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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )(
)(  Criminal No. 21-204 (BAH)
V. )( Chief Judge Howell
)(  Trial: August 1, 2022
MATTHEW BLEDSOE )(

JOINT STATEMENT REGARDING CHANGE IN TRIAL DATE

COMES NOW the defendant, Matthew Bledsoe, and the United States of America (the
government), by and through undersigned counsel, and respectfully submit this joint statement
regarding the Court’s desire to move the start day for the trial in this case from August 1, 2022 to
a day in the week starting on Monday, July 18, 2022 or the week starting on Monday, July 25,
2022. In this joint statement, Mr. Bledsoe and the government would show:

L. Currently, trial in this case 1s scheduled to begin on August 1, 2022.

2. In a minute order filed on May 9, 2021 the Court indicated that it was “directing
the parties to submit by 3PM, May 10, 2022, a joint report (1) proposing a trial date that falls
within the week of July 18, 2022 or July 25, 2022, given pretrial dispositions in other matters
that have relieved the congestion in the Court's calendar and (2) explaining for each day during
that period that the parties believe they are unavailable to begin trial, why they are unable to do so
or unable to reschedule any other commitments.”

3. In regards to the above-referenced minute order, the government indicates that it
1s able to accommodate starting trial on any day during the week that starts on July 18, 2022 or
the week that starts July 25, 2022.

4. In regards to the above-referenced minute order, undersigned counsel for Mr.

Bledsoe indicates that moving the trial from August 1, 2022 to an earlier date will pose a
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hardship for him in terms of trial preparation. Accordingly, he objects to changing the trial date
to an earlier date.

5. Undersigned counsel for Mr. Bledsoe is involved in a number of very serious
cases that are putting high demands on his time. When trial was scheduled in this case for
August 1, 2022, counsel budgeted his time for this case and those cases with that trial date in
mind. In doing this, counsel made a point to keep the two weeks leading up to the trial in this
case as free as possible on his calendar so that he could make sure he had time to prepare for
trial. Counsel feels that it is particularly important in this case to block off time before trial
because the government is still providing discovery to counsel and uploading it to the
Deloitte/Relativity database. While government counsel have been good about getting discovery
to counsel as it comes into their possession and about pointing out to counsel the discovery they
believe is pertinent, counsel still owes a duty to Mr. Bledsoe to review the discovery that is
continuing to come in to look for evidence beyond the evidence the government thinks is
pertinent that might be relevant to the defenses he is planning to make.

6. Currently, the biggest cases that counsel 1s handling that are in a pretrial posture

are United States v. Darran Butler, 19-cr-137 (PWG) (United States District Court for the

District of Maryland) (murder for hire and racketeering) and United States v. Ashton Briscoe,
19-cr-166 (DLF) (United States District Court for District of Columbia) (two counts of
kidnapping resulting in death). When counsel was appointed to these cases, they were death-
penalty cases. However, in both cases, the government has now made a “no seek™ decision. The
former case, in particular, is currently requiring counsel to devote a great deal of time to it, and it
will continue to do so for at least the next two months. The amount of discovery is voluminous

and pretrial motions are now due on July 5, 2022. This deadline was moved once before, and the
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judge has indicated that he will not move it again. Additionally, counsel’s co-counsel in the case
has just withdrawn from the case for personal reasons, and though new co-counsel has now been
brought on, that new co-counsel is not yet up to speed. Thus, counsel is having to work on the
case even more than expected to fill the void that previous co-counsel’s withdrawal has created.

7. Because undersigned counsel for Mr. Bledsoe took pains to keep the two-week
period before the August 1, 2022 trial date as free as possible from other commitments so that he
could make sure he could be prepared for trial in this case, counsel does not have any matters
currently scheduled that he cannot move for the weeks starting July 18, 2022 and July 25, 2022.
However, the reason that counsel’s calendar is largely free for these two weeks is because
counsel had budgeted them for trial preparation in this case, including the review of the
discovery that is still being disclosed.

8. Especially because of the fact that the government is still providing discovery,
undersigned counsel for Mr. Bledsoe already had concerns about being ready for trial on August
1,2022.

9. While maintaining his objection to moving the current trial date of August 1, 2022
to an earlier date, undersigned counsel for Mr. Bledsoe requests that, if the trial date is moved to

an earlier date, the Court give counsel as much time as possible to prepare for trial.
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CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, the defendant, Matthew Bledsoe, and the United States of America
respectfully submit this joint statement regarding the Court’s desire to move the start day for the
trial in this case from August 1, 2022 to a day in the week starting on Monday, July 18, 2022 or
the week starting on Monday, July 25, 2022.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/
Jerry Ray Smith, Jr.
D.C. Bar No. 448699
Counsel for Matthew Bledsoe
717 D Street, N.W.
Suite 310
Washington, DC 20004
Phone: (202) 347-6101
E-mail: jerrvraysmith@verizon.net

/s/
Jamie Carter
D.C. Bar No. 1027970
Assistant United States Attorney
601 D Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20530
Phone: (202) 252-6741
E-mail: Jamie.Carter@usdoj.gov




