are occupied by offices, 
machinery rooms, workshops, and other support areas. 

LOCATION OF THE CAPITOL 

The Capitol is located at the eas1em end of the Mall on a plateau 88 feel above 1he 
level of the Potomac River, commanding a westward view across the Capitol Reflecting 
Pool to the Washing1on Monument 1.4 miles away and the Lincoln Memorial 2.2 miles 
away. The geographic location of the head of 1he S1atue of Freedom that sum10unts the 
Capitol dome is described by the National Geodetic Survey as latitude 38°53'23.3 !098" north 
and longitude 77°00'32.62262" west. 

Before 1791, the Federal Government had no pcnnanelll site. The early Congresses met 
in eight different cities: Philadelphia, Baltimore. Lancaster. York, Princeton. Annapolis. Trenton. 
and New York Cily. The subjccl of a permanenl capital for the government of the United 
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Capitol Buildings and Grounds 559 

States was first raised by Congress in 1783; it was ultimately addressed in Aniclc I. Section 
8 of the Constitution ( 1787). which gave the Congress legislative authority over .. such District 
(not exceeding ten Miles square) ns may, by Cession of Panicular S1a1es. and the Acceplnnce 
of Congress, become the Scat of the Government of 1he United States .... " 

In 1788, the state of Maryland ceded to Congress "any district in this State, not exceeding 
ten miles square,'' and in 1789 the Stale of Virginia ceded an equivalent amount of land. 
In accordance with the "Residence Act" passed by Congress in 1790, President Washington 
in 1791 selected the area 1ha1 is now the District of Columbia from the land ceded by 
Maryland (private landowners whose properly fell within this area were compensated by 
a payment of £25 per acre); that ceded by Virginia was nOl used for the capital and was 
returned to Virginia in 1846. Also under the provisions of that Act. he selected three 
Commissioners to survey the site nnd oversee the design and consm1c1ion of the capital 
city and its government buildings. The Commissioners, in rum. sclcc1cd the French engineer 
Pierre Charles L'Enfant to plan the new city of Washington. L'Enfonr's plan. which was 
innuenced by the gardens at Versailles, arranged the city's streets and avenues in a grid 
overlaid with baroque diagonals; the result is a functional and aesthetic whole in which 
government buildings are balanced against public lawns. gardens. squares. and paths. The 
Capitol it.Self was located at the elevated east end of the Mall. on the brow of what was 
then called Jenkins' Hill. The site was, in L'Enfont's words. "a pedestal waiting for a 
monument." 

SELECTION OF A PLAN 

L'Enfant was expected 10 design the Capitol and to supervise ir.s construction. However, 
he refused to produce any drawings for the building. claiming that he carried the design 
"in his head"; this foct and his refusal 10 consider himself subject to the Commissioners' 
authority led to his dismissal in 1792. In March of 1ha1 year the Commissioners announced 
a competition. suggested by Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson. that would award S500 
and a city 101 to whoever produced "the most approved plan" for the Capitol by mid-
July. None of the 17 plans submitted. however, was wholly satisfactory. In October, a le11er 
arrived from Dr. William Thornton. a Scollish-trained physician living in Tortola. British 
West Indies. requesting nn opponunity to present a plnn even though the competition had 
closed. The Commissioners granted this request. 

Thornton 's plan depicted a building composed of three sections. The central section, which 
was topped by a low dome. was 10 be flanked on the nonh and south by two rectan!,'lllnr 
wings (one for the Senate and one for the House of Representatives). President Washington 
commended the plan for its "grandeur. simplicity and convenience:· and on April 5. 1793. 
it was accepted by the Commissioners; Washington gave his formal approval on July 25. 

BRIEF CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 

1793-1829 

The cornerstone was laid by President Washington in the building's southeast comer on 
September 18. 1793. with Masonic ceremonies. Work progressed under the direction of three 
architects in succession. Stephen H. Hallet (an entrant in the earlier competition) and George 
Hadfield were eventulllly dismissed by the Commissioners because of inappropriate design 
changes that they tried 10 impose; James Hoban, the architect of the White House. saw 
the first phase of the project through to completion. 

Constrnction was a laborious and time-consuming process: the sandstone used for the 
building had to be ferried on boats from the quarries al Aquia. Virginia; workers had to 
be induced to leave their homes to come 10 the rclath·e wilderness of Capitol Hill: and 
funding was inadequate. By August 1796 the Commissioners were forced to focus the entire 
work efTon on the building's nonh wing so that it at least could be ready for government 
occupancy as scheduled. Even so. some third-0oor rooms were still unfinished when the 
Congress. the Supreme Court. the Library of Congress. and the couns of the District of 
Columbia occupied the Capitol in late 1800. 

In 1803. Congress allocated funds to resume constrnc1ion. A year earlier. 1he office of 
the Commissioners had been abolished and replaced by n Superintendent of the City of 
Washington. To oversee the renewed constrnction cfTon. Benjamin Henry Latrobe was 
appointed architect. The first professional architect and engineer to work in Americ:1. Latrobe 
modified Thornton ·s plan for the south wing 10 include space for offices and commi11cc 
rooms; he also introduced alterations to simplify the constrnction work. Latrobe began work 
by removing a squat. oval. temporary building known as "the Oven," which had been 
erected in 180 I as a meeting place for the House of Rcprcsemativcs. By I 807 construction 
on the south wing was sufficiently advanced that the House was able to occupy its new 
legislative chamber, and the wing was completed in 18 11. 
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In 1808. as work on the south wing progressed, Latrobe began the rebuilding of the 
nonh wing. which had fallen into disrepair. Rather than simply repair the wing. he redesigned 
the interior of the building to increase its usefulness and durability: among his changes 
was the addition of a chamber for the Supreme Coun. By 181 I. he had completed the 
eastern half of this wing. but funding was being increasingly divened to preparations for 
a second war with Grem Britain. By 1813, Latrobe had no funher work in Washington 
and so he depaned. leaving the nonh and south wings of the Capitol connected only by 
a temporary wooden passageway. 

The War of 18 12 lcfl the Capitol. in Latrobe's later words. "a most magnificent ruin'' : 
on AUb'IISt 24. I 814. British troops set fire 10 the building, and only a sudden rainstorm 
prevented its complete destruction. Immediately after the fire. Congress met for one session 
m Blodi;et's Hotel, which was at Seventh and I! Streets, NW. From 1815 10 18 19, Congress 
occupied a buildini; erected for it on First Street, NE, on pan of the site now occupied 
by the Supreme Coun Building. This building later came to be known as the Old Brick 
Capitol. 

Latrobe rcrumed 10 Washington in 1815. when he was rehired to restore the Capitol. 
In addition to making repairs, he took advantage of this opponunity to make funher changes 
in the building's interior design (for example. an enlargement of the Senate Chamber) and 
introduce new materials (for example, marble discovered along the upper Potomac). However. 
he came under increasing pressure because of construction delays (most of which were beyond 
his control) and cost overruns: finally. he resigned his post in November 1817. 

On January 8. 1818. Charles Bulfinch. a prominent Boston archi1ec1, was appointed Latrobe's 
successor. Continu ing the res1ora1ion of the nonh and south wings, he was able to make 
the chambers for the Supreme Coun. the House. and the Senate ready for use by 1819. 
Bulfinch also redesigned and supervised the construction of the Capitol's central section. 
The copper-covered wooden dome that lopped this section was made higher than Bulfinch 
considered appropriate to the building's size (al the direction of President James Monroe 
and Secretary of State John Quincy Adams). Aller completini; the last pan of the buildini; 
in I 826. Bulfinch spent the next few yea.rs on the Capitol's decoration and landscaping. 
In I 829. his work wns done and his position with the government was terminated. In the 
20 years following Bulfinch's tenure. the Capitol was entrusted to the care of lhe Commissioner 
of Public Buildings. 

1830- 1868 

The Capitol was by this point already an impressive structure. At ground level. its length 
was 351 feet 71/, inches and its width was 282 feet 101/2 inches. Up 10 the year 1827 
records from later years being incomplete-the project cost was $2,432,851.34. Improvements 
10 the building continued in the years 10 come (running water in 1832, gas lighting in 
the 1840s), but by 1850 its size could no longer accommodate the increasing numbers of 
senators and representatives from newly admit1ed States. The Senate therefore v01ed 10 hold 
another competition. offering a prize of $500 for the best plan 10 extend the Capitol. Several 
suitable plans were submiued. some proposing an eastward extension of the building and 
others proposing the addition of large nonh and south wings. However. Congress was unable 
to decide between these two approaches, and the prize money was divided among five 
architects. Thus. the tasks of selecting a plan and appointing nn archi1cc1 fell 10 President 
Millard Fillmore. 

Fillmore's choice was Thomas U. Walter. a Philadelphia architect who had entered the 
compe1i1ion. On July 4. 1851. in a ceremony whose principal oration was delivered by 
Secrernry of Stale Daniel Webster. the President laid the cornerstone for the nonheasl comer 
of the House wing in accordance with Walter's plans. Over the next 14 years. Walter supervised 
the construction of 1hc extensions. ensuring their compatibility with the architectural style 
of the existing building. However. because the Aquia Creel: sandstone used earlier had already 
deteriorated noticeably, he chose to use marble for the exterior. For the veneer, Walter 
selected marble quarried at Lee, M/\, and for the columns he used marble from Cockcysville. 
MD. 

Walter faced several significant challenges during the coun;e of construction. Chief nmong 
these was the steady imposition by the government of additional taSl:s without addi1ionnl 
pay. Aside from his work on the Capitol extensions and dome. Waller designed the wings 
of the Patent Office building, extensions 10 the Treasury and Post Office buildini;s, and 
1he Marine barracks in Pensacola and Brooklyn. When the Library of Congress in the Capitol's 
west central section was gutted by a fire in 1851, Waller was commissioned 10 restore 
ii. He also encountered obstacles in his work on the Capitol extensions. His location of 
the legislative chambers was changed in 1853 at the direction of President Franklin Pierce. 
based on the suggestions of the newly appointed supervising engineer, Caprnin Montgomery 
C. Meigs. In general, however, the project proi;rcssed rapidly: the House of Representatives 
was able 10 meet in its new chamber on December 16, 1857. and the Senate first mel 
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in its present chamber on January 4, 1859. The old House chamber was later designated 
National SUltuary Hall. In 1861 most cons1ruc1ion was suspended because of the Civil War, 
and the Capitol was used briefly as a military barracks, hospital, and bakery. In 1862 work 
on the entire building was resumed. 

561 

As the new wings were constructed. more than doubling the length of the Capitol. ii 
became apparent 1ha1 the dome erected by Bulfinch no longer suited the building's proponions. 
In 1855 Congress voted for its replacement based on Walter's design for a new. fireproof 
cast-iron dome. The old dome was removed in 1856, and 5,000,000 pounds of new masonry 
was placed on the existing rorunda walls. Iron used in the dome construction had an agsrega1e 
weight of 8,909.200 pounds and was lifted into place by steam-powered derricks. 

In 1859, Thomas Crawford·s plaster model for the Siatue of Freedom, designed for the 
top of the dome, arrived from the sculp1or·s studio in Rome. With a height of 19 feel 
6 inches, the staruc was almost 3 feet taller than specified, and W:,her was compelled 
10 make revisions 10 his design for the dome. When cast in bronze by Clark Mills at 
his foundry on the outskins of Washington, ii weighed 14,985 pounds. The starue was 
lifted into place atop the dome in 1863. its final section being installed on December 2 
lo the accompaniment of gun salutes from the fons around the city. 

The work on the dome and the extensions was completed under the direction of Edward 
Clark. who had served as Waller's assistant and was appointed Architect of the Capitol 
in 1865 after Waher·s resignation. In 1866, the Italian-born anis1 Constamino Brumidi finished 
the C<tnopy fresco. a monumental painting entitled The Apotheosis of George Washi11g1011. 
·n,e Capitol extensions were completed in 1868. 

1869- 1902 

Clark continued to hold the post of Archi tect of the Capitol until his death in 1902. 
During his tenure, the Capitol underwent considerable modernization. Steam heat was gradually 
installed in the Old Capitol. In 1874 the first elevator was installed. and in the 1880s 
electric lighting began 10 replace gas lights. 

Between 1884 and 1891, the marble terraces on the nonh. west, and south sides of the 
Capitol were constructed. As pan of the grounds plan devised by landscape architect Frederick 
Law Olmsted. these terraces not only added over I 00 rooms to the Capitol but also provided 
a broader. more substantial visual base for the building. 

On November 6, 1898. a gas explosion and fire in the original nonh wing dramatically 
illustrated the need for fireproofing. The roofs over the Staruary Hull wing and the original 
nonh wing were reconstructed and fireproofed. the work being completed in 1902 by Clark's 
successor. f!lliolt Woods. In 190 I the space in the west central front vacated by the Library 
of Congress was convened 10 comminee rooms. 

1903- 1970 

During the remainder of Woods' service. which ended with his death in 1923. no major 
structural work was required on the Capitol. The activities pcrfom1cd in the building were 
limited chiefly 10 cleaning and refurbishing the interior. David Lynn, the Architect of the 
Capitol from 1923 until his rc1ircmen1 in 1954, cominucd these tasks. Between July 1949 
and January 1951. the corroded roofs and skylights of both wings and the connecting corridors 
were replaced \\~th new roofs of concrete and steel, covered with copper. The cast-iron 
and glass ceilings of the House and Senate chambers were replaced with ceilings of stainless 
steel and plaster, with n laylighl of carved glass and bronze in the middle of each. The 
House and Senate chambers were completely remodeled, improvements such as modem air 
conditioning and lighting were added, and acoustical problems were solved. During this 
renovation program, lhc House and Senate vacated their chambers on several occasions so 
that the work could progress. 

The next significant modification made to the Capitol was the cast front extension. This 
project was C<trried out under the supervision of Architect of the Capitol J. George S1ewan. 
who served from 1954 until his death in 1970. Begun in 1958. it involved the construction 
of a new cast front 32 feel 6 inches east of the old front. faithfully reproducing the sandstone 
strucrurc in marble. The old sandstone walls were not destroyed: rather. they were left in 
place 10 become a pan of the interior wall and are now bu1tresscd by the addition. The 
marble columns of the connecting corridors were also moved and reused. Other elements 
of this project included repairing the dome. constructing a subway terminal under the Senate 
steps, reconstructing those steps. cleaning both wings, birdproofing the building, providing 
furniture and furnishings for the 90 new rooms created by the extension, and improving 
the lighting throughout the building. The project was completed in 1962. Subscquem work 
in the I 960s was concentrated chiefly on the construction of the Rayburn House Office 
Building and on the maintenance and repair of the Capitol. 
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1971 Present 

During the ne:irly 25-year tenure ( l 971- 1995) of the ninth Architect of the Capi1ol, George 
M. White, FAIA. 1hc building was bo1h modernized and res1ored. Electronic voting equipment 
was installed in lhc House chamber in I 973: facili1ies were added to allow television coverage 
of the House and Senate debates in 1979 and 1986. respectively: and improved climate 
control. electronic surveillance systems. and new computer and communications facilities have 
been added to bring the Capitol up-to-date. The Old Senate Chamber. National Statuary 
Hall. and the Old Supreme Coun Chamber. on the other hand. were restored to their mid-
19th-century appearance by 1976 for the Nation"s Bicentennial celebration. 

In 1983, work began on the strengthening. renovation, and preservation of the wes1 front 
of the Capitol. Structural problems had developed over the years because of defocts in 
1hc original foundations, deterioration of the sandstone facing material. alterations 10 the 
basic building fabric (n fourth-floor addition and channeling of the walls to install in1erior 
utilities). and dama1::c from the fires of 1814 and 1851 and the 1898 gas explosion 

To strengthen the structure. over one thousand stainless steel tic rods were set into 1he 
building's masonry. More than 30 layers of paint were removed. and damaged stonework 
was repaired or replicated. Ultimately. 40 percent of the sandstone blocks were replaced 
with limestone. The walls were 1reatcd with a special consolidant and then painted to match 
the marble wings. The entire project was completed in 1987. well ahead of schedule and 
under budget. 

A related project. completed in January 1993. effected the repair of the Olmsted terraces. 
which had been subject to damage from settling. and converted the terrace counyards into 
several thousand squnre feet of meeting space. 

As the Capitol enters iLS third century, reslora1ion and modernization work continues. Major 
projects complc1ed in recent years include repair of the Capitol terraces and conversion 
of the Capitol counyards into mcetint:: rooms: repair and restoration of the House monumental 
stairs: conservation of the Statue of Freedom atop the Capitol dome: completion of the 
murals in the first-floor House corridors: preparation and publication of a new book on 
the anist Constantino Brumidi, whose paintings decorate much of the Capitol: preparation 
of a telecommunications plan for the Legislative Branch agencies: inst31lation of an improved 
Senate subway system: construction of lhe Thurgood Marshall Federal Judiciary Building: 
construction of new House and Sennte child care facilities and a new Senate Page school: 
and renovation, restoration. and modification of the inlcriors and cx1criors of the Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams Buildings of the Library of Congress. 

The tenth Architect of the Capitol. Alan M. Hantman. AIA. was appointed in January 
1997. New and ongoing projects under his direction include rehabilitation of the Capi10I 
done: conservation of murals; replacement of worn Minton tile in the Senate corridors of 
the Capitol; improvement of speech-reinforcement. electrical. and fire-protection systems in 
the Capitol and the Congressional office buildings: work on security improvements within 
the C:ipitol Complex: restoration of the U.S. Bot3nic Garden Conservatory: the design and 
construction of the National Garden adjacent to the Botanic Garden Conservatory: renovation 
of the building systems in the Dirksen Senate Office Building: and plans for a new Capitol 
Visitor Center. 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDINGS 

CAN"I\O~ HOUSE O FFICE B UILDING 

An increased membership of the Scna1e and House resulted in a demand for additional 
rooms for the accommodations of the Senators and Representatives. On March 3, 1903. 
the Congress authorized the erection of a fireproofed office building for the use of the 
House Members. It was designed by the firm of Carrere & Hastings of New York City 
in the Beaux Arts style. The first brick was laid July 5, 1905. in square No. 690. and 
formal exercises were held at the laying of the cornerstone on April 14, 1906, in which 
President Theodore Roosevelt panicipa1ed. The building was completed and occupied January 
IO. I 908. A subsequent change in the basis of congressional representation made necessary 
the building of an additional story in 1913- 14. The total cost of the building, including 
site. furnishings. equipment, and the subway connecting the House Office Building with 
the U.S. Capitol. amounted to S4.860.155. This office building contains about 500 rooms. 
and was considered at the time of its completion fully equipped for all the needs of a 
modem building for office purposes. 

Pursuant to authority in the Second Supplemental Appropriations Act. 1955, and subsequent 
action of the House Office Building Commission, remodeling of the Cannon Building began 
in 1966. The estimated cost of this work. SS,200,000. was included in total appropriution 
of$ 135,134.000 for the additional House Office Building project. Pursuant to the provisions 
of Public L:lw 87-453. approved May 21. 1962. the building was named in honor of the 
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la1c Honorable Joseph G. Cannon of Illinois. who was serving as Speaker al 1hc 1ime the 
building was COn.slrUCICd. 

LO:-IGWOIUH HOUSE Omrn BUILDING 

563 

Under legisla1ion contained in 1he au1horiza1ion act of January 10. 1929, and in lhc urgent 
deficiency bill of March 4, 1929. provisions were made for an additional House Office 
Building, to be located on 1he wcs1 side of New Jersey Avenue (opposite the firs1 House 
Office Building). The building was designed by lhc Allied ArehiteclS of Washington in 
the Neoclassical Revival style. 

The cornerstone was laid June 24. 1932, and 1he building was complc1ed and ready for 
beneficial occupancy April 20. 1933. II contains 251 two-room sui1cs and I 6 commincc 
rooms. Each suite and commincc room is provided wilh a storeroom. Eighl floors arc occupied 
by Members. The basement and subbasement contain shops and mechanics needed for 1hc 
proper maintenance of 1he building. The cost of this building. including site. furnishings. 
and equipment, was S7,805, 705. Pursuant 10 the provisions of Public Law 87-453, approved 
May 21. 1962, the building was named in honor of 1hc lnic Honorable Nicholas Longwonh 
of Ohio. who was serving as Speaker when lhe second House Office Building was con.s1ructcd. 

RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE B UH DING A:<O OTHER RFLATEO CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS 

Under legislation conrnined in 1he Second Supplemenial Appropriations Ac1. 1955, provision 
was made for construction of an additional fireproofed office building, and 01hcr appunenant 
and necessary facilities for lhe use of lhe House of Representatives: for acquisition of real 
propcny located south of Independence Avenue in the vicinity of the Capitol Grounds for 
purposes of construc1ion of such building and facili1ics and as addi1ions 10 the Capitol Grounds: 
for changes 10 1he present House Office Buildings; and for changes or additions to 1hc 
subway systems. 

All work was carried forward by the Architect of the Capitol under the direction of 
the House Office Building Commission at an authorized limit of cost 10 be fixed by such 
Commission. Appropriations totaling Sl35.279,000 were provided to carry forward this project. 

Under 1his program. propeny consisting of eigh1 city squares was acquired. ContraclS were 
let for necessary architecrural and engineering services for rccons1ruc1ion of a scc1ion of 
Tiber Creek sewer running 1hrou~h the si1c for excavations and foundations. structural steel. 
superslructure. furni1urc and furnishings for the new building: for a cafe1eria in 1he counyard 
of 1he exis1ing Longwonh House Office Building; for remodeling of the Cannon House 
Office Building: for improved ligh1ing and other improvements in the Longwonh House 
Office Building: and for an underground garage in the counyard of lhe Cannon House 
Office Building and 1wo underground garages in squares 637 and 691 sou1h of 1he Rayburn 
and Longwonh buildings. 

The Rayburn Building is connecled to 1hc Capitol by n subway from lhc ccn1cr of the 
Independence Avenue upper garage level to 1he sou1hwcs1 comer of the Capitol. Designs 
for the building were prepared by the firm of Harbeson, Hough, Livingston & Larson of 
Philadelphia, Associa1c Archi1cc1s. The building contains 169 congressional sui1es; full
comminec hearing rooms for 9 sianding comminees, 16 subcommince hearing rooms. 
commincc s1nff rooms and 01hcr commillee facilities: a large cafeteria and other restaurant 
focili1ics: an underground garage accommodating 1.600 automobiles: and a variety of liaison 
offices. press and television facilities. main1cnance and cquipmem shops or rooms. and s1oragc 
areas. This building has nine s1ories and a pemhouse for machinery. 

The cornerstone was laid May 24. 1962, by 1he Honorable John W. McCom1nck. Speaker 
of the House of Rcpresenuuivcs. President John F. Kennedy panicipa1ed in the cornerstone 
laying and delivered 1he address. 

A ponion of the basement floor was occupied beginning March 12, 1964. by House 
of Represcn1a1ives personnel moved from the George Washinglon Inn propcny. Full occupancy 
of the Rayburn Building, under the room-filing reb'Ula1ions, was begun February 23, 1965, 
and complcled April 2. I 965. Pursuant to the provisions of Public Law 87-453, approved 
May 21, 1962, the building was named in honor of the late Honorable Sam Rayburn of 
Texas, who was serving as Speaker at the time the 1hird House Office Building was constructed. 

Two buildings have been purchased and adap1ed for office use by lhe House of 
Represen1a1ives. The eight-story Congressional Hotel across from the Cannon on C Street 
SE was acquired in 1957 and subsequently altered for office use and a dormitory for the 
Pages. 11 has 124,000 square feet. 11 was known as House Office Building Annex No. 
I, until i1 was named 1hc "Thomas P. O"Ncill, Jr. House of Rcprcse111a1ives Office Building" 
in honor of the fonncr Speaker of the House, pursuan1 to House Resolution 402, approved 
September l 0, 1990. House Office Building Annex No. 2, named the "Gerald R. Ford 
House of Rcprcscntativcs Office Building" by the same resolution. was acquired in 1975 
from lhe General Services Administra1ion. The structure, located 01 Second and D Streets 
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SW. was built in 1939 for the Federal Bureau of lnvcs1iga1ion as a fingerprint file archives. 
This building has approximately 432.000 square feet of space. 

SENATE OHICE BUILDINGS 
RICHARD BREVARD RUSSELL SENATE Omce BUILDING 

The demand for an office building for the Rcpresent:,tives was b'TCater because of their 
larger membership, and the Senate had been supplied wi1h additional office space by lhc 
purchase of the Maltby Building. 1hen loca1ed on the nonhwes1 comer of B Street and 
, cw Jersey Avenue NW. This building provided only a temporary need, and when ii was 
condemned as an unsafe structure. the requirement arose for the Senators to have safer 
and more commodious office space. Under au1horiza1ion of the Act of April 28. 1904. 
square 686 on the norlheast comer of Delaware Avenue and B Street NE was purchased 
as a site for the Scna1e Office Building. The plans for the House Office Building were 
adapted for the Senate Office Building by the firm of Carrere & Hastings. with the exception 
that the side of the building fronting on Firs1 Street NE was temporarily omi11cd. The 
cornerstone was laid without special exercises on July 31. 1906. and 1he building was occupied 
March 5. 1909. In 1931. the completion of the founh side of the building was commenced. 
In 1933 it was completed, together with aherations to the C Street facade, and the construction 
of terraces, balustrades. and approaches. The cost of the completed building, including the 
site, furnishings, equipment and the subway connecting the Scnalc Office Building with the 
United States Capitol. was SS.390,892. 

The building was named the "Richard Brevard Russell Senate Office Building•· by Senate 
Resolution 296. 92nd Congress, agreed 10 October 11, 1972. as amended by Senate Resolution 
295, 96th Congress, agreed to December 3, 1979. 

EVERETT M CKINLEY DIRKSEN SE.,.ATE OFFICE 0 L1LDING 

Under legislation contained in the Second Deficiency Appropriations Act. 1948, Public 
Law 80-785. provision was made for an additional ofl1cc building for the United States 
Senate with limits of cost of S 1.100.000 for acquisition of the site and $20,600.000 for 
constructing and e9uipping the building. 

The authorized hmu of cost for conSlruction and equipment of the building was increased 
to $23,446.000 by the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act. 1958. Public Law 85-85. and 
to S24, 196,000 by the Second Supplemental Appropriations Act. 1959, Public Law 86-30. 
All work was carried forward by lhe Architect of lhe Capitol under the direc1ion of the 
Senate Office Building Commission. The New York firm of Eggers & Higgins served as 
1hc consulting architects. 

The sile was acquired and cleared in 1948-49 at a total cost of S 1,0 I 1,492. 
A contmcl for excavation, concrete footings and mats for the new building was awarded 

in January 1955. in the amount of $747.200. Groundbreaking ceremonies were held January 
26. 1955. 

A contract for lhc superstructure oflhe new building was awarded September 9, 1955, 
in 1he amount of $17,200,000. The cornerstone was laid July 13. 1956. 

As a pan of this project, a new underground subway sys1em was ins1allcd from the 
Capitol to bo1h lhe Old and New Senate Office Buildings. 

An appropriation of SI ,000.000 for furni1ure and furnishings for the new building was 
provided in 1hc Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1958, Public Law 85- 170. An additional 
appropriation of S283.550 was provided in the Second Supplemental Appropriations Act. 
1959. Public Law 86-30. The building was accepted for beneficial occupancy October 15. 
1958. 

The building was named 1hc "Everett McKinley Dirksen Senate Office Building" by Senate 
Resolution 296, 92nd Congress, agreed to October 11. 1972 and Senate Resolu1ion 295, 
96th Congress. agreed 10 December 3. 1979. 

PIIILII' A. HART SENATE O FFICE BUILDING 

Construction as an extension to the Dirksen Senate Office Building was au1horized by 
the Supplemental Appropriations Act. l 973. Public Law 92- 607. approved October 31. 1972: 
legislation enacted in subsequent years (ending with Public Law 96--69. approved September 
16, 1979) increased the scope of 1he project and established a to1al cost ceiling of S 137 .700,400. 
The firm of John Carl Warnecke & Associates served as Associate Archilcct for the project. 

Scnale Resolution 525. passed August 30. 1976. amended by Senate Resolution 295. 96th 
Congress. agreed to December 3. I 979. provided that upon completion of the extension 
it would be named the "Philip A. Han Senate Office Building" to honor the Senator from 
Michigan. 
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The contract for clenring of the site, piping for utilities, excavation, and construction of 
foundation was awarded in December 1975. Groundbreaking took place Janwry 5. 1976. 
The contract for furnishing and delivery of the exterior Slone was awarded in February 
1977. and the contract for the superstructure, which included wall and roof systems and 
the erection of all exterior stonework. was awarded in October 1977. The contract for the 
first ponion of the interior and related work was awarded in December 1978. A contract 
for interior finishing was awarded in July 1980. The first suite was occupied on November 
22. 1982. Alexander Calder's mobilc/stabilc Mo11111ai11s and Clouds was installed in the 
building's atrium in November 1986. 

C APITO L POWER PLANT 
During the development of the plans for the Cannon and Russell Buildings. the question 

of hem, light. and power was considered. The Senate and House wings of the Capitol were 
heated by separate heating plants. The Library of Congress also had in use a heating plant 
for that building. Finally it was detennincd that the need for heating and lighting. with 
power for cle,•alors, could be adequately met by the construction of a central power plant 
lo furnish all heat and power. as well as light. for the Capitol group of buildings. 

Having determined the need for a central power plant, a site was selected in Garfield 
Park, bounded by New Jersey Avenue, South Capitol Street, Virginia Avenue, and E Street 
SE. Since this park was a Government reservation. an appropriation of money was not 
required lo secure title. The dctennining factors leading to the selection of this site were 
its nearness lo the tracks of what is now the Penn Central Railroad and its convenient 
distance to the river and to the buildings 10 be served by the plant. 

The dimensions of the Capitol Power Pinnt, whid1 was constructed under authoriwtion 
of the act of April 28. 1904, and completed and placed in operation in 1910, were 244 
feel 8 inches by 117 feet. There arc two radial brick chimneys 174 feel in height (reduced 
from 212 feel to 174 feel in 1951- 52) and 11 feel in diameter at the top. 

The buildings originally served by the Capitol Power Pinnt were connected to it by a 
reinforced-concrete steam tunnel 7 feel high by 41/2 feet wide, with walls approximately 
12 inches thick. This tunnel originated al the Capitol Power Plant and tcrmmated at the 
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Senate Office Building. with connecting wnnels for the Cannon House Office Building, the 
Capitol. and the Library of Congress. Subsequently it was extended lo the Government Priming 
Office and the Washington City Post Office. with steam lines extended lo serve the Longwonh 
House Office Building. the Supreme Coun Building, the John Adams Building of the Library 
of Congress. nnd the Botanic Garden. 

In September 1951. when the demand for electrical enerb'Y was reaching the maximum 
capacity of the Capitol Power Plant, arrangements were made to purchase electrical service 
from the local public utility company and lo discontinue electrical generation. The he.iting 
and cooling functions of the Capitol Power Plant were expanded in 1935, 1939, 1958. 1973, 
and 1980. 

U.S. CAPITOL GROUNDS 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE GROUNDS 

Originally a wooded wilderness. the U.S. Capitol Grounds today provide a parklike selling 
for the Nation's Capitol, offering a picturesque counterpoint lo the building's fonnnl 
architecrurc. The grounds immediately surrounding the Capitol are bordered by a stone wall 
and cover an area of 58.8 acres. Their boundaries arc Independence Avenue on the south. 
Constinnion Avenue on the nonh, First Street NE/SE on the cast. and First Street NW/ 
SW on the west. Over 100 varieties of trees and bushes are planted around the Capitol. 
and thousands of flowers arc used in seasonal displays. In contrast lO the building's straight. 
neoclassical lines, most of the walkways in the grounds arc cun•ed. Benches along the 
paths offer pleasant spots for visitors lo appreciate the building. its landscape, and the 
surrounding areas, most notably the Mall to the west. 

·n1c grounds were designed by Frederick Law Olmsted (1822- 1903). who planned the 
expansion and landscaping of the area that was perfonned from 1874 lo 1892. Olms1ed, 
who also designed New York's Central Park, is considered the greatest American landscape 
architect of his day. He was a pioneer in the development of public parks in America, 
and many of his designs were influenced by his studies of European parks, gardens. and 
estates. In de,cribing his plan for the Capitol grounds, Olmsted noted that "The ground 
is in design pan of the Capitol. but in all respects subsidiary 10 the central structure." 
l11crcfore, he was careful not to group trees or other landscape features in any way that 
would distract the viewer from the Capitol. The use of sculpture and other ornamental ion 
has also been kept lo a minimum. 
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Many of the trees on the Capitol grounds have historic or memorial associations. Among 
the oldest is the ''Cameron Elm" near the House entrance. This tree was named in honor 
of the Pennsylvania Senator who ensured its preservation during Olmsted's landscaping project. 
Other trees commemorate members of Congress and other notable citizens. national 
organizations. and special events. In addition, over 30 Stoics have made symbolic gifis of 
their state tre~'S 10 the Capitol grounds. Many of the trees on the grounds bear plaques 
that identify their species and their historic significance. The eastern part of the grounds 
contains the greatest number of his1oric and commemorative trees. 

At the East Capitol Street entrance 10 the Capitol Plaza arc two large rectan&'1llar stone 
fountains. The bottom levels now contain planungs, but at times in the past they have 
been used 10 catch the spillover from the fountains. At other times. both levels have held 
plantings. Six massive red granite lam p piers topped with light fixtures in wrought-iron 
cages. and 16 smaller bronze light fixtures, line the paved plaza. Seats arc placed at intervals 
along the sidewalks. Three sets of benches are enclosed with wrought-iron railings and grilles; 
the roofed bench was originally a shelter for streetcar passengers. 

The northern pan of the grounds offers a shaded walk among trees, nowcrs, and shrubbery. 
A small. hexagonal brick structure named the Summer House may be found in the northwest 
comer of the grounds. This strucrure contains shaded benches. a central ornamental fountain. 
and three public drinking fountnins. In a small grotto on the eastern side of the Summer 
House. a stream of water nows and splashes over rocks 10 create a pleasing sound and 
cool the summer breezes. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GROUNDS BEFORE OLMSTED 

The land on which the Capitol stands was first occupied by the Manahoacs and the 
Monacans, who were subtribes of the Algonquin Indians. Early scnlers reported that these 
tribes occasionally held councils not far from the foot of the hill. This land eventually 
became a part of Cerne Abbey Manor, and at the time of its acquisition by the Federal 
Government it was owned by Daniel Carroll of Duddington. 

The "Residence Act" of 1790 provided that the Federal Government should be established 
in a pennanent location by the year l 800. In early March 1791 the Commissioners of 
the City of Washington. who had been appointed by President George Washington. selected 
the French engineer Pierre Charles L' l; nfant 10 plan the new federal city. L'Enfant decided 
to locate the Capitol at the elevated east end of the Mall (on what was then called Jenkins' 
Hill): he described the site as "a pedestal waiting for a monument." 

Al this time the site of the Capitol was a relative wilderness partly overgrown \\~th 
scrub oak. Oliver Wolcon, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, described the soil 
as an "exceedingly .,riff clay, becoming dust in dry and mortar in rainy weather." A muddy 
creek with swampy borders nowed at the base of the hill, and an alder swamp bordered 
by tall woods occupied the place where the Botanic Garden now stands. The city's inhabitants, 
li ke L'Enfant and Washington, expected that the capital would grow to the east, leaving 
the Capitol and the White House essentially on its outskirts. For some years the land around 
the Capitol was regarded as a common. crossed by roads in several directions and intended 
to be left as an open area. 

ln 1825, a plan was devised for imposing order on the Capitol grounds, and it was 
carried out for almost 15 years. The plan divided the area into Oat. rectangular grassy 
areas bordered by trees, nower beds, and gravel walks. The growth of the trees, however. 
soon deprived the other plantings of nourishment, and the design became increasingly difficult 
10 maintain in light of sporadic and small appropriations. John Foy. who had charge of 
the grounds during most of this period. was "superseded for political reasons." and the 
area was then maintained with linle care or forethought. Many rapidly growing but short
lived trees were introduced and soon depicted the soil: 11 lack of proper pruning and thinning 
lefi the majority of the area's vegetation ill-grown, feeble. or dead. Virtually all was removed 
by the early l870's. either 10 make way for building operations during Thomas U. Walter's 
enlargement of the Capitol or as required by changes in grading 10 accommodate the new 
work on the building or the alterations 10 surrounding streets. 

THE OLMSTED PLAN 

The mid- I 9th-century extension of the Capitol, in which the House and Senate wings 
and the new dome were added. required also that the Capitol grounds be enlarged. and 
in 1874 Frederick Law Olmsted was commissioned 10 plan and oversee the project. As 
noted above, Olmsted was determined that the grounds should complement the building. 
In addition, he addressed an architectural problem that had persisted for some years: from 
the west- the direction in which the city was clearly growing- the earthen terraces at the 
building's base made it seem inadequately supported at the top of the hill. The solution, 
Olmsted believed. was to construct marble tcrrnccs on the nonh. west. and south s ides 
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of the building, 1hcreby causing ii 10 "gain grea1ly in 1hc supreme quali1ies of stability, 
endurance, and repose." He submi11cd his design for these features in I 875, and after extensive 
study ii was approved. 

Work on the grounds began in 1874, concentra1ing firs1 on the cast side and 1hen progressing 
to the west, nonh, and south sides in 1875. First, the ground was reduced in elevation. 
Almost 300.000 cubic yards of earth and other material were eventually removed, and over 
200 trees were transplanted. 'cw sewer. gas. and water systems were installed. The soil 
was then enriched with fertilizers to provide a suitable growth medium for new plantings. 
Paths and roadways were graded and their foundations were laid. 

By 1876, gas and water service was completed for the entire grounds, and electrical 
lamp-lighting apparatuses had been installed. Stables and workshops had been removed from 
1he northwest and southwest comers. A streetcar system north and south of the wes1 grounds 
had been relocated farther from the Capitol. and ornamental shelters were in place at the 
north and south car-track tennini. The granite and bronze lamp piers and ornamental bronze 
lamps for the cast plaz.:i area were comple1ed. 

Work accelerated in 1877. lly this time, according 10 Olmsted's repon. "altogether 7.83 7 
plants and trees (had] been set out." However. not all had survived: hundreds were s1olen 
or destroyed by vandals. and. as Olmsted explained, "a large number of ca11le (had) been 
caught trespassing." Other work met with less difficulty. Foot-walks were laid with anificial 
stone, a mixture of cement and sand. and approaches were paved with concrete. An ornamental 
iron trellis had been installed on the nonhem cast-side walk, and another was under way 
on the southern walk. An underground air duel for ventilating the Hall of the House was 
laid 10 a temporary opening in the west side of the hill. 

The 1878 uppointmenl of watchmen to patrol the grounds was quite effective in preventing 
funher vandalism. allowing lhe lawns to be completed and much shrubbery 10 be added. 
Also in that year. the roads throughout the grounds were paved. 

Most of the work required on the cast side of the grounds was completed by 1879. 
and effort thus shifted largely 10 the west side. The Pennsylvania Avenue approach was 
vinually finished. and work on the Maryland Avenue approach had begun. The stone walls 
on the west side of the b'TOunds were almost finished, and the red granite lump piers were 
placed at the eastward entrance from Pennsylvania Avenue. 

In the years 1880-82. many features of the grounds were completed. These included the 
walls and coping around the entire perimeter, the approaches and entrances, the tower for 
the House air shaft, and the Summer House. Work on the terraces began in 1882. and 
most work from this point until 1892 was concentrated on these strucrures. 

In 1885. Olmsted retired from superintendency of the terrace project; he continued to 
direct the work on the grounds until 1889. Landscaping work was perfom1ed to adapt the 
surrounding areas to the new construction, grading the ground and planting shrubs at the 
bases of the walls. as 1he progress of the masonry work allowed. Some tr~-cs and other 
l)'peS of vegetation were removed, either because !hey had decayed or as pan of a careful 
thinning-out proces~. 

In 1886. Olmsted recommended that the Senate side of the Capitol be supplied with 
fresh air through a duet and tower similar to those on the House side. This project was 
completed in 1889- 90. In 1888, the wrought-iron lamp frames and railings were placed 
at the Maryland Avenue entmnce, making i1 the last 10 be completed. In 1892. the streetcar 
track that had extended into grounds from Independence Avenue was removed. 

THE GROUNDS AFTER OLMSTED 

In the last years of the 19th century. work on the grounds consisted chiefly of maintenance 
and repairs as needed. Trees. lawns. and plantings were tended .. pruned, and thinned 10 
allow their best growth. This work was quite successful: by 1894, the grounds were so 
deeply shaded by trees and shrubs that Architect of the Capitol Edward Clark recommended 
an all-night patrol by watchmen to ensure public safety. A hurricane in September 1896 
damaged or destroyed a number of trees. requiring extensive removals in the following year. 
Also in 1897, electric lighting replaced gas lighting in the grounds. 

Between 1910 and 1935, 61.4 acres north of Constitution Avenue were added 10 the 
grounds. Approximately 100 acres was added in subsequent years. bringing the total area 
to 274 acres. In 1981, the Architect of the Capitol developed the Master Plan for future 
development of lhe U.S. Capitol grounds and related areas. 

Since 1983, increased security measures have been put into effect. including the installation 
of barriers at vehicular entrances. However, the area still functions in many ways as a 
public park. and visitors are welcome 10 use the walks 10 tour the grounds. Demonstrations 
and ceremonies are often held on the grounds. During the summer, many high-school bands 
perfonn in front of the Capitol, and a series of evening concens by the bands of the 
Am1ed Forces is offered free of charge on the cast front plaza. On various holidays, concens 
by the National Symphony Orchestra urc held on the west front lawn. 
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ROOMS IN BASEMENT, TERRACE. AND COURTYARDS OF THE CAPITOL 

llll I, 6. How.c StrgC"anl at Arms, 
110 IA Ckrk of~" llousc 
IIU 3. IJO. Ocmomuc leJut<r. 
118 4 Library ofCon£.rt:S$ Capitol Suuon 
!ID S, ll Spakn of 1l>t ll00« 
IIO 9. IO lfOUl-C Rntaw-ant ColTr,: $hop 

IIOUSE SIDE 

UASl"\ff'fl 

1-11) 15 Archiltel oftht C1p110I HoP.UC C'ngtnttrs 
110 16, 17, UI Conm,lttet o n Appropn11t1ons 
JI O 19. Archilect of lht C:ap11ol. Elt'o'ator opcn1or1 
till 20, 21. 22. 2J. 24 Uoust Rnaurant K11chcn 
Ito 25 HoOS< C'h.lpl.t1n 
110 26, 27, 28, 29. l2, J2A, 33 Archll«t of the Capnol 
Ito JO, l I Outf AdrrumJtrall\C OlfK'tf 

t'tRM.C-L 

!IT 2, 2M. 4, J M, <,, 6M. Coinmitte'r (;Pn StandudJ ofOfTic1al C"onducl 
IIT J, S, 7. A rch1tct1 of tht Cap11ol Cumtor. 
!IT k, 10 Cltrk of th< llollS< Pagts 
!IT 9, 11, 13, IS, 17 Cltrk of the HolLS< L<g1.>la1ivc Opcr>tion, 
UT I?, U, 16, 18 Arch1ttt1 ofCapu.ol t-lq offitt 
HT 20, 23, 24. 2S. 26, 27, J9, 49A, SI. 62. 6J Architect oflhc (apuol -'lttlwu~I rooms 
HT 30, 32, JO, 36 Archn«t of the Capuol Shtttmru! >hop 
HT 33 ArchilC'Ct of the l"ap11ol. Carpc,,tcr'1 ~ey shop. 
HT 35, 37. 39. Ardutcct of 1ht- Capitol Elc,ator shop 
I IT JR, 40, 41. Architect of the Ca.pitol El«tncal shop 
tlT 42, 44, 62 Arch11.«1 of th.c C11p1to1 
tlT -U Architm of the Capitol Pamt shop 
!IT os, 07 ,,,clut«t of the Copitol IAborm' >hop 
!IT 46 A«hn«t of th< Capnol Plwnbm' >hop 
IIT 08, SO, 52 Clnl of the Hou,c 
IIT 53, S5, 57, f-loU)t tdcv1sion t'Onlrol 
IIT S6. 6S, 66, 66A, 67 Commiuee on Apptopri.:uioru.. 
!IT SX, 59, 60, 61 l'lcrl of the H°"" OOiml R,po~cr, of Ocbatts 

C'()LkTYAJW 

IIC .a Committc-c on Ruki 
llC s fO)Cf 

IK' SA. SB, 6, 7. M Confrrrncc I Hcmn1 ,oonu 
lit' Sl' Kitchen 
1-1(.' 9 OC'mocralic Wl11p 

SENATF SIDE 

llASl\fJ'IT 

SD I . Scruuc Rcsfflumnt Banqutl Otj11.tnmtnl. 
SD-7 Scmte Rc~taurant. Kitchffl 
SD K Senate Set1;ean1 at Anru Rteordmg studio 
SD 9 Sc-Mte Strgeant at Affl'IS 
SB IO Sc-M1t R~Laun.nl Cam-Out 
SB 11, 12 Arc-h1tt-ct of the Capitol Sfflate enguittn 
sn IJ, 13A. 14, IS, 16, 17. UL 19, 21, 21A Art-hllttt of the: Capitol 
SB 20. Secrctat)· of UK' Smale 
SB 22. Arth11tc1 of the Capitol Masonry shop 
SB 23. Scn111c Sergtant a1 Amu Ctatochal SCT\lt'C 

SO 36. s«tttary of the- Smatc ~c--.sp.1ptt room 

ST I, J, s. 7, 9. 11, 17, 18. CapllOI rol1« 
ST 13. 15 Capi1ol Ciu1dc Se-S'\itc-, 

nllk.AC"l 

ST 16 Arch1tttt of the Capitol ln,ul:11ion shop 
ST 19, 23, 24, 2S, 27, 28. JO, 09, 52. 59. 61, 68 Ar<hll«t or the C'ap11ol Mechanical roonu. 
ST 20. SJ. 60. 62 SC'rwt Strgtanl at Anm C~odial scruc~ 
ST 29 Ocs1Sl'-'t<d SmolJng Room 
ST 3-4, 36. 38 Sc-nste SC'rgant at Arm, Semtr trlr\ lllOn conu-ol 
ST 41, 44 s«rttiuy of the Sc-na1r Official Reponn-s of lxNtr:s 
ST 45, 43A, Assistanl MBjori1y Lc-adcr, 
ST 47, 4!rl, 70, ScnAtr 5(-rgeanl at Amu 
ST-50 lkmocrallc Policy Comm1ltct 
ST-SI. S2. 6-1. M Archuttt of tht Capnol Pa.mt M'M>p 
ST s.a S«rr1ary of the SC'natt Captton.tng w--n.1Cc,. 

ST SS. Ocmocntto< Lcada. 
ST-56, Sij S«n'wy ofw S<nai, 011ly Digest 
ST 57 Rrpubl1can Policy t'omm111tc 
ST 71. 73 Sena1e Se-rgca.nl at Anni, Recording studio (old SrMlr $Ul;n,·Ay tunnel) 

COLIUY\W 

SC 4, SA. SD. 6 Conrcr<n« ll"""S rooms 
SC 5. fo)cr 
SC SC. Knchtn 
SC 7, 8 Dcmocraoc Leader 
SC 12 Re-publican Leader. 

(') 
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ROOMS ON FIRST (GROUND) l'LOOR OF THE CAPITOL 

IIOUSE SIDE 

H'-1.11 of Colwnns 
Hull o( Capitols. 
Great fuperimenl Hall. 
Wcslward Expansion HoJI 

H 101. Hou..«- Pall Office, 
H- 104. 105. IOSA. 106. 107. 107A. I0H. 109. 110.111. IIJ. 114, 1141\, 115, 116. M•ionty 

Whip 
H- 117. House Restaurant (Ernest Pctinaud Room]. 
IH 18, 118A, 120/\, 1208. 121. Howe Rcstauran1. 
H 119, 120C. Houst Re.$taurant, Kitchen 
ll 120 House Restau.mnt [ Charle, E. Ocnncu Room], 
If 122, 123, Pri1-·a1e dining room (Spell.er). 
H 123A llou.sc Rcstiurant. Catffing Offic::c. 
H 124, 125. Sergeant at Anns. 
H 126. Parliament.ari1n 
H 127, 128. Spt-U.cr of the House. 
H 129, Wright ratm.an Congr~onal Fc-dcral Crcd11 Union 
II IJ0, 131. Membf-rs' pri\·ate dining rooms 
H 132, ISL Democratic Leadtr. 
H 133, 134. Rqiublican Confettnce. 
H- 135. Subcomminec on Ddt'ru<' (Appropri11tions) 
H 136. 137. Commiuce on Ways aOO Mearu. 
H I J9. Comminee on lntcma1ional Rclouons. 
1-1 140, Committtt on Approprfations [George Mahon Room]. 
II 142, 143. Subcommiuee on 1-fUD- lndqx-ndent Agencies (Appropriatiora). 
II 144, 145, 146, 148. CoinmiUC'C' on Approprialions. 
H 147. Subcommiuct on Legislati\e-O.C. (Approprialions) 
H- 149 Subcommincc on Defmse (Appropri11tion1). 
H 150. Subcommiuce on Fortign Opc-ratioM (AppropriatiollS). 
H 152, 152A, Comm11tce on Rules. 
H 153, IS4, 15l, IS6, 1561\, 158. Clerk oflh< HOU><. 
H 159, 160,161,162,165, 166, 1661\, 1660, 166C, 167. ,\tu,oo,ng l'hymian. 
H 163. 164. Committte on House O\lmight 

CRYPT 

SF.NATE S IDE 

Brumidi Corridors. 

S 101. Railroad Tick.et Office. 
S 109, 110, 112, 112A, 1120, I l4, 115. Seniue Rest11urant. 

S 111, I I IA, 11 IO, I Un. Senate Restaurant. Kitchen. 
S 113. ~n111c RtStaurant [Sty les Bridges Room]. 
S 11 JA. Senace Re-.slAUJllnl. Catering omce. 
S 116, 117. Committee on Foreign Rela1ioru. 
S 118. 119, 121 . 0emocrnticPolicyCommlltce. 
S- 120. Reupt1on Room (Restaurrun) (Hug.h Scon RoomJ. 
S 122, 123. Sectttary of the Senate. Dill Clerk and Morning nusme-.ss C lt-rk. 
S l 2S, 126, 127, 128, 129, 12S-A, 130. IJ0A, IJJ. Comminee on Appropriatioru. 
S 132, I 33. Sc-creu.ry of the Sen.al~. PMliamenurian. 
S 134. Senelary of the S,enate. Legislati\e Clerk.. 
S 13 5, ~cretary of the St"nate. Journal Clerk 
S- U8, Se-cttt:uy of lhc Sen.111e. EA,xl.ltivc Ckrk and Office Scrvi«-s [Arthur H. Vandcnbtrc Room}. 
S 139. S«retary of the Sen.,.tt. Engros:sing and Enrolling Clerks 
S 1-i l Old Supre-me Court Chamber. 
S 14:5. Senate Whes' Reception Room. 
S 146. Committee on Appropriations. 
S 146A Suboommill<'e on Commerce, Just,ct-, State, and the Judiciary (Appropri11tions). 
S 147. An:-hilecl of the Capitol 
S 148, 149, 1:50 Assislant Minority Leader. 
S ISi. Commiucc on Rules 
S- 153. 154. Attending Physician_ Fm,t Aid 
S 155. Auending Physician 
S 156. Capitol Gulde Sel"\·ict-. Congre.Mional Spr,cial Sen•ices Office. 

EF 100. Reception Room (c-enttr. E.lllt Front), 

~ 
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ROOMS ON SECOND (PRINCIPAL) FLOOR OF THE CAPITOL 

IIOUSE SIDe 

Nllfon,J Sutuuy Hall. 
Hill of the l lousc- of RC"J}rcsmuu1 ... cs 

H 201. 202. 203, 204, 205. 206 Drmocrui,, L<adtr. 
II 207 Ho= R«<J"ion Room (San, Rayburn RoomJ 
If 208, l~A Comm1tlte on Wa)i :and Mrm.) 
II 209, 210 Spol.«'> Room, 
l-1 21 l P~hamc-nt:Jman 
II 212. 213, 214 Rc-prcsrn1.at1\'H' ret1rmg r00ms, 
If 216, 217. 2 1M, 218"- Commiu« on Approprmllons 
II 219 Ma;omy l.adt:r. 
H 220~ Spcaln's floor om« 
H Z2 I, Z2J Rq,ubhron <~ 
H 222. 224 Oc-mocntic cloalroom 
1-1 225. Democratic l..c;,dcr's floor ofTic:e. 
II 226. 226M A, 226M 0 . 226M C MaJOnly Lud<r. 
II 227,228.229, 2J2A. 23). 236 Sp<aktr orlli< IIOU>C 
11 DO. 231. 2)2 Sprak<t orlh< 11 ..... (Rob<n II Michel Room>) 
H 23-l Prayn Room 
H 235, 2J.SA, 2358, 235C Congres.s1onal WomC'n·s Rdd1ng Room (Lindy ClaiborM Boggs Room} 
Ii 30-iP..·1-A, J().a~1-B (mcuanmt) Periodic.11 Pres., Gall~. 

ROTUND/\ 

SENATE SIDE 

Sma1C' ("h1m.bN 
Dalrony (Rob<n J. Dole Oaloony). 

S 207 Sc:natot'!' Conftrtnce Room (M1\.e MBruficld Room] 
S 208, 209 A»HWll M>JOnlY L,ad,r 
s 210 A»iswn M•JO"•Y Lcad<f (John F Kmnroy Room) 
5 211 s«-rna,y or the Smatc (Lyndon 8 John>on Room) 
S 21? Vice Prrs1dtnL 
S 21 J Sena.le Rcctplion Room 
S 214 Cernnorual OOicc of the Viet PremknL 
S 215 ScnatoD' rchnni; room [Marblr Room] 
S 216 Prts1denl'.s Room 
5 219. 219A. 220 Sr<rrwy orlh< Sma1< 
S 221, lllA. 222, 22), 224. Drmocrauc L,adc, {Rob<n C 0)Td Roon,s] 
S 225. Ocmocrat1c cloal.room 
S 226 Re-publican c loal.room 
S 227. 231,232.233. 234, 234A, 235. 2JM. 236. Rcpubhc.n L,a,;lc1 
S 228 Old S«utc CIYmb<r 
S 229. 229A. 229M R<!IUbloan L,g1>l1u-, Scheduling Offi« 
S 2)0 R<J>ubli<>n I ad<r (Ho~-ard 11 Oal<t, Jr. RoomJ 
S 237 Prrs.1dtt1t Pro Trmport 
s 2JM [Strom Thum101M.t Room]. 
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ROOMS ON THIRD (GALLERY) FLOOR OF THE CAPITOL 

HOUSE SIDE 

II JOI, 302, 30) lxmornluc Pohcy Commm« 
H JO,, 30,M,II, JO,M,8 Pcnod,cal I'= Gallery 
11 JOS. JO!,, 307, 308. Democra,;< Whip. 
11- 309. 310 Subcommittee on C..'onunt'tt'C', ) u.)UCC', S111e, and the fodici1cy (Appropmmons) 
JI ll I, 312, 312A, 313, ] 14 l'omm111tt on Rules 
JI JJS, JJSII, 316, JJ7, JJ8, 319 J'r<s.s Gall<ry 
II 320, J20M. 321. 321M. 322. J22A lud.10 and Tclc,,Juoo Corro.pondm15' Gallny 
JI 323. Conmuntt on Appropn:moru.. 
II )24, 324M. Mc-mbcTS" F1m1hC"S Room. !Thomtl1 P O'Neill, Jr Room]. 
JI JZS, 32711, J2S, 329, JJ0, JJOII. 33 1, 332, JJS Majority Leader 
II 326, 327, Ill. 334, JJS Sp<•>« or lh< Holl.I< 

SENATE SIDF 

S · JOW Racho and T clC'" u.1on Studio 
S 309. l JO Drmocnu, SttT<wy 
S J I L $tna1e Wivc..s' Lounge. 
S J 12, J 12A A~i)l&nt S«reury of thC" ~rt.lie 
S JIJ, ]IJA. 314, )1411, 315. 316 Pl< .. GaJl<ry 
S 317 Pm.s Pho,og..;,h<r>' Gallay 
S JI R OC'mocnt1c Pohcy Comnuatt 
S JI 9, 321, 322, 323, 324 S<rgtanl ., /\mu 
S J20 Penodical Pr~n Gallery. 
S J2S Radio nnd Televmon Corrcspondc-nt.1' Gallery 
S 326 Jlallway 
S 33 I, 332. Sena!< lhlplam 
S 332, 333. S<=ury or lh< Smat< Snlat< I 1bruy 
S }.l7, 337A Secn·~ry for 1M MaJonty 
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HOUSE SIDF 

II-J24M (mi:-.aanmc) Membc~' fAmilic., Room 
11 40.S Pc-m.inc-nt S<ktt Comm11ttt on Inttlhgc-lX't' 
II 419A. 4198, 419C, 419D. Jl9~ Spw.N of Iii<"°""' 
II -'20, ti -420A, 421 Ar-chilt't'I o( lht Cap11ol 

ROOMS ON rnu RTH (ATTIC) FLOOR OF THE CAPITOL 

SENATE SIDF 

S 406. Secrc1ary of the Sc-nalc. SC'n.llc Sccur11y 
S 408, 409 Radio and Tclc\uton l'orra.poodtnu· Ga.lltry 
S JIO S<nna,y oflh< Srna1< ('°""""""' and 1'r..,,-a11on 
S J ll, 41 JA. 41 )8 SecrctaryoftheSrnate C'unitorof An 
S 4 12. 41 7 Architect o( th< C•pnol Mc:chanial roonu 
S 4 1), 414. 414A, 41 5.416. 418. 419. 420 S«rNory of Ill< Srnai, 

,Vote To rrxh H 40S and S .S06 lh,c up~ ckutot on the first noor at SOU.lheall \loll.II o fdlC' Crypt,, and W.c 10 foW1h floor o(Ca,r1tol 

Maps edited by Jay Uon ru-id Peter Oyrd. 
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