
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE  
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  ) 

) 
v.      ) CRIM NO. 21–cr–00107-RDM 
      ) 
BRUNO JOSEPH CUA,   ) 

     ) 
 Defendant.    ) 
      ) 

 
EMERGENCY MOTION FOR REVOCATION OF DETENTION  

 
Defendant Bruno Joseph Cua, by and through his attorneys, and pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §§ 

3145(b) and 3142(e), respectfully moves this Court for an order releasing him to the third-party 

custody of his parents with location monitoring, as well as other conditions set forth herein. Such 

conditions are more than sufficient to reasonably assure Mr. Cua’s future appearances before this 

Court and the safety of all persons and the community under the heightened standards of the Bail 

Reform Act. Given his age (18), the time he has been incarcerated to date, and the circumstances 

discussed below, Mr. Cua respectfully requests that the Court set an accelerated briefing 

schedule and hold a hearing at the soonest possible date that is convenient for the Court. 

Counsel understands that Mr. Cua is currently in transit to D.C. After being held for 

nearly three weeks in Georgia, he was moved yesterday to the Grady County Jail in Chickasha, 

Oklahoma, and is being held in a cell with approximately thirty other inmates. Counsel has no 

further information as to when he will be moved to D.C. Counsel notes, however, that another 

Capitol defendant, Gina Bisignano, was arraigned and released today by video conference by 

Judge Nichols while being held at the Grady County Jail. See United States v. Bisignano, 1:21-

cr-00036-CJN. Given that the Grady County Jail appears to have video conference capability, 
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Mr. Cua respectfully requests an arraignment and detention hearing by video conference from 

Oklahoma if the Court is amenable, especially if he is not transported to D.C. promptly.   

I. PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

Mr. Cua was arrested in Georgia on February 5, 2021, pursuant to a criminal complaint 

charging him with several offenses in relation to the breach of the Capitol that took place on 

January 6, 2021. Mr. Cua is charged based on allegations that he entered the Capitol without 

authorization, participated with others in a shoving match with a plain-clothes law enforcement 

officer inside the Capitol, and carried a baton on his person (but did not use it) while doing so. 

Pretrial Services in Georgia recommended release to his parents as third-party custodians and a 

$15,000 unsecured bond with other special conditions. On February 10 and 12, 2021, Magistrate 

Judge Alan Baverman held a detention hearing in the Northern District of Georgia at which Mr. 

Cua’s father, Joseph Cua, testified in support of Mr. Cua’s request that he be released to the 

third-party custodianship of his parents. At the end of the hearing on February 12, Judge 

Baverman found that Mr. Cua is a danger to the community based primarily on certain direct 

messages sent to other individuals. United States v. Cua, 1:21-mj-00129, ECF No. 9 (Feb. 12, 

2021). Judge Baverman also found that Mr. Cua’s parents are not suitable third-party custodians. 

Id. Judge Baverman stated at the hearing that he did not believe Mr. Cua was a flight risk. 

II. INTRODUCTION 

Bruno Cua is an impressionable eighteen-year-old kid who was in the middle of finishing 

his online coursework to graduate from high school when he was arrested. In many ways, he is 

less of an “adult” than many other teenagers. He has never lived away from his parents. He has 

lived his entire life in the area immediately surrounding Atlanta, Georgia. His favorite things to 

do are to work on his truck, go fishing, spend time with his family, and design and build 
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elaborate tree houses, much of the time accompanied by his little brother and his little brother’s 

friends. He does not smoke, vape, or drink alcohol. He does not run around at night partying with 

other teenagers. He has never been arrested or jailed before his arrest in this case. 

Right now, Bruno is very scared and very remorseful. In the strongest terms, he wholly 

regrets his actions on January 6 and fully recognizes the utmost seriousness of the charges and 

allegations against him. His arrest and these charges will unavoidably change the course of this 

young man’s life. His parents are heartbroken. His younger sister and brother just want Bruno 

home. The impact of this experience will forever alter their entire family. But while the charges 

are serious, Mr. Cua is prepared to face them through the legal system. He should not, however, 

be forced to do so from a jail cell hundreds of miles away from his family, especially during the 

current pandemic, while he remains innocent until proven guilty. 

In the months and days leading up to January 6, 2021, former President Trump and his 

surrogates repeatedly sowed the seeds of distrust in the democratic institutions of this country, 

claiming that the presidential election had been stolen from him. He engaged in violent rhetoric 

and fomented a growing outrage among his supporters. Other politicians, prominent persons, and 

members of the media amplified and radicalized the message further—the Democrats had stolen 

the election and Trump’s supporters must “stop the steal.” The message echoed across social 

media, as unsubstantiated allegations were hurled back and forth and the rhetoric grew more and 

more violent. True or not, Trump and many of his supporters espoused the belief that our 

democratic institutions had failed, that Trump had won the election, and that Biden was an 

illegitimate President. As January 6 grew closer, Trump called his supporters to Washington to 

“fight.” From the Office of the President of the United States, he tasked them with an illegal and 

impossible task—to stop Congress from certifying the election results. Indeed, President Trump 
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was impeached for inciting an insurrection based on his role in the violence at the Capitol and 

fifty-seven senators voted to convict him. 

At the detention hearing in Georgia, the government presented a number of direct 

messages Mr. Cua sent to other individuals to support their allegations that he is such a danger 

that no conditions of release could reasonably assure the safety of the community. But those 

messages are the idle chatter of an extremely passionate, but very naïve, teenager who was 

parroting what he heard and saw on social media. Mr. Cua did not come up with these ideas on 

his own; he was fed them. As one press report describes, “talk of civil war, traitors and 

revolution mirrored fighting words echoed by right-wing social media personalities and websites 

for months.”1  

As reported in USA Today, before the Capitol Riots “[v]iolent rhetoric including threats 

against elected officials and police officers flooded all social media platforms including 

Facebook, Twitter and Google’s YouTube, not just online forums popular with extremists,” 

which was “fueled by President Trump’s voter fraud claims.”2 On one popular message board 

called TheDonald, eighty percent of the top posts called for violence in the top five responses, 

including comments such as “WE WANT BLOOD” and calls to murder House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi. Id. One account urged Trump’s followers to “[s]tart shooting[,] patriots. Kill these 

(expletive) traitors.” Id. The Boogaloos, a far-right extremist group, called for Trump supporters 

to “Burn down DC.” Id. Members of the extremist groups the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers 

conspired to disrupt Congress. One person online asked “Whos running arms and ammo to dc for 

 
1 M. Kunzelman & A. Seitz, “Dozens Charged in Capitol Riots Spewed Extremist Rhetoric,”  
2 J. Guyyn, “‘Burn down DC’: Violent that Erupted at Capitol Was Incited by Pro-Trump Mob 
on Social Media,” USA Today (Feb. 12, 2021), available at 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2021/01/06/trump-riot-twitter-parler-proud-boys-
boogaloos-antifa-qanon/6570794002/. 
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when the fun starts.” Id. A TikTok video with hundreds of thousands of views encouraged 

supporters to arm themselves, while thousands of posts on Parler “talked of a second civil war.” 

Id. According to the research organization Advance Democracy, there were 128,395 

engagements with posts on social media with calls for violence. Id. The false narrative and 

violent rhetoric of former President Trump and other leaders is the central fact that links all of 

the Capitol cases. 

As a sheltered and vulnerable teenager whose view of the outside world largely revolved 

around social media, Mr. Cua echoed what many others were saying. And as the government has 

recognized, there were “scores of individuals inside the Capitol building without authority to be 

there.” United States v. Barnett, 1:21-cr-00038-CRC, ECF No. 12, at 5 (D.D.C. Jan. 27, 2021). 

Mr. Cua did not lead the charge. He did not break windows or damage property to gain access. 

Mr. Cua did not plan out an attack or conspire with others. He did not plan to meet up with other 

people in D.C. It was a mob of people, many of whom unfortunately believed the very same 

things expressed in the direct messages on which the government relies so heavily. 

Unfortunately, Bruno was swept up in this mistaken world view, a view that told him that 

democracy was not working and the only option was to fight. But in the end, he never even acted 

on any violent rhetoric. He could have, but he did not. 

III. ARGUMENT 

“Our system of criminal justice embraces a strong presumption against detention.” United 

States v. Hassanshahi, 989 F. Supp. 2d 110, 113 (2013) (quoting United States v. Hanson, 613 F. 

Supp. 85, 87 (D.D.C. 2009)). “In our society liberty is the norm, and detention prior to trial or 

without trial is the carefully limited exception.” Id. (quoting United States v. Salerno, 481 U.S. 

739, 755 (1987)). This Court must release a defendant prior to trial unless it determines “that 
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such release will not reasonably assure the appearance of the person as required or will endanger 

the safety of any other person or the community.” 18 U.S.C. §1342(b). 

A. Mr. Cua’s parents are appropriate third-party custodians. 

The defense proposes that Mr. Cua be released to the third-party custody of his parents, 

Joe and Alise Cua. The suitability of Mr. and Dr. Cua as third-party custodians may be a less 

important issue given that most of the Capitol defendants released to date whose cases have been 

reviewed by counsel have been released without a third-party custodian. Thus, release to the 

custodianship of his parents is, in essence, an extra assurance of compliance with release 

conditions. Nevertheless, the defense addresses his parents’ suitability, given the magistrate 

judge’s finding in Georgia. 

The Cuas have been married for twenty-one years. They, along with their three children, 

reside in Milton, Georgia, in a single-family home on farmland. Up until last year, Joe Cua had 

worked for an international hotel chain for twenty years, serving as a Vice President in the 

development area for the past seven years. He now works for a construction restoration 

company. His wife Alise is a veterinarian who gave up her practice to be at home to raise her 

children. She now works as a freelance photographer. Bruno has two younger siblings: a 17-

year-old sister a 13-year-old brother. Bruno and his siblings are home-schooled. They are a close 

family of Christian faith who enjoy the support of their church community, their neighbors, and 

their wider community. A letter from Bruno’s parents is included at Exhibit 1.  

In its efforts to keep Mr. Cua jailed pending trial, the government has attempted to 

impugn the character of Mr. Cua’s parents, largely based on their political beliefs, attacking them 

as unsuitable custodians. The government’s argument centers on two points: (1) that his parents 

brought him to D.C. to participate in what they believed would be a First Amendment 

demonstration; and (2) Bruno Cua’s youthful brushes with law enforcement that, in the 
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government’s view, were not properly curtailed or prevented by his parents. The government’s 

attempt to sully the outstanding reputations of Mr. Cua’s parents fails. Moreover, even to the 

extent that his parents were motivated to go to D.C. on January 6th based on President Trump’s 

false allegations of voter fraud (something that by itself would be no reason to find them 

unsuitable), their eyes are wide open now.  

Mr. Cua’s father, Joseph Cua, testified extensively at the Georgia hearing about the 

reason he, his wife, and their son traveled to Washington, D.C. They had no expectation that 

there would be a riot and certainly had no intention to participate in one (nor did they). They 

went as a family to exercise their First Amendment rights. In Joe Cua’s testimony in Georgia, 

and in the letter at Exhibit 1, the Cuas have expressed regret and embarrassment that they ever 

believed the statements of the President and other leaders that there was widespread fraud that 

caused Trump to lose the election. While Mr. and Dr. Cua, along with Bruno, stood a distance 

away from the Capitol and noticed a fracas developing nearer to the Capitol, Bruno said he 

wanted to take a closer look, suggesting he would climb up a nearby scaffolding to get a better 

view and take a picture of the National Mall. His parents deeply regret ever letting him go closer. 

And while Mr. Cua’s father was aware that Bruno was carrying a baton for self-defense,3 they 

did not think that there was any chance he would get involved in the increasingly chaotic scene 

closer to the Capitol. As events unfolded, and not knowing the location of their son, they tried to 

reach him on their cell phones, but the calls would not go through as the cellular network was 

apparently jammed. 

 
3 Carrying the baton for self-defense was largely motivated by reports of prior incidents of 
violence in D.C. at prior rallies, as well as rhetoric on social media suspecting that counter-
protestors would engage in violence at the rally on January 6. To be clear, Bruno was not 
involved in any violence at prior rallies, but he and his parents had read and heard about 
incidents in the media. 
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Mr. Cua’s parents also had no idea that their son was sending direct private messages 

through Instagram like the ones highlighted by the government. If they had known, they would 

have stopped it, including by taking away his social media or his phone. Indeed, although there is 

little to no chance that Mr. Cua would continue to engage in such rhetoric if he is released (or 

that his parents would allow him on social media), precluding social media is one condition the 

Court may impose on Mr. Cua to ensure that such language is not used going forward. Indeed, 

shortly after January 6, the Cuas made Bruno spend most of his time in his room working on his 

studies, allowing him out of the house for chores and errands. In the time between January 6 and 

his arrest on February 4, Bruno completed three courses: College Algebra (completed January 

13, 2021), Intro to Government (completed January 18, 2021), and Intro to Marketing (January 

26, 2021). See Ex. 2. If he is released and permitted to be online for this singular purpose, he will 

spend his time completing the three classes he has remaining to graduate from high school. 

As for Bruno’s interactions with law enforcement cited by the government, these were 

minor incidents that have no bearing on whether Bruno is an actual danger to the community, 

whether he will fail to follow the Court’s conditions of release, or whether his parents are 

suitable custodians. None of the interactions involved violence. Only one incident resulted in any 

citation, and that was for blowing his airhorn in a school parking lot when school was not in 

session after a teacher complained. Bruno’s father was present at that incident, as were Bruno’s 

younger brother and some of his friends (all kept a safe distance away), to see Bruno fly a new 

flag from his truck. Permitting one’s eighteen-year-old child to do something so minor (that 

rarely would be subject to a citation) cannot possibly be grounds for finding a custodian unfit, 

even assuming a custodian is needed here.  
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Most of the other interactions with law enforcement relate to Bruno riding his ATV on 

the gravel road in front of their house, something that Bruno and others in the neighborhood had 

done for years before a neighbor began to complain.4 About a year ago, Bruno sold the ATV. 

Another incident where Bruno allegedly disobeyed a security guard’s instruction not to enter a 

private subdivision—a path he had taken previously numerous times to get to a fishing spot—is a 

youthful indiscretion that markedly differs in character and kind from the conduct at issue here. 

As a neighbor and former FBI agent explains in his letter of support for Bruno: 

[T]he community . . . carried what I would deem to be petty running feuds 
amongst each other. . . . In my opinion, [Bruno’s] interactions with law 
enforcement have been overblown. As a teenager, he was overly targeted 
by a few neighbors with complaints about his youthful behavior in the 
neighborhood. I have interacted in the past with community law 
enforcement officers regarding Bruno’s and other neighborhood children’s 
“run-ins” with law enforcement and find these instances to be over-hyped 
in relation to their portrayal that this behavior is symptomatic to these recent 
actions. 

Ex. 3 at 2. In any event, the shock of arrest and incarceration, and the potential for returning to 

jail, are certain to keep Bruno out of any further trouble while he awaits trial. 

As they make clear in their letter to the Court attached hereto, Bruno’s parents are 

committed to supervising Bruno closely and ensuring that he abides by all conditions imposed by 

the Court. They state that they “will strictly enforce the Court’s conditions” and “immediately 

call law enforcement should he violate any part of the bail conditions. Ex. 1 at 2. In fact, they 

intend to impose limitations on Bruno beyond conditions typically imposed for pretrial release, 

including no smart phone, no access to internet other than for his classes, and no social media. 

Id. at 1-2. They explain that they “want to provide solid guardrails and ensure his success.” Id. 

 
4 The Cuas’ home is on three acres of farmland within an agricultural zone. It is not a typical 
suburban subdivision. Joe Cua testified at the detention hearing in Georgia that his former 
neighbor, a retired FBI agent, had also been pulled over for driving his ATV on the road. Feb. 
12, 2021 Tr. at 12:23-13:1.  
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B. The future court appearances of Mr. Cua and the safety of the community can 
be reasonably assured through his release to the custody of his parents and other 
appropriate conditions of release. 

Based on the four factors enumerated in section 3142(g), the government cannot make a 

sufficient showing that no conditions can reasonably assure the safety of the community and Mr. 

Cua’s future appearances. 

a. Nature and Circumstance of the Offense 

Although the charges against Mr. Cua are undoubtedly serious, it is important to focus on 

the specific factual allegations against Mr. Cua, including in comparison to other persons 

involved in the incidents at the Capitol on January 6, 2021. In essence, the government alleges 

that Mr. Cua entered the Capitol without authorization, participated alongside others in a shoving 

match with a plain-clothes federal officer, where no injuries have been reported, and possessed a 

baton while he was doing those things. He is not alleged to have participated in the violent 

breach of police lines, breaking windows, or otherwise forcefully entering the Capitol. He is not 

accused of using the baton or engaging in any other physical violence, property damage, or theft. 

While he entered the Senate Chamber, he did not sit in the Vice President’s chair or rummage 

through papers in the chamber like others. And although the maximum sentences available for 

his charges, if he is convicted, are significant, there are no minimum sentences. 

In the detention hearing in Georgia, however, the government attempted to lump Mr. Cua 

in with the collective mob and the worst of the worst. In attempting to exaggerate the seriousness 

of the charges, the government cited the then-ongoing Senate impeachment trial against the 

former President for his role in the Capitol riots and stated that “Mr. Cua and several hundred 

other people charged the United States Capitol . . . .” Feb. 10, 2021 Tr. at 6:23-7:4 (emphasis 

added). The government also described that people died as a result of the riots at the Capitol and 

that 140 members of law enforcement were injured. Id. at 7:5-7. The government, however, has 
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provided no evidence that Mr. Cua himself “charged” the Capitol or engaged in any violence 

whatsoever to gain entrance. There were many people who made it inside the Capitol that day 

who walked right in after security had been breached and who have not been charged. And there 

is no allegation that Mr. Cua engaged in any actions that contributed to the injury or death of 

anyone. As the government admitted elsewhere, based on the images captured by Capitol 

surveillance, it appears as if Mr. Cua was on a tour of the Capitol. Id. at 8:23-24. 

Looking at the specific actions of Mr. Cua is important because of how his case compares 

to other persons the government has charged who have been released. In some cases, defendants 

with more serious conduct—or even who engaged in actual violence—have either been released 

over the government’s objections or the government did not even seek their detention. Releasing 

Mr. Cua under special conditions is fully consistent with what Courts have ordered in these other 

Capitol cases. The following are a few examples of defendants who have been released with 

cases often involving closer involvement in the breach of the Capitol, violent acts, advanced 

planning, and extremist viewpoints, illustrating that they pose a far greater danger to the 

community than Mr. Cua could ever pose. 

1. United States v. Chad Jones, 1:21-mj-00076-ZMF – Whereas Mr. Cua was charged 

with assault on a federal officer under 18 U.S.C. § 111(a) (essentially simple assault), Mr. Jones 

was charged under section 111(b), which requires the additional element of either use of a deadly 

or dangerous weapon or infliction of bodily injury. Mr. Jones was also filmed using a flagpole to 

repeatedly and forcefully strike and break the glass of the now infamous doorway where Ashley 

Babbitt was shot and killed as she climbed through a broken pane. Just before Mr. Jones started 

breaking down the glass, lawmakers and staff were seen on the other side of the doors from the 
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angry mob, being evacuated. Below is a still shot from the complaint against Mr. Jones in a red 

jacket in which he is shown breaking the glass with the pole moments before Babbitt is shot.5 

 

As described in the complaint, “[a]n officer inside the Speaker’s Lobby, facing the door with a 

gun raised, can be seen at the [left] side of the video in the close vicinity of the doorway,” as 

shown below.  

 

 
5 It is difficult to grasp the violent and reckless conduct undertaken by Mr. Jones without 
watching the full video, which can be viewed at 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2021/01/08/ashli-babbitt-shooting-video-
capitol/. 
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As the officer points the gun and fires at Ms. Babbitt, Jones could still be seen next to the door 

with the pole, just to the left of where Ms. Babbitt was shot. The government did not request Mr. 

Jones’s detention and Magistrate Judge Harvey released him on special conditions. 

2. United States v Vitali Gossjankowski, 1:21-cr-00123-PLF – According to the 

Indictment, Mr. Gossjankdowski (pictured in a royal blue jacket below) has been charged under 

18 U.S.C. § 111(b) for assaulting a federal officer with a dangerous weapon (a Taser) after being 

videotaped trying to forcefully and violently enter a restricted area of the Capitol and activating 

the Taser multiple times, in contrast to Mr. Cua, who is not accused of using the baton.6  

 

The complaint describes that an officer near Mr. Gossjankowski suffered a heart attack and was 

hospitalized after being Tased multiple times on the back of his neck. While Mr. Gossjankowski 

said he recognized the officer during an interview, he denied using the Taser on him. He is also 

charged with section 1752 offenses for being in restricted areas of the Capitol while carrying or 

using a dangerous weapon. The government did not object to his release. 

 
6 The full video is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJOgGsC0G9U. Mr. 
Gossjankowski can be seen entering the scene at the 2:25 mark as he pushes his way to the front 
of the crowd and discharges the Taser multiple times before reaching the front and the line of the 
officers attempting to stop the crowd, eventually passing a police shield taken from an officer 
back over the crowd. 
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3. United States v. Matthew Miller, 1:21-cr-00075-RDM – Your Honor ordered Mr. 

Miller to be released subject to special conditions. As the Court knows, Mr. Miller was charged 

with ten offenses, including assault on a federal officer under section 111(b), a more severe 

charge than Mr. Cua received, based on his assault by discharging a fire extinguisher, as captured 

in the image below. He is also accused of using a crowd barrier fence as a makeshift ladder to 

scale the walls of the Capitol. Mr. Miller was also charged with offenses under section 1752 

involving use or carrying of a dangerous weapon. 

 

4. United States v. Rachel Powell, 1:21-mj-00197-GMH – Ms. Powell, known in the 

press as the “bullhorn pink hat lady” in the press, was filmed using a battering ram to break a 

large window of the Capitol valued at approximately $1,000 so that she and the rioting crowd 

could force their way into the Capitol, as shown in the image below from her complaint. 

Case 1:21-cr-00107-RDM   Document 11   Filed 02/26/21   Page 14 of 26



 

15 
 

 

Ms. Powell was also filmed using a bullhorn to direct rioters inside the Capitol toward 

lawmakers, seeming to have detailed knowledge of the floor plan, as shown below. 

 

Among other charges, Ms. Powell is accused of entering or remaining in a restricted area with a 

dangerous weapon, the same charge as Mr. Cua. Ms. Powell was released by a magistrate judge 

in the Western District of Pennsylvania. The government appealed the release order, but Chief 

Judge Howell denied the appeal. 

5. United States v. Robert Packer, 1:21-cr-00103-CJN – Mr. Packer was infamously 

photographed inside the Capitol wearing a “Camp Auschwitz” t-shirt, suggesting anti-semitic 

beliefs and endorsement of the Holocaust, an obviously horrific and violent event, as shown in 

the image below from his complaint.  
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Mr. Packer was charged with entering or remaining in a restricted building and violent entry and 

disorderly conduct on Capitol grounds. He was previously convicted of forging public records, 

driving under the influence, driving without a license, and had a warrant for failing to appear in 

court. The government did not request pretrial detention of Mr. Packer. 

6. United States v. Mark Leffingwell, 1:21-cr-00005-ABJ – Like Mr. Cua, Mr. 

Leffingwell was charged with assault on a federal officer under section 111, as well as several 

counts under 18 U.S.C. § 1752(a) and 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2). Unlike Mr. Cua, however, Mr. 

Leffingwell allegedly pushed past a wall of law enforcement officers who were attempting to 

keep people out of the Capitol and then repeatedly punched an officer with a closed fist. In other 

words, he was part of the mob who actually breached the Capitol. The government did not object 

to Mr. Leffingwell’s release on conditions. 

7. United States v. Joseph Biggs, 1:21-mj-00126-RMM – Mr. Biggs is an admitted 

member of the Proud Boys, an extremist group described in Mr. Biggs’s by the government as a 

“pro-Western fraternal organization for men who refuse to apologize for creating the modern 

world; aka Western chauvinists.” Mr. Biggs posted a plan on social media for the Proud Boys to 

go to D.C. on January 6, 2021, but not to wear their distinctive black and yellow, saying “we are 
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going to blend in like you” (referencing Antifa). He is alleged to have been at the front of the 

crowd who breached the Capitol and to have entered the Capitol within 20 seconds of its breach. 

He appeared to have been wearing an earpiece and carrying a walkie-talkie for communication 

purposes (and presumably coordination with other Proud Boys) during the riot. He was released 

in the Middle District of Florida and it does not appear that the government appealed his release. 

8. United States v. Matthew Capsel, 1:21-mj-00122-RMM – Like Mr. Cua, Mr. Capsel 

was charged with assaulting a federal officer. Mr. Capsel was captured on video fighting against 

National Guardsmen attempting to hold a boundary with riot shields, as shown below in an 

image from his complaint. Mr. Capsel persisted in fighting until he was pepper sprayed.  

 

The government’s oral motion to detain Mr. Capsel was denied in the Southern District of 

Illinois. It appears that the government did not appeal Mr. Capsel’s release. 
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9. United States v. Josiah Colt, 1:21-cr-00074-TFH – Mr. Colt went to the rally on 

January 6 wearing tactical assault gear, including a helmet.7 He was infamously photographed 

scaling down the wall of the gallery in the Senate chamber, as shown below in an image from his 

complaint.  

 

According to the complaint, Mr. Colt claimed in a Facebook video that he was the first person to 

sit in Speaker Pelosi’s chair (which was actually Vice President Pence’s chair) and calls her a 

traitor. The government did not seek Mr. Colt’s detention. 

10. United States v. Christopher Alberts, 1:21-cr-00026-CRC – Mr. Alberts was stopped 

on Capitol grounds on January 6, 2021, after the emergency curfew, when a law enforcement 

officer noticed a bulge on his hip that turned out to be a handgun fully loaded with 13 bullets. He 

 
7 Coincidentally, Magistrate Judge Baverman asked Joe Cua if he saw people in tactical gear at 
the rally before the riot, presumably to support an inference that Mr. Cua should have been aware 
that violence may break out. But actually wearing tactical gear was insufficient to justify holding 
Mr. Colt. 
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also carried a spare magazine in a holster on his other hip and was wearing a bullet-proof vest. In 

his backpack, he was carrying a gas mask, a military-style meal-ready-to-eat (MRE), and a first 

aid kit. The government’s oral motion to detain Mr. Alberts was denied and he was released by 

Magistrate Judge Harvey. 

11. United States v. Nicholas DeCarlo and Nicholas Ochs, 1:21-cr-00073-BAH – Messrs. 

DeCarlo and Ochs are charged with conspiring with each other and other persons to stop 

Congress’s certification of the election results. Mr. Ochs is a founding member of the Proud 

Boys Hawaii chapter with the group’s name tattooed on his arm. They engaged in planning, 

fundraising, and forcibly stormed past barricades. In a video on social media, DeCarlo stated that 

he came to DC to stop the vote counting. Another video of the two of them is titled “Twas the 

Night Before REVOLUTION!!!” They are alleged to have defaced the Memorial Door of the 

Capitol with the words “Murder the Media,” as shown below in an image from Mr. DeCarlo’s 

complaint. 

 

Ochs is charged with stealing flex cuffs from a Capitol police officer. Ochs posted a picture of 

them on social media showing them smoking cigarettes in the Capitol. The government did not 

seek their pretrial detention. 
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12. United States v. Matthew Council, 1:21-mj-00008-GMH – Mr. Council is alleged to 

have forced his way through a police line inside the Capitol during which process he pushed a 

female uniformed Capitol police officer and had to be pepper sprayed. The government did not 

seek Mr. Council’s detention. Among his conditions of release, Mr. Council was ordered to 

participate in mental health treatment, including medication compliance. 

13. United States v. Gina Bisignano, 21-cr-00036-CJN – As the government emphasized 

in its appeal of a release order entered in the jurisdiction of arrest, Ms. Bisignano is accused of 

being an “instigator, a director, and an active participant in the violence, destruction and 

obstruction at the Capitol” on January 6. ECF No. 12 at 1. On the front lines of the crowd 

pushing against the police line, as pictured below, she allegedly shouted through a bullhorn 

things like: “Everybody, we need gas masks! We need weapons! We need strong, angry patriots 

to help our boys!”  

 

Among her eight charges, she is charged in her Indictment with destruction of government 

property. After she was released in her home district, Judge Nichols denied the appeal and 

ordered Ms. Bisignano to be released. 
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14. United States v. Jenny Cudd, 21-mj-00068-TNM – Ms. Cudd is alleged to have been 

inside the Capitol without authorization. According to the Complaint, after leaving the Capitol, 

Ms. Cudd livestreamed a video in which she stated, “I was here today on January 6th when the 

new revolution started in the Capitol.” In describing her entrance, she further stated, “we just 

pushed, pushed, and pushed, and yelled go and yelled charge.” Showing no regret after the fact, 

she also said, “fuck yes, I am proud of my actions, I fucking charged the Capitol today with 

patriots today. Hell, yes, I am proud of my actions.” She later told a local news station during an 

interview, “Yes, I would absolutely do it again.” The government did not seek Ms. Cudd’s 

detention. Moreover, on February 4, 2021, the Court granted Ms. Cudd’s motion to travel to 

Mexico to participate in a work-related retreat, which neither the government nor Pretrial 

Services opposed. 

b. Weight of the Evidence Against the Person 

Given the nature of the charges against Mr. Cua as compared with other cases, the weight 

of the evidence supporting such charges is of less significance here. He is not a flight risk or a 

danger based on the weight of the evidence, as Magistrate Baverman agreed. It is worth noting, 

however, that the only evidence the government has presented regarding Mr. Cua allegedly 

pushing a federal officer is a still shot of Mr. Cua next to a person alleged to be a federal officer 

outside the Senate Chamber and another still shot in which Mr. Cua is completely obscured 

except for his head and appears to be behind other persons who are closer to the officer. ECF No. 

1-1 at 8-9. Thus, the government has thus far not provided any photographic or video evidence of 

Mr. Cua pushing the officer.  Even if it had, however, many defendants who engaged in far more 

serious contact have been released, and some without any objection from the government. 
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c. History and Characteristics of Mr. Cua 

Among the types of information the Court must consider as part of Mr. Cua’s history and 

characteristics are his “character, physical and mental condition, family ties, employment, 

financial resources, length of residence in the community, community ties, past conduct, history 

relating to drug or alcohol abuse, criminal history, and record concerning appearance at court 

proceedings.”8 18 U.S.C. § 3142(g)(3)(A). The government’s complaint and the press reports, 

while leveling serious allegations against Mr. Cua, fail to address these important factors. All of 

these factors weigh heavily in favor of Mr. Cua’s release pending trial. 

Much of these factors have been addressed above. The community support for Mr. Cua is 

overwhelming. Almost immediately after Mr. Cua’s arrest, he received dozens of letters of 

support. See Ex. 4. Those letters repeat the same refrain about Mr. Cua’s character—he is a 

respectful, kind, courteous, and compassionate young man. He has no history of drinking alcohol 

or using drugs. One neighbor, a former FBI agent, writes, “Bruno is a good kid, one whose 

recent actions, I don’t believe, truly speak to his character. He is also a passionate young man, 

who cares deeply about this country, and whose intentions may have been misguided but [sic] 

the various personalities he perceives to be leaders.” Ex. 3 at 2. After his arrest, his parents found 

a display outside their home supporting them and Bruno. See Ex. 5. His parents will continue to 

financially support him, including by financing his legal defense. Mr. Cua has lived his entire life 

in or near his current home in Milton, Georgia. He has no close ties to anyone outside that 

community. In short, Milton is his world. 

 
8 In addition, among the history and characteristics of the defendant that the Court must consider 
is “whether, at the time of the current offense or arrest, the person on probation, on parole, or on 
other release pending trial, sentencing, appeal, or completion of sentence for an offense under 
Federal, State, or local law.” 18 U.S.C. § 3142(g)(3)(B). Mr. Cua was not under such conditions 
at the time of the current offense or arrest. 
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Mr. Cua also has no criminal history. Media reports and the government have discussed 

the fact that Mr. Cua was issued a $300 citation for disturbing the peace from blowing an 

airhorn.9 The government has also made much of minor run-ins Mr. Cua has had with police, 

such as a warning for trespassing in a private neighborhood and driving an ATV on the road in 

front of his house, which had been done for years by him and others without incident until new 

neighbors complained. None of these incidents resulted in any charge or citation. None of them 

endangered the community. More importantly, none of this information raises an inference 

sufficient to show that no conditions of release can reasonably assure the safety of the 

community. 

Perhaps the most important factor for the Court to consider is Mr. Cua’s age. At eighteen, 

he is just barely an adult in the eyes of the law, but mentally and emotionally he is far from being 

a mature adult. It is now well accepted that the prefrontal cortex of the brain, the part that 

controls judgment and impulsivity, does not fully develop until a person’s twenties. A. Ortiz, 

Cruel and Unusual Punishment: The Juvenile Death Penalty, Adolescence, Brain Development 

and Legal Culpability, 1-2 (2004) (published by the American Bar Association).10 One scientific 

report in 2013 states that development of the prefrontal cortex is not complete until age twenty-

five. M. Arain, et al., “Maturation of the Adolescent Brain,” Neuropsychiatric Disease and 

Treatment, 459 (2013).11 As a result, “[a]dolescents often rely on emotional parts of the brain, 

rather than the frontal lobe.” Ortiz, at 2. “Mass media, community, and adult role models can 

[also] influence adolescent risk-taking behaviors.” In addition, male adolescent bodies are 

 
9 Mr. Cua was arrested when he went to the courthouse with his father to pay the fine. After 
sitting by himself for some time after his son was led away, Joe Cua got up and paid the ticket. 
10 Available at https://www.publiccounsel.net/ya/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2014/08/ABA-
Article.pdf. 
11 Available at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3621648/pdf/ndt-9-449.pdf. 
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flooded with testosterone, which further increases emotional volatility and impulsivity. Arain, at 

455. As a result, Mr. Cua is less morally culpable than an older adult who commits the same 

offenses or engages in type of rhetoric in the direct messages presented by the government. 

Given his ongoing development, he is also more capable of change and rehabilitation, including 

as a result of experiences like his arrest and incarceration to date. 

d. Nature and Seriousness of the Danger to the Community 

For the final factor, the government relies heavily upon certain private direct messages 

Mr. Cua is alleged to have sent to other individuals that contain violent rhetoric. As already 

mentioned, those private text messages, while understandably disturbing, are the idle bluster of a 

teenager who was mimicking what many, many others were saying openly on social media. 

Although one message in December mentions storming the Capitol, there is no evidence that Mr. 

Cua engaged in any substantive planning regarding an insurrection or overthrow of the 

government. Mr. Cua parroted that idea from others on social media. Although there are 

messages talking about a gun, Mr. Cua never took any material step toward obtaining a firearm 

or bringing any gun to Washington, D.C., like a number of other Capitol cases. This was all 

bluster. Mr. Cua is alleged to have entered the Capitol building and participating with other older 

adults in a shoving match with an officer. Those older adults showed a terrible example to Mr. 

Cua, who appears to have gotten carried away in the moment. 

The government also attempts to paint Mr. Cua as unrepentant by highlighting messages 

Mr. Cua sent in the few days after January 6. Again, this is all idle talk. Mr. Cua never made any 

plans to participate in additional protests, much less any violence. Neither he nor his parents 

made any further plans to visit Washington or participate in other protests. Indeed, Mr. Cua 

testified that after their trip to Washington on January 6, he was done with supporting Trump’s 

bid to overturn the election, telling the Court that he was expecting that the President would 
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present evidence of fraud at the rally, but he did not. Moreover, the last message government has 

provided is dated January 10, weeks before his arrest. That is at least in part because his parents 

told him that they were done with protesting the election and told him to stay off social media. 

As mentioned, in the couple of weeks before his arrest, Mr. Cua’s parents kept him largely 

confined to his room to focus on finishing his high school studies. 

C. Proposed Release Plan 

Mr. Cua should be released to the third-party custody of his parents under the supervision 

of Pretrial Services. Mr. Cua agrees to refrain from all use of all social media, including but not 

limited to Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Parler. He is even willing to forego all internet use 

except for his online classes if the Court believes that such a measure will reasonably ensure the 

safety of the community. Mr. Cua’s parents also plan to seek professional counseling for their 

son and their family to help address the emotions Bruno was experiencing after the election. Mr. 

Cua’s parents have already removed all firearms and other weapons from the home and will open 

their home to inspection by Pretrial Services, as needed. Mr. Cua also agrees to stay away from 

Washington, D.C., except for court appearances, visits with his D.C.-based attorneys, and 

interactions with Pretrial Services, as needed, as had been done for many of the other Capitol 

defendants. He will surrender his passport and agrees to report to Pretrial Services in advance 

any travel outside the Norther District of Georgia. Mr. Cua’s parents are willing to agree to an 

appearance bond, including collateralizing their home, if necessary, although the defense submits 

that Mr. Cua is not a flight risk. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Mr. Cua respectfully requests that he be released pending trial 

in this matter. 

Case 1:21-cr-00107-RDM   Document 11   Filed 02/26/21   Page 25 of 26



 

26 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
DATED:  February 26, 2021    /s/ Jonathan Jeffress    

Jonathan Jeffress (D.C. Bar No. 479074) 
William E. Zapf (D.C. Bar No. 987213) 
KaiserDillon PLLC 
1099 14th Street NW 
8th Floor West 
Washington, DC 20005 
T: (202) 640-2850  
F: (202) 280-1034 
jjeffress@kaiserdillon.com 
wzapf@kaiserdillon.com 
 
Attorneys for Bruno Joseph Cua 

Case 1:21-cr-00107-RDM   Document 11   Filed 02/26/21   Page 26 of 26



 

 

 

Exhibit 1 

  

Case 1:21-cr-00107-RDM   Document 11-1   Filed 02/26/21   Page 1 of 4



 

 

To The Honorable Judge Moss,  

Sir, thank you for the opportunity to be heard. This letter is from Joseph and Alise 
Cua, Bruno’s parents. He is the oldest of our three children, his siblings are Nina, 
17, and Nico, 13.  

Bruno was in solitary confinement since the arrest on February 5th until February 
25th (due to covid quarantine restrictions). On February 25th, he was transported to 
Grady County Jail in Oklahoma City, where he is in a cell with 30 men/inmates. It 
has been an extremely traumatic few weeks for him and our entire family. By the 
time of the DC bond hearing, he will have been in detention for as long as 4 weeks. 
That is a whole lot of time alone with his thoughts and fears. The hundreds of hours 
of soul searching and reflection have brought Bruno to a place of clarity, and deep, 
genuine remorse for his actions.  Despite being considered an adult, he is very 
much still a kid your honor, and has been harshly impacted by this experience.  

During this same period, we have also have spent countless hours crying and 
reflecting on what we could/should have done differently, and of course, deeply 
regretting attending the January 6th protest altogether. Parenting mistakes we have 
made to date, we assure you your honor, will not be repeated. The events of 
January 6th at the Capitol were horrific. We did not expect anything like that to 
happen, much less for Bruno to go inside. We never would have gone to 
Washington if we would have known things would have turned violent. We wish so 
much that we would not have agreed to let him get a closer look at what was 
unfolding at the Capitol, but we honestly had no thought that Bruno would ever get 
involved. But beyond that, we feel it is important for you to know that any doubts 
we have had about the presidential election are gone. We realized that shortly after 
January 6th and well before Bruno was arrested. We both feel embarrassed that we 
went down the path of believing President Trump and other leaders that 
widespread fraud had stolen the election from him. We see now that it was all lies.  

We also want you to know that, during the 30 days between Jan 6th and Feb 5th, 
we did take disciplinary action. First, we restricted Bruno to our home/farm, though 
he was permitted to run some errands such as picking up materials for projects. 
For the most part, except when he was doing his online classes, he was occupied 
with various house and farm chores/projects, such as moving and cutting up a 
large tree that fell across and blocked the driveway, changing air filters in the 
house, fixing fences, feeding chickens, dogs, horses, whatever was needed.  

Secondly, we instructed him to focus on completing his online classes as quickly as 
possible. Bruno completed 3 of the 6 remaining online classes needed to graduate 
high school. The dates of completion were Jan 13, Jan 18 and Jan 26.  
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Additionally, we revoked our son’s social media after the 6th. We told him no 
posting, but did not expressly say no dm’s (private direct messages). We were 
wrong to assume that was implicitly understood by an 18 year old kid. We take 
responsibility for not being specific, and certainly regret that we weren’t. 
Nonetheless, we do not give him a free pass. We are very upset about the direct 
messages! Yet despite the absurd content, and our disappointment in Bruno for 
saying those things, we truly believe it was idle talk; online persona posturing, 
parroting other online figures, that was never intended to be actionable. But we 
recognize the serious nature of saying those things.  

Since he was arrested on February 5th, he has had a total paradigm shift and 
gained a fresh perspective on life. Among desperate sobs, says he hopes he gets a 
second chance and says he will never step foot in a jail again unless it is to counsel 
other prisoners. 

He has turned completely away from any and all politics. He now has a renewed 
desire to be with family, to finish high school, to teach kids that one impulsive 
decision can ruin one’s life, and to have gratitude for every little thing. His deepest 
longing is to be home with his parents to await the trial.  

Bruno is broken and ashamed about his actions. He is not complaining. He is not 
angry. He has repeatedly expressed genuine compassion and concern for the other 
inmates, thinking about others above himself. He has learned an incredibly painful 
lesson. This is not a kid that will risk being returned to detention to await trial by 
violating his bond conditions.  

You see, Your Honor, Bruno is 18 going on 15, a young 18 if you will. Unlike many 
other boys his age, he still loves being at home with his family, spends much of his 
time outdoors, he has never smoked a cigarette, a vape, had a sip of alcohol, done 
a single drug or cuss. He spends his time doing handyman and yard jobs, working 
on his truck, helping friends with their trucks, building treehouses, and doing fun 
projects with his many middle school boy “fans” such as transporting fish and 
restocking neighborhood ponds. He has no prior record to date, no speeding 
tickets, and one citation for honking his air horn, which we went to pay the day he 
was arrested. After the arrest at the courthouse, I (his father) proceeded to pay the 
ticket, (Bruno had given me the money for the ticket). Again, this is not a kid that 
will be released on bail only to do something that would risk his returning to jail.  

As you are aware, pre-trial services in Atlanta recommended $15,000 signature 
bond with freedom of movement in the Northern District and few restrictions. Even 
so, we had already planned additional restrictions of our own: no smart phone, no 
access to the internet aside from his online classes/education, and of course, 
absolutely no social media. No ear tuned to rhetoric and misinformation, no 
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opportunity to mess up. We want to provide solid guardrails and ensure his 
success. We will confine him to his room if needed to make you comfortable with 
his release your honor. As a side note, Bruno, himself expressed unsolicited, that 
he does not even want a smart phone and definitely no social media. Additionally, 
we plan to have Bruno, and our family see a counselor who can help us navigate 
this difficult time in our lives and help us heal, restore our family, and move forward. 

We have been married 21 years, and have lived in our community 14 years. Prior to 
the pandemic, I worked for the same company for 21 years. We will provide a 
stable, well controlled environment and strictly enforce the court’s conditions. We 
take very seriously our role as custodians, which clearly has implications beyond a 
parental one. We understand the custodians must bring him back to DC for the 
next steps in the legal proceedings of this case, and to immediately call law 
enforcement should he violate any part of the bail conditions. Without hesitation we 
accept those responsibilities and promise to uphold them to the letter.  

We realize in the eyes of the law he is considered an adult, but we hope you know 
in your heart your honor, he is a teenager, barely past juvenile status, still a kid, and 
will take this into consideration. As his parents, we are deeply concerned about his 
age, safety, covid exposure, emotional and physical well-being in a detention 
facility. We will diligently and rigidly enforce any and all bond conditions your honor 
deems necessary in order to release him to us. With utmost respect, we implore the 
court to allow our son’s release to the safety of his home, to await trial.  

With respect and gratitude for your consideration, 

Joseph Cua 
Alise Cua, DVM  
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<!Certificate of <!Completion 
Bruno Cua 

Has successfully completed 29 course hours in the following subject: 

Math 101: College Algebra 

January 13th 2021 
DATE OF COMPLE.TION 

® Study.com· 

CERTIFICATE VERIFICATION: 36b23c16-d8fa-444b-ac99-b1 e5dd90c34c 
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<!ertifirate of <!ompletion 
Bruno Cua 

Has successfully completed 39 course hours in the following subject: 

Government 101: Intro to Government 

January 18th 2021 
DATE OF COMPLETION 

® study.com· 

CERTIFICATE VERIFICATION: c8208a4b-b508-4e84-a296-7a409724347c 
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<ttrtifitatt of <tomplttion 
Bruno Cua 

Has successfully completed 27 course hours in the following subject: 

Intro to Marketing 

January 26th 2021 
DATE OF COMPLETION 

® Study.com· 

CERTIFICATE VERIFICATION: 290e336e-99c7-46ff-9a84-223ad74e21 aS 

\, 
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February 10, 2021 

Adam Malone 
Aspen, CO 

Hon. Beryl A Howell 
Chief Judge 
U.S. District Court 
District of Columbia 

Michael R. Sherwin 
U.S. Attorney 
District of Columbia 

Foremost, thank you for taking the time to read this correspondence. I write this letter 
with a heavy heart regarding the current state affairs in our country. I am in disbelief of 
the actions that have taken place in our country over the last several months, and 
appreciate the difficulty you will be undertaking over the coming months to establish 
law and order while protecting our great democracy. I thank you for your service. 

I write you today as a former FBI Special Agent and military veteran. I spent 10 years in 
the FBI investigating criminal and espionage acts against the United States and its 
constituents, and supported our efforts to disrupt terrorism campaigns, both 
international and domestic, targeting the U.S. I write to you today from the 
perspective of someone who has seen first hand the willingness and intent of evil 
doers to inflict damage on this country and its establishments. 

I do not know the details of the actions which Bruno Cua participated in over the 
course of the last couple of months, nor am I familiar with his relationships with 
individuals who undertook in the actions against the U.S. Capital. I am neither a 
political nor social activist, and do not condone the activities that occurred in January 
of this year. I did not know Bruno Cua as a political activist, although I have always 
considered him a patriotic individual. I knew him to believe passionately in his rights 
as a U.S. citizen, and he regularly flew a U.S. flag on the back of his pickup truck 
around town.  

REGARDING BRUNO CUA 

CHARACTER REFERENCE
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I knew Bruno Cua as a friend and neighbor for the past two years. My family and 
purchased land and built a home a few houses down from the Cua family two years 
ago, and discovered that the community was quite eclectic, and carried what I would 
deem to be petty running feuds amongst each other. The Cua family was one of the 
first and only families in our neighborhood to welcome us to the community and offer 
a lending hand to the various needs of a newly relocating family. Along the way, I got 
to know Bruno as a head strong and independent young man, but also a kind, service-
oriented, and friendly teenager who cared about his community. I observed him as 
polite to people of various ages, races and creeds. 

Bruno Cua was always someone who I knew to be a helpful and responsible kid. He 
would regularly lend a hand to folks in our community who needed assistance from 
someone with his mechanical and creative skills. He was very active in our 
neighborhood, enjoyed the outdoors, and spent time making it enjoyable for other 
kids in our community.  

I did not know Bruno to be violent, criminal in nature, a racist, or any of the other 
characterizations I have read in media over the past week. In my opinion, his 
interactions with law enforcement have been overblown. As a teenager, he was overly 
targeted by a few neighbors with complaints about his youthful behavior in the 
neighborhood. I have interacted in the past with community law enforcement officers 
regarding Bruno’s and other neighborhood children’s “run-ins” with law enforcement, 
and find these instances to be over-hyped in relation to their portrayal that this 
behavior is symptomatic to these recent actions. 

I believe that we are in a unique time in the this country, one where divisions are 
needlessly growing amongst our people, where media panders to either side of the 
isle but rarely in the middle, and where peoples actions (both in person and online) 
are hyper-visible and under increased scrutiny. A youth in Bruno Cua’s position lives in 
a time where his actions are judged by the public before due process can be 
observed. I would ask that you consider the circumstances of his time as you think 
about the rule of law in regards to his actions. Bruno is a good kid, one whose recent 
actions, I don’t believe, truly speak to his character. He is also a passionate young man, 
who cares deeply about his country, and whose intentions may have been misguided 
but the various personalities he perceives to be leaders. 

Sincerely yours, 

Adam Malone
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William J. O’Connor, MD 
166 Golf Link View 
Milton, GA 30004 
 
 
February 7, 2021 
 
 
Your Honor, 
 
My name is Will O’Connor. I’ve been a resident of Milton, Georgia for over 15 years. I am a 
single Dad, and I am the father of six boys ages 10, 12, 15, 17, 17 and 19.  I am a physician and 
work in healthcare information technology. 
 
I have known the Cua family for many years.  They live on an adjacent street and our houses are 
about 1/4 mile apart.  Nico Cua, Bruno’s younger brother, is a very close friend of my 15 year 
old son Alex. Through that relationship, I have come to know both Nico and Bruno very well. I 
have been in a position to observe their behavior and character on hundreds of occasions over 
a period of several years. 
 
I can say without hesitation that both Nico and Bruno are young men of excellent character.  I 
find Bruno to be polite, honest, hard-working, gentle, trustworthy, reliable, consistent and a 
good example to younger children. In the hundreds and hundreds of hours my children have 
spent with Bruno, there has never been a single problem or cause for concern.  Since Bruno was 
usually the oldest kid around, he was often in an informal supervisory role.  In those cases, I 
observed him to be responsible, kind and protective.  There were many times when Bruno 
thought that I was not watching, but I was. His excellent behavior was always consistent, 
whether he thought I was around or not. Over the years I grew to trust him greatly, and never 
had any reservation about him being around my children. I always knew they would be safe and 
protected with Bruno. 
 
I understand the crime that Bruno is accused of committing. I can say with both experience and 
certainty that his behavior here is wildly out of character.  This is the first letter of this kind I 
have ever written and Bruno‘s parents did not ask me to write it. However, based on my years 
of observation on what a fine young man Bruno is, I felt compelled to share my direct 
observations and opinions with the court.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 
 
Best regards, 
Will O’Connor 
703.867.5685 
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Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 12:23:56 PM Eastern Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: Fwd: Le(er of support for Bruno Cua
Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 6:20:39 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: Jon Jeffress
To: William Zapf

Jonathan S. Jeffress
KaiserDillon PLLC
1099 14th Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 640-4430 (direct)
(202) 271-9018 (mobile)

From: Gordon Hunter <gordonhunter60@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 6:18:10 PM
To: Jon Jeffress <jjeffress@kaiserdillon.com>
Cc: Alise Cua <alisecua@yahoo.com>
Subject: Le(er of support for Bruno Cua
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or a(achments unless you recognize the sender and know that the content is safe.

Dear Mr. Jeffress,
I would lke to introduce myself.
I am Gordon Hunter. My wife Brooke and myself have lived on Wood Road, Milton, Georgia for over 38 years and we
are nearby neighbors of the Joseph and Alise Cua family.
I am very sad and disappointed in the events that occurred at our nadon's capitol building on January 6, 2021 and the
involvement of the young man Bruno Cua.
I have known Bruno for as long as the Cua family has lived at their residence on Wood Road. We have not been close
friends but I have always had a good impression of him.
We live on a small Christmas Tree farm and Bruno has worked for us in years past and has always been considered a
good and consciendous worker.
As a young adult, he has somedmes exhibited youthful exuberance, but he has always been respecgul to me and my
family.
While I cannot condone the behavior of the radical terrorists that took over our nadon's capitol on January 6th, I do
not believe that Bruno Cua had any pre planned thoughts of invasion, indmidadon or damage, but was swept along
by the energy of the crowd and had no thoughts of the potendal severity of the event.
I understand that he got separated from the presence of his parents that day who were with him to pardcipate in a
peaceful and legal protest.

I currently work with young adult men in a county jail program in the state of Florida called Fresh Start Visions. From
this experience I understand the situadons that young men get themselves into by exhibidng poor judgement and
decisions. The male brain does not mature on average undl the mid 20s and oiendmes a young adult male will
exhibit behavior that can be very immature and extemporaneous. They need firm supervision to keep them on track
to be producdve and law abiding cidzens. I hope that Bruno's parents have provided this for him throughout his
youth. 

I believe that Bruno Cua should be held accountable for any behavior that violated the law and caused cidzen
concern. However I do believe that certain circumstances need to be considered in any judgement made against him:
 First, he has no prior crimes or offenses on his record to my understanding. 
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Second, he is just barely over the age of a minor/juvenile and has been under the supervision and support of his
parents all his life. He has never lived on his own.
Third, he has been a clean young man with no addicdons or moral issues according to his parents.
Fourth, his intendons were to travel to Washington, D.C. with his parents to pardcipate in a peaceful rally for the
outgoing President. There was no intendon to trespass or to do harm despite some loose and immature rhetoric he
recorded on social media. That was only a sign of immaturity, not evil intent.

I understand that his recent incarceradon has been a devastadng experience in his young life and he has been deeply
shaken to be currently in the midst of other detainees in the jail. This has been a new and fearful experience. I
believe that he has humbly learned his lesson of being a law abiding cidzen.
I believe that a just and correct sentence if he was to be found guilty of any charges against him, would be a period of
probadon and community service.
Any further dme of incarceradon would not be not commensurate with his background and character.
I am sure that he feels the heavy weight of the charges against him and will never get himself involved in any events
like this in the future.

Thank you for receiving my comments and opinions and I hope that both jusdce and mercy will be sadsfied for this
young man with a potendally long life ahead of him.
Respecgully,
Gordon W. Hunter
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2/14/2021 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing this letter to share my experiences and provide a character witness for Bruno Cua, 
as an employer and a neighbor.  
 
My family owns and operates a local Christmas Tree Farm, Hunters’ Christmas Tree Farm, on 
Wood Road in Milton, GA. I have lived on Wood Road for over 20 years. We have known the 
Cua Family for many of those years - our sons are the same age, and were in elementary 
school together. The Cua family has been a strong family for good in the community, and on 
Wood Road. They have raised polite, considerate, and respectful children. 
 
Their oldest son Bruno has worked for us on the Christmas Tree farm for years. He is a bright, 
articulate, well-mannered, and hard-working young man. Working on the tree farm requires 
good customer service, people-skills, and initiative, and Bruno has always been one of our best 
employees. If I ever needed any extra, or last minute help when he wasn’t scheduled to work, 
he would be over in an instant to help us out. He always went the extra mile.  
 
We hire many young men and women in the community, and it is eye-opening to see that not all 
kids are raised with good manners, initiative, communication skills, and a strong work ethic. 
I can attest that Alise and Joseph Cua have been good parents, and have raised their family 
well, and we saw that in the way Bruno worked for us on our Christmas Tree Farm. 
 
As a mother of four children - three sons and one daughter, I know and have seen firsthand, 
that children make mistakes, especially teenagers and young adults. As human beings, that is 
part of the process of growing up, and how each of us learn. We all know that teenage boys are 
impulsive, and often make decisions without thinking of the consequences. Studies show that 
male brains do not mature fully until around 25 years old. I hope that all of this will be 
considered going forward.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Janine Simpson 
Hunters’ Christmas Tree Farm 
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2/14/2021 

 

Dear Mr. Jeffress, 

I am writing in support of Bruno Cua.  His family and I have been neighbors for 14 years.  

I have watched Bruno grow-up. He has always been kind, responsible and helpful. 

I teach riding lessons next door. My riding ring is parallel to the road.  Many drivers speed on the road 
which has a speed limit of 15 mph they are oblivious to my riders and horses. Unlike those thoughtless 
and careless drivers Bruno always slows down and drives on the road as quietly and at or around the 
speed limit. 

It is unfortunate that Bruno was caught up in the current political hysteria and the events that unfolded 
on Jan 6, 2021.  Based on my knowledge of Bruno, he is an outstanding young man that should have a 
wonderful future. 

 

Phoebe Lawson 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
My wife, Katy, and I have known the Cua family since 2009. Bruno Cua became 

a patient after becoming close friends with his parents when he was 9 years old. 
We used to see him at least once a week, sometimes, even twice a week for 
treatment.   
 
Through the years we have seen Bruno grow up to be an exceptional young 

man.  He is well rounded and has many friends who often went to his house to 
experience the outdoors on his farmland. I know that he was brought up with 
strong good morals, a solid parental environment who are extremely involved in 
his daily activities, sports, and schooling.   
 
We have five children who are roughly the same ages as the Cua's three 
children.  We would frequently see them at school activities and parties.   
 
From 2011, we have notably seen an excellent rapport from him with other 
patients and adults around him.  We have seen how well-spoken, mannerly and 
respectful he is with all and with animals.  We know from our frequent talks with 
him that he is a bright, passionate, and devoted young man, who only wants to 

see our great country stay great for all that live here and who would completely 
abide by our constitution and the laws of the land.  
 
Yours in Health Naturally, 
 
Dr. Nicholas Sudano 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
I have known Bruno Joseph Cua since he was nine years old. I am very close with him and his family and I can 
assure you this young man is admirable, authentic, smart and respectful.  
 
He works really hard to help his parents, to be a good student, and even earns his own money to fix his truck (which 
he is very passionate about).  
 
I know from multiple discussions with his parents and from seeing him in my husbands office, that he loves to be at 
home with his family and is in fact a homebody. I know that he is not involved in drugs, sex, or alcohol.  
 
I have only seen him to be courteous, kind to others, and very respectful to my husband and I and to all the adults 
around him. He certainly is not a threat to anyone and he is definitely not a danger to society or his community! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Katy Sudano 
404-414-5440 
www.allinthejournal.com 
https://www.thetotalhealthsolution.com/ 
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 February 6, 2021 
 
 
To whom this may concern, 
 
 
 My name is Michelle Meade, my husband Paul and I have been married 30 years with 
five children and seven grandchildren. We live in Cumming Ga and became friends with the Cua 
Family through Prayer Groups and Church.  
 
 I did not hesitate to write a character letter on behalf of Bruno Cua because he’s an 
outstanding young man with an incredible heart. As a part of a close-knit family, he eagerly 
(without complaint) participates in all the chores and challenges of running a small farm. 
Besides being impressed with his willingness and attitude to help, I am also impressed with his 
entrepreneurial spirit; building Tree Houses, teaching others to do so online, while working all 
handyman jobs offered in the community to earn money.  
 
 I would absolutely trust Bruno with my Grand-daughters, knowing they would be loved 
and safe in his care; you therefore can be certain he is a help to any in need and a threat to 
none. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Michelle A. Meade 
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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
We are Bob and Karen Stewart, and we live in Milton, GA, down the street from the Cuas. We've known the family, 
including Bruno Cua, for around 5 years. The Cuas are active in all things in our community, from church to school to 
athletics. They're simply a great American family.  
 
Bruno is a passionate young man with a love for the outdoors and for the great country we live in. He has been the 
'older kid' several times when his younger brother and his friends (a few of whom are our boys) have needed a little 
oversight and chaperoning as they play around outdoors. Our sons have always come back from being at the Cuas 
with smiles on their faces as they describe the cool tree forts and go carts that Bruno has made, repaired, etc. We've 
entrusted our boys to his oversight several times because we trust him to be responsible.  
 
We're writing this letter as a reference and testament to Bruno's character. He's a young, impressionable, patriotic 
outdoorsman- not a criminal. If there's any lesson that he's needed to learn from this episode, we'll bet that it's 
already been fully comprehended and that no additional measures are necessary. 
 
Thank you for considering our sentiments.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob & Karen Stewart  
770.712.9016 
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From: Thomas Roncetti <thomasroncetti@gmail.com> 
Date: February 6, 2021 at 8:31:10 PM EST 
To: alisecua@yahoo.com 
Subject: Bruno cua 

It shatters my heart to hear what is happening to my dear friend Bruno. Ever since my parents got a divorce him and 
his family were there for me and my mother. He was always straight edge and wouldn’t participate in any illegal 
foolish highschool activities that highschoolers do nowadays and I always had a huge respect for him for that and 
many other reasons. He loves his country more then anyone I’ve met and the thought alone of him sitting in Fulton 
county jail makes me sick to my stomach. 
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A character letter for my brother… 

 

 My brother has been my best friend since the day I was born. He is the most 

brave, passionate person I know. He has a heart of gold and would drop everything 

to help me and others around him. He had never failed to stand up for me when I 

would get bullied, he always made sure I was safe at school. He always makes sure 

any boyfriends I have are not gonna put one foot out of line and hurt me in any 

way. He never leaves me behind or alone, he walks me to restrooms in gas stations 

when we travel and stands by the door and waits for me to make sure I’m safe. If 

he sees that I’m upset he will come right over and talk to me, and give me advice, 

and make sure I’m okay. Sometimes he comes up with an awesome fun idea and 

runs up to my room and tells me all about it and asks me if I want to help him with 

it. And he never fails to make me laugh or put a smile on my face when we do it. 

He is by far the most hard working, talented, driven, loving, and brave person I 

know, and I love him unconditionally no matter what.  

I love you Bruno  

- Nina Cua  
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Deanna Sellers 

207 Nacoochee Drive 

Woodstock, GA 30188 

 
February 6, 

2021  

Re: Bruno Cua 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 
I have known Bruno Cua for several years. He has been a close friend of my daughter’s 

since middle school. I have always known Bruno to be a friendly, hard working, and 

compassionate young man. He has never failed to greet me with a smiling face and cheerful 

“Hi, Mrs. Sellers”. I have always been impressed by Bruno’s respect for his family and the 

way he looks after his siblings. Whatever misjudgments Bruno may have made, I have no 

hesitation in saying that he has a good heart. It is my hope that you will see that as well. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Deanna Sellers 
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Dear Sir or Ma'am, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my relationship with Bruno Cua. I met the Cua family 
about two and a half years ago. We first met his sister Nina as she has a common interest of horses with 
my daughters.  
 
The Cua family has welcomed us with open arms to their farm several times a week on a regular basis.  
I have had the pleasure of speaking with Bruno on several occasions as my daughters are riding horses 
on their property. He is often working on his truck or some outdoor projects. He has built a pretty amazing 
treehouse on their family farm. He is quite a handy man which has really become a lost art especially in 
todays youth. 
 
I enjoy talking with him about his projects as he is very passionate about the things he builds and takes 
pride in his work. I watched him create a tree house for another family via photos he would show me and 
he did a wonderful job along with a friend of his. It was also fun to see him and his Father build a chicken 
coop that later housed their family chickens. It is rare to see a family working together as they do and this 
in one of my favorite qualities they have. They are a wonderful hard working family. 
 
I can only speak highly of Bruno. He has also come to assist us when we  needed help moving a very 
large mirror in our home. When I asked him, he came without hesitation. .  
 
Bruno is an inspiration to many of his younger brothers friends who are often found running around their 
family farm. It's fun to watch them tune in on his projects and assist if needed.  
 
In closing, I would like to express how I feel Bruno is a wonderful young man and I am proud to call him a 
family friend. He has always impressed me as he has respectfully greeted me every time we see each 
other in passing at their beautiful family farm. It is a gathering place for so many young kids in the 
neighborhood and I feel he has so much to offer our community simply through his honest hard work. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Heather Mathews 
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February 6, 2020 
 
Hayden Stone 
2295 Greenview Cove Dr 
Wellington, Florida, 33414 
678-526-3364 
haydendavisstone@gmail.com 
 
To whom it may concern, 

I have known Bruno Cua since I was a kid. He is a close friend that I grew up with and spent 
most of my childhood with. I have always kept in contact with him and I often visit him and his 
family on holidays. 

Bruno is very much a hardworking and high-minded person. I have known him to never smoke 
or drink and cannot recall him even swearing. He has always been passionate about the 
outdoors and spends much of his time working on craftsmanship projects and doing odd jobs 
such as building treehouses. 
 
It came as a surprise to hear that Bruno was being charged. Though I do not know the details, I 
sincerely believe that Bruno’s actions were not of ill intention and I know that Bruno is 
someone that is not violent or destructive. He is someone that often keeps to himself and has 
always been a kind and respectable person. 
 
It is my hope that you take my words into consideration and I thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hayden Stone 
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I am writing regarding Bruno Cua.  

The six years of friendship I have maintained with Bruno, he displays a strong-willed, courageous, and 

reliable character. Through my conflicts of highschool, Bruno has welcomed me with open arms and has 

taught me to recognize my self-worth. He has taken an older brother role and has looked out for me on 

many occasions. Giving me a secure and trusting environment to confide into. Bruno and I have built a 

firm foundation in our friendship. I can confidently say that he is personable, intelligent, and charming. 

He has no intention of violence or aggression.  Bruno’s love and protection for his family and friends is 

unfathomable. He has shown great compassion to others. Certainly without question, Bruno is a fervent 

supporter for the candor in his country and loved ones. Great respect and love is all I have to say about 

Bruno. He will always be like family. 

 
Gracen Houck 
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For the five years I've know Bruno Cua, his character and way of life has been respected by myself and so many 

others. Having been around him for what seems longer than five years, I have witnessed him as he seeks success in 

every area of life and to be a person that stands out as different. The countless days and nights I've spent with Bruno 

has inspired myself and many others in the best way possible; to be an individual who makes a difference and is a 

contributor to society. Growning up with Bruno, I've seen him turn into a young adult, and can attest to the fact that he 

is an individual who soars above the rest. Bruno's diligence and hard work speaks volumes about his character. At 

the age of fifteen, he started a small business in the construction field building all kinds of structures. He pursued this 

work with a passion and tackled projects that most full-grown adults would be unable to accomplish. Bruno is not a 

man only of diligence but also much more. His morals and mindset are far more impressive. He is not one that is 

interetsted in the typical youth. He strongly avoided all illegal activities that typical youth partake in. Day by day I've 

witnessed him make choices that have kept him the upright individual he is. His moral character has encouraged so 

many to be the best version of themselves including myself. In these five developmental years, I have watched Bruno 

Cua turn into a young adult with maturity beyond his years, and with character of no other. He is without doubt the 

most respectable person in my life from our conversations to every action of his. Bruno Cua's character and right 

morals are desirable and the respect I have for him is undefinable.  

 

 
Respectfully,  
 
Kiernan McEntegart 
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We are so sad and upset about what is happening to Bruno. We have watched Bruno grow up for over 
10 years now, and he is such a responsible young man. I haven’t seen a teenager more eager to work 
and help others in our community. 
 
He is such a smart young man and loves his family. He is so hands-on, and can fix and build just about 
anything that is ask of him.  Bruno loves our country and our Heavenly Father.  I can’t imagine him doing 
anything illegal nor hurt anyone. 
 
We will continue to pray for Bruno and your family daily. We are asking God to reveal himself to you all 
and bring comfort and peace during this difficult time.  We know God will show up and take care of all of 
you. 
 
Brad, Mai, Hana and Anderson 
  
  
Best Regards, 
Mai Oltmann 
Strategic Account Manager- SouthEast  
E/ mai.oltmann@tektronix.com 
M/ 770.880.3097 
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Bruno is a hardworking young man who does not focus on pleasures like drinking or drugs.   He works on his trucks, 

builds and explores the woods.  Bruno is no menace or threat he has no intentions of hurting people.  For example, 

while testing his giant trump flag Bruno made sure to do it in a safe environment with no one around other than family 

and friends who were aware of their surroundings.  He is not out to annoying or disturb the community. My friend 

Bruno has always  been kind and respectful towards me and the people. He loves the outdoors and loves using what 

God has given him, nature and the gift of craftsmanship.  Bruno is a hardworking young man who does not focus on 

pleasures like drinking or drugs.   He works on his trucks, builds and explores the woods. Many of my friends look to 

him as an example as he does not drink vape do drugs or party - and that is a rare kid 

 

Sam Provenzano 
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A Character Letter for Bruno Cua.  
 
I have known and been friends with Mr.Bruno for about a year now, Bruno has always been a 

person to be there for others when we needed someone the most. I have gotten my truck stuck 

in the mud and was hopeless and within one phone call Bruno was able to come and help me 

get out of the mud.This has happened multiple times. One morning I received a call from my 

friend Caleb saying one of brunos and Caleb's friends is stuck in mud and needs help ASAP. I 

went to try and help him and I was unable to get him out of the deep mud. I called Bruno and 

told him what was going on and he said he would be on his way to help, without a hesitation he 

drove an hour and a half to come help us.Bruno is not a threat to our community, he is one to 

bring people together when it is needed the most. 

 

 

This is my Character letter for Bruno Cua. 
 
Sincerely, Paul Raygor. 
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February 7, 2021 

 
To Whom it May Concern: 

 
I have known Bruno Cua for his entire life. He has been a close friend of my son’s since 

elementary school. I have watched him grow up in to the friendly, confident young man he is 

today. I know Bruno to be honest and respectful to his peers and adults. 

 
I have spent a great deal of time with Bruno and his family. Bruno enjoys being outside, 

building tree houses, fishing and working on his car. He builds tree houses for other children 

and would be the first to offer to help if someone needed a hand. 

 
My son, Hayden has spent several weeks at the Cua’s home with Bruno. They spend their 

time together outside and active. Bruno is not the type of young man to go to parties, drink 

or smoke. He is creative and a problem solver. Always coming up with something to build or 

fix. I consider Bruno to be a good person and a positive influence on my son. 

Sincerely

Traci 

Stone 

Art2ride@gmail.com 

678-873-1782 
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To whom it may concern: 
 
I have known Bruno for 5 years as a close and treasured friend of my sons and our family.   
 
Raising 3 teenage sons has been no easy feat for my husband and myself.  We have endured (and disciplined) much 
rebellion and surly attitudes in our home during these tumultuous high school years.  One of the foundational 
principles we have instilled into our boys is choosing good friends, as the type of friends you choose will determine 
your future.  Enter Bruno Cua. 
 
Bruno was the one friend in my sons’ lives who kept his head above the cultural sludge of drugs, alcohol and the 
many other issues that tempt developing teenagers in our world.  Bruno worked hard on keeping his grades up, 
despite the difficulties that sitting in a classroom presented to a kid who would rather be outside building treehouses 
and working on his truck. You wouldn’t catch Bruno at a party on any given weekend night, as he would be too busy 
making new adjustments to his truck, doing farm work around his house or working on his you tube channel with his 
beloved dog Woolfy next to his side.  My greatest times of reprieve concerning my boys’ whereabouts were when 
they were hanging out with Bruno, building treehouses for folks in the community or inventing new things 
together.  Bruno has always shown me and my family utmost respect, and his work ethic and strong character to do 
what is right has been incredible to witness. 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Kelle McEntegart 
678 595 0770 
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To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I come before you as a character witness on behalf of Bruno Cua.  I met Bruno in 
his early years at Birmingham Falls Elementary School, where I was a substitute 
teacher.  Bruno was a student that stood out among his peers. I didn’t know why 
then, but I see the fruit of that leadership now as a young man. 
Bruno is a very respectful young man that has not waivered to peer pressure in 
any form of destructive behavior. He never joined in when his classmates were 
acting up with me as a substitute for the day. 
 
I immediately had a place in my heart for this young boy because of his 
character.  He has always been very creative and determined to bring to fruition 
his ideas of doing things in a better and more resourceful way.   
 
Now fast forward to today: Bruno Cua is a young man with a drive and passion 
for inventing, creating, teaching others skills and speaking up for people who 
may get overlooked in society. Bruno is very intelligent and articulate with a 
huge heart for the common good. To my knowledge, he has never gotten in any 
trouble with school, the law or his parents to any degree of  malicious behavior.  
 
During this period of The Pandemic, I have personally had weekly encounters 
with Bruno and his family at church and small gatherings. He has given young 
people a role model to follow as far as staying positive, creating  and building 
things they thought were impossible. He has stayed above fear and depression 
that has gripped our community by focusing on others and how he can help. He 
is a face of positivity and Hope for his generation. Because I have young adult 
children and still have many young students I stay in contact with, I know the 
destructive thoughts and behaviors that are rampant in their lives. Bruno Cua still 
stands out among his peers as a leader, not a follower and extremely respectful 
of the law and officials.   
 
Bruno has created a channel that shows his inventions to young people and 
interested adults. Nothing is impossible if you put your mind to using it for good. 
With that being said, Bruno has tithed to our church every time he gets any 
money from doing jobs for people, that I have personally witnessed or any 
money that may come in from his invention channel. I would have never even 
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thought of tithing at his age. Bruno is more consistent than I to this day with his 
tithing.  This shows me the intention of his heart is good. 
 
I can say with confidence that the past 10 years or so that I have known Bruno he 
is a young man that I would be proud to have as a son, son-in-law and most 
importantly as a friend.  He has a heart for good and will encourage anyone 
around him to be the best they can be.  In my knowledge Bruno would never do 
anything against the law much less with intention for harm. He is uniquely 
positive and a role model for others to keep living when times seem so 
uncertain. Our community and our Nation need more young people like Bruno 
that can stay above uncertainty with a hope for the future.  
 
 
Cheri Garvin 
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William J. O’Connor, MD 
166 Golf Link View 
Milton, GA 30004 
 
 
February 7, 2021 
 
 
Your Honor, 
 
My name is Will O’Connor. I’ve been a resident of Milton, Georgia for over 15 years. I am a 
single Dad, and I am the father of six boys ages 10, 12, 15, 17, 17 and 19.  I am a physician and 
work in healthcare information technology. 
 
I have known the Cua family for many years.  They live on an adjacent street and our houses are 
about 1/4 mile apart.  Nico Cua, Bruno’s younger brother, is a very close friend of my 15 year 
old son Alex. Through that relationship, I have come to know both Nico and Bruno very well. I 
have been in a position to observe their behavior and character on hundreds of occasions over 
a period of several years. 
 
I can say without hesitation that both Nico and Bruno are young men of excellent character.  I 
find Bruno to be polite, honest, hard-working, gentle, trustworthy, reliable, consistent and a 
good example to younger children. In the hundreds and hundreds of hours my children have 
spent with Bruno, there has never been a single problem or cause for concern.  Since Bruno was 
usually the oldest kid around, he was often in an informal supervisory role.  In those cases, I 
observed him to be responsible, kind and protective.  There were many times when Bruno 
thought that I was not watching, but I was. His excellent behavior was always consistent, 
whether he thought I was around or not. Over the years I grew to trust him greatly, and never 
had any reservation about him being around my children. I always knew they would be safe and 
protected with Bruno. 
 
I understand the crime that Bruno is accused of committing. I can say with both experience and 
certainty that his behavior here is wildly out of character.  This is the first letter of this kind I 
have ever written and Bruno‘s parents did not ask me to write it. However, based on my years 
of observation on what a fine young man Bruno is, I felt compelled to share my direct 
observations and opinions with the court.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 
 
Best regards, 
Will O’Connor 
703.867.5685 
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I am writing this letter to share how much Bruno Cua and his family mean to my family.   After going through an 
extremely painful divorce, they would have me and my sons over to their farmhouse, we would cook, their daughter 
Nina would play piano and bake, the kids would all hang out in the kitchen with us….. and this was the time I was 
able to get to know my friend Bruno.    
 
 Bruno has a spirit of pure excellence. He has never pursued the same avenues as other teenagers I have known, he 
is building, hunting, fixing, helping, and passionate about his faith, our  country and our freedoms.  He was always 
working on building his You Tube channel, out in nature, climbing trees, camping, and inspiring his peers.  Bruno has 
never smoked, drank, vaped, or done any kind of drugs. After I had to move during my divorce, Bruno helped move 
me, set up my tv’s and I will always be so grateful for that.  He is respectful and kind.   When his dad goes out of town 
on business Bruno is the one who takes care of Alise and the home.  I have two sons, 14 and 17  years of age, and I 
often pray that they would watch Bruno and learn, because his qualities are old school, and rare.   Alise and Joe have 
done a fine job raising all of their kids and their family has been a tremendous blessing to mine.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mariah Greenberg 
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To Whom This May Concern, 
My name is Micayla Millsaps, and I am a friend of Bruno J Cua. I have known Bruno since he was 
a freshman in highschool. We went to the same school, until I graduated in 2018. I have been 
friends with his family since I met them his freshman year. I have spent many hours driving 
Bruno and his sister before they received their license, and time with our friend group. 
Bruno Cua is a fine example of a hardworking, driven, determined, and passionate young man. 
Apart from all the qualities a successful young man should have, Bruno is also caring, helps 
those in need, and always goes the extra mile for people. Even as mere strangers when first 
meeting, Bruno quickly took a protective side to me. He would defend me against the other 
guys, and when they would make sexual comments (most of which I did not understand), he 
would act as a protector and steer them away. He then learned my dad had passed away due to 
cancer, and he was always there for anything I needed. I inherited my dad’s work truck and 
wanted to do some things to it. Bruno was more than willing and volunteered to help me, even 
without talk of pay. I did ask to pay him for his time, but it was never a requirement. He put on 
new headlights, and a full lift kit that took 2 sessions. Anytime I had trouble with my truck, he 
was more than willing to help me figure out what it was. He also brought me into his friend 
group and included me when no one else would. He brings everyone together, and always goes 
out of his way to make sure all those around him are included and happy. 
Now as I have listed great character qualities, he is also a very hard worker. My mom, being a 
widow, we do not have many connections to have help with things being done. We purchased a 
home and were planning to remodel all of it. Bruno worked on our house, brought his friends, 
and they completely gutted our house so we could remodel. He did it with the most excellent 
work tactics, time sensitive, and focus I have seen out of any young men his age. Knowing what 
my mom and I have been through, he also did not give full charge to the job. Bruno has always 
been a hard worker, and he has worked for everything he has. I have seen countless of Bruno’s 
jobs, projects, and his work he does.  
In conclusion, Bruno in an excellent young man. He protects people naturally, always ensures to 
include everyone, and is one of the hardest workers I have every seen. He was a friend to me, 
when at one point I had no one. He kept in touch with me when I moved overseas for 8 months, 
and has always tried to put his best foot forward to be the best version of himself. I have seen 
him grow from this smart but not yet driven kids to this young future businessman. From the 
day I met him, he has been real, honest, and authentic, and someone I can and always will be 
able to count on.  
 
Thank you, 
Micayla Millsaps 
Contact Information: 
micaylamillsaps@gmail.com 
(470)-469-3238 
Full Name: Micayla Catherine Millsaps 
DOB: 07/18/1999 
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To whom it may concern~  
 
I have known Bruno Cua for years now. Although he and my younger brother have a much closer relationship, I have 
been blessed to know Bruno and spend a lot of time around him. From even the first days of getting to know him, I 
knew he was different than most. He was motivated in every way, from working on trucks and equipment to his work 
ethic, but the part that was most evident to me about Bruno, was his motivation to do what is right. In today's world, 
this is a lost value, even for me for many stages of my life. No matter what though, regardless of temptations around 
him or peer pressure, Bruno knew what he believed in, and stuck to that with all of his heart. He has always been a 
person that I look up to and aspire to be more like, and his heart for doing the right thing even when no one was 
looking is absolutely an amazing thing to watch. Integrity is a hard thing to come about these days, but if there was 
one kid who embodied it the most, it was Bruno Cua. Mistakes will be made in life, but it is the heart that truly 
determines the path of one's life, and Bruno's heart was always consistent in what he believed. He is a one-of-a-kind 
individual, and irreplaceable. I have known no one with more integrity than Bruno, and his character has been 
changing lives for the best for as long as I've known him, and I have no doubt in my mind that he will influence others 
towards that same direction, as he once influenced me.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Tristan McEntegart 
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Your Honor, 
 
My name is Tiffany Savage and I am a life long Gwinnettian and a prominent member of my 
community.  I have never been convicted of any crime and at 40 years of age, have never seen 
the inside of a police car and do not plan to start now. 
 
I am writing you to please see reason and release Bruno Cua.  I came to know this young man 
through my organization, MAGADragTheInterstate.  We decorate our vehicles with signage and 
flags and organize into peaceful and spirited roving rallies that blanket the country with hope, a 
spirit of patriotism, and a reminder that we are more united than divided. Our roving rallies are 
a fun and positive reminder that traditional American values matter.  I got to know Bruno 
further after meeting his mother and father who are pillars of their community.  Bruno and his 
family volunteered to help me organize my last rally on Nov. 1st (over 3,000 cars in attendance) 
and without Bruno’s dedication and generous heart, I would not have been able to pull it off.  
Please understand that I vet my volunteers extensively.  I would not have chosen him if he were 
anything but sincere, kindhearted, and a hard worker.  I have had conversations with his family, 
friends, and those who know of him in the community and I hear the same thing repeatedly.  
Bruno is not only a Christian but is dedicated to his family and his core beliefs which are God, 
family, and country.  He takes on his fathers’ responsibilities when he is away on business, he 
works hard in school, he is a friend to all he meets, he is creative and driven which in today’s 
climate is rare.   He finds happiness and contentment when he gives back to his community.  
One such example resonates with me.  Bruno built his 1st tree house at the age of 15 and since 
then he has, out of the kindness and goodness of his heart built several tree houses for families 
with young children that either did not have the means or the skills to do so.   
 
Bruno works hard for everything he has and with his earnings he does not forget to give back to 
the one who blessed him with such talent, God.  He tithes to his church and uses the rest of his 
money to pay his own car insurance and to work on his truck to hone in on a new skill.   
 
Bruno is nothing short of a gift to not only his community, but to the great state of Georgia as 
well.  Because of his strength and love for our nation he has garnered the respect and support 
of prominent law makers in our state which is extremely hard to do at such a young age.  In 
closing, Bruno Cua is not a threat to our community, state, or country.  Instead, he is a young 
man that would give all he had to help another person in need.  His family is raising him in the 
exact way I raise my 9 yr. old daughter, to respect God, our military, our flag, our veterans, our 
law enforcement, and our country. 
 
Tiffany Savage 
Dacula, GA 
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To whom it may concern,                
                                                                                                 
My name is Bradley C.Downen and I am a very close family friend and personal contractor to the Cua's. I have known 
the Cua family for over 15 years. I have spent countless hours and days in there home. I have seen Bruno grow up to 
be a fine, respectful,  honest and humble young man. He is an all American Christian who loves God, his family, his 
friends and his country. I know him to be someone who pours his heart into everything he does. These things 
includes praying with his family, cooking, being  a self taught mechanic, welder, builder, craftsman and so much 
more. Any and everything Bruno puts his mind to he excels. He is one of the most well rounded individuals I 
know. He is by know means any danger the community and/or nation with his attitudes and 
actions.                                                                                                                                      
 
Thank you,                                          Bradley C Downen  
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The Garden Church 
 

 
To: Presiding Judge of The Federal Magistrate Court   February 7, 2021 
 
And/or: Authorities involved in the charges against Bruno Cua 
 
Re: In the case against Bruno Cua, for events occurring on January 6, 2021 
 
My name is Robert Garvin, and I am the Chairman of the Board of a local Christian Church in 
Milton, Ga. I am also a resident of Milton, Ga and have been since 2004. I currently work as a 
Senior Vice President of Business Development for a large National Healthcare Provider serving 
over 30,000 patients daily in our country. I am married and I am the father of five children.  
I have known the Cua family since 2012, when our children attended the same elementary 
school, Birmingham Falls Elementary. In the last two years, I have attended church and social 
gatherings with the Cua family. Bruno has also been a part of these events and I feel as though I 
have gotten to know him well. He is a fine young man, who is mature in many ways beyond his 
years. He expresses love for his family, his community, his country and his Lord. He is a very 
creative young man and has always impressed me as a leader and passionate about what is 
right and doing what he believes in his heart is what God and his parents would expect of him.   
 
One example of his devotion to God and his obedience, is the fact that he personally has given 
of his time and treasure to the church through regular tithes and offerings. He personally gave 
over $436 through weekly giving in 2020. Never in my service to churches, non-profit missions, 
youth organizations or other areas where I have served have I witnessed a young person give 
like this apart from his parents.  
 
It saddens me today to have to write this letter, because I know that Bruno would never 
knowingly do something that he thought was illegal or hurt anyone, particularly anyone who is 
in service to our nation. I have always been impressed that while he is only 18 years old, his 
commitment to his beliefs and boldness to speak up for what he believes in comes so natural.  
In closing, I hope and pray that you would show him mercy in your charges and decisions 
regarding his future. I believe that Bruno Cua has the potential to do great things in society and 
poses absolutely no threat to anyone. Thank you for your time and consideration of my letter to 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 

Bob Garvin 
Bob Garvin 
Chairman of the Board 
Executive Pastor  
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February 7, 2021 

 

Rev. Andrew Eun 

Executive Director 

Daniel Prayer Garden 

3430 Land Rd 

Alpharetta, GA 30004 

 

 

Greetings, 

 

I’m writing as a letter of character reference for Bruno Joseph Cua. As the Pastor and Executive Director for our 

Prayer Ministry, Daniel Prayer Garden, I’ve had the pleasure of knowing Bruno Cua and his parents, Joseph and 

Alise, for the last year now. I have had the privilege of both sharing God’s Word, as well as spending quality 

time getting to know this family.  

 

Bruno has shown stand up character as a young man who has taken Christian instruction with seriousness, 

shown responsibility in his community and has consistently tithed to the local church from his own accord. I 

hope and pray that you would take these into consideration and show leniency for this young man who has 

been a positive contributor to society. Thank you so much and God Bless.  

 

With regards, 

 

Rev. Andrew Eun  

--   
Andy Eun 

Executive Director | Daniel Prayer Garden 

phone: 770-343-9944 

site: www.danielprayergarden.org 
email: andy.eun@danielprayergarden.org 

address: 3430 Land Road // Alpharetta, GA 30004 
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Character Letter 

 

Bruno Cua has been a good friend of mine throughout his highschool years, although 

most significantly over the last two years.  At the homeschool co-op that we both attended, I was 

two years ahead of his class and one of my responsibilities was to choose a class each year to 

help with (assist the teacher and help the students any way possible). I began with Earth and 

Environmental Science, which was Bruno’s 8th grade year of science. I immediately bonded 

with many of the students, Bruno included, and consistently stayed with that class every year 

until I graduated. Over the years, we’ve hung out, both at school and outside of school. He 

helped me out when we installed a lift kit and tires on my Toyota 4runner. He’s shown me many 

of the big treehouses he’s built, including a three-story one in his own yard. Last August, I went 

on a short off roading trip with him and another friend on some fire roads out in Helen, GA. As 

I’ve not only hung out with Bruno, but we’ve worked together, he’s impressed me with his 

mechanical knowledge, resourcefulness, and skill with working with his hands. He’s built huge 

treehouses and done a lot of incredible custom work on his trucks. And he’s never hesitated to 

lend a hand to help me out when I need it. He was the first one I contacted when I wanted to do 

some work on my 4runner. He was one of the first people I knew I wanted to come along when I 

wanted to take an offroading day trip. There aren’t many young men like him in this day and age 

- he surprised me with his drive to be productive and to work hard. I’d vouch for Bruno’s 

character any day. I’ve never known him to make impulsive and stupid decisions. I’ve never 

known him to intentionally put anyone in harm’s way. In fact, he’s usually working in less than 

safe environments (tall heights when building treehouses for clients, power tools, welding), and 

safety first is a precaution of his, especially when it comes to others nearby. Looking back on the 

years I’ve known Bruno Cua, I’ve only know him to be a hardworking young man who stood by 

what he believed in, never hesitated to help a friend out regardless of the favor, and he will go far 

in this world if he utilizes his God-given skills to their fullest. 

 

Sincerely, 

Joel Crank  
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Subject: Character 

Reference February 7, 

2021 

From, 

Michael 

Stone 

2295 Greenview Cove 

Drive Wellington, FL 

33414 

 
To Whom it may Concern, 

I have known Bruno Cua his entire life. I have worked with his mother Alise professionally in 

the Animal Health Industry and have been personal friends with both his father Joseph and 

Alise Cua for over 20 years. Bruno was raised by these two hardworking professionals that 

taught him respect, generosity, patriotism, and love of God. 

Since Bruno’s childhood I have witnessed his respect for adults and his peers. He has always 

addressed my wife and me with respect, “Hello Mr. Stone, how are you”. He has treated my 

children with respect and generosity. Whether it was making them lunch or teaching them 

how to build something better or repair a four-wheeler, Bruno has been a kind and generous 

young man with his time and high intelligence. 

In my conversations with Bruno he has always shared a love for our country. He frequently 

would fly the American flag at home and on his truck. 

I know Bruno to be a constructive and creative young man. He is frequently building and 

constructing things. This includes incredible play forts he builds for himself and friends. I 

know Bruno only as a positive and productive person that loves his family, friends, country, 

and God. I have never witnessed him otherwise. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael Stone 
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Letter for Bruno. 
 

I’m Sophia Wilkerson and I am 20 years old. I’ve known Bruno for almost 4 years, and 

in those 4 years, Bruno has shown me how to be strong, but forgiving. He has shown me how 

to speak out against bullies, and defend the weak. Bruno is a strong person who just requires 

good guidance. He is kind-hearted and so intelligent. I remember when I first met him in 9th 

grade. He took me to his house and showed me this amazing 3 story treehouse he was 

building by himself. This was the first time I’d ever seen a 15 year old build a treehouse from 

the ground up. He took me inside where his mother, Alise Cua, was making dinner. She 

welcomed me with open arms and immediately asked all about me. Her heart is so kind, as 

well as her husband’s, Joe Cua. 

Nico, Bruno’s little brother, comes in shortly after. Bruno showed him how to correctly 

dissect a fish that Nico caught, so that it would be cooked properly. The Bruno I know is a 

person full of compassion, leadership, kindness, and so much more. He is a teenager who 

makes mistakes, but how can we expect teenagers to never act on emotions when society 

fuels those emotions all of the time? Social media and society actively work with teenagers to 

turn them against each other. Let’s not pretend that depression and anxiety rates massively 

increased in teens over the last 7 years. So here I am, writing this letter, hoping and praying 

that you decide to have compassion on a good-hearted teenager. 
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From: Josh Christopher <joshchristopher1@yahoo.com> 

Date: Sun, Feb 7, 2021 at 11:24 AM 

Subject: Bruno Letter 

 

 

 

Good afternoon,  

 

  I just wanted to start this letter of by saying thank you for the opportunity to speak on this young man’s 

behalf. I have known the Cua family for a while. Countless dinners and great conversations allowed me to get 

to know each one of the family members really well. Bruno has a leader vibe about him. Not many eighteen 

year olds are driven like him. To see how well he works with his hands, building treehouses for his little 

brother and friends, taking time to help his mother when Mr. Cua is gone. It’s not hard to see how amazing this 

young man is. It is very easy to like Bruno because you can see how faith filled he is, how loving he is, and how 

caring he is for those that come around him. He’s a blessed young man with an incredible future.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  Josh  
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To Whom It May Concern, 

 

We are Bob and Karen Stewart, and we live in Milton, GA, down the street from the Cuas. We've known the 

family, including Bruno Cua, for around 5 years. The Cuas are active in all things in our community, from 

church to school to athletics. They're simply a great American family.  

 

Bruno is a passionate young man with a love for the outdoors and for the great country we live in. He has been 

the 'older kid' several times when his younger brother and his friends (a few of whom are our boys) have 

needed a little oversight and chaperoning as they play around outdoors. Our sons have always come back from 

being at the Cuas with smiles on their faces as they describe the cool tree forts and go carts that Bruno has 

made, repaired, etc. We've entrusted our boys to his oversight several times because we trust him to be 

responsible.  

 

We're writing this letter as a reference and testament to Bruno's character. He's a young, impressionable, 

patriotic outdoorsman- not a criminal. If there's any lesson that he's needed to learn from this episode, we'll bet 

that it's already been fully comprehended and that no additional measures are necessary. 

 

Thank you for considering our sentiments.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob & Karen Stewart  

770.712.9016 
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I am so saddened to hear what has happened. As a teacher who has known Bruno for the last five or more years, 

I have seen him grow and develop into an incredible young man. Bruno has a heart of gold and many amazing 

talents. I have seen him stand up for others and become saddened when friends are hurt or wounded. Bruno is 

hardworking and is a genius when it comes to design and building. He would not wish harm on anyone and 

would protect those around him. He has been a friend to my own boys, and it is a friendship that they cherish. 

They, too, are horrified to think that Bruno would be taken from his family so harshly and suddenly. Let me 

know if there is anything I can do to assist. I would be happy to stand for Bruno. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Hughes 
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February 7, 2021 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
My name is Susan Millsaps. I am a widow, mother, Certified Youth Development Professional, 

licensed Realtor and small business owner. As a resident of Cherokee County, Georgia I wear 

many hats personally and professionally and have encountered many different people with 

various giftings, integrity and personalities. 

 
My daughter attended her freshman to senior year of high school with Bruno. Through the  

years I had the joy of hearing stories of Bruno Cua….an industrious, kind hearted, delightful 

young man. It was not until July, 2019 that I had the privilege of actually meeting him and 

working with him. I hired Bruo along with several other young students to help me demolition 

an investment property I had purchased and decided to remodel and live in. Bruno worked 

for me for several months during that summer. I HAVE NEVER met a more intelligent, 

industrious,  young man. This young man was and still is the epitome of a young man with 

his head on  straight and his boots strapped up ready to face any challenge that may be 

thrown at him. 

 
Youth can make many mistakes in their young life. Mistakes and malicious intent are two 

very different things. It is my desire that you will consider the whole of Bruno Cuo’s character 

and life when bringing this young man before you.  

more. Sincerely, 

Susan Millsaps 
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 February 7, 2021 

To whom this may concern, 

 

 My Name is Kaylin Morris, My husband and I live in Canton, Ga and we have three little girls who are our 

biggest blessings. The following is my letter concerning Bruno Cua. 

 

 The Cua family became a part of our Church over a year ago, and I’m so blessed to even know them. Our 

church is very small, probably about 20 people, so we are all very close and have become  family to each other. The 

last year I’ve watched their family in awe. They truly are the most kind and generous family you’ll ever meet. Lazy 

or unhelpful is a word that would never be used to describe the children, especially Bruno. He had a You Tube 

channel and I would find myself watching video after video as he would show himself building HUGE tree houses 

for families, or helping his friend fix his truck, or pulling stuck trucks out of ditches with his new winch, or taking 

his little brother on adventures such as fishing, out mudding on his four wheeler, or hunting. He’s full of drive, heart, 

and a love for people and this country.  

 During COVID his father lost his job and they went through 2020 barely making ends meet yet that’s when 

I saw Jesus shine the brightest through their family. As a kid using your free time to work odd jobs making money, 

usually the LAST thing you would do is give it away, especially with your family in a tough spot financially, yet 

that’s what he did. My dad told me that Bruno was “out-giving” everyone else at the church and I was shocked to 

say the least. It is just a testament of his heart and the kind of man his family raised him to be. A giver. Another time 

I was struck by Bruno’s heart was on Thanksgiving. His family invited a lot of families in the community over that 

didn’t have family in town, and a lot of the kid’s friends as well hoping they might get a chance to love on them and 

share Jesus with them. As if this wasn’t sweet enough, Joe, the father, had been out of a job about 10 months now, 

yet here they were roasting a WHOLE pig for all of US. As the night went on I was able to see all of the kids, 

especially Bruno, loving in action. He was with his friends the whole night, but also had a shadow following him the 

whole night that he didn’t chase off, and that’s his little brother Niko. I remember watching Bruno in awe because as 

one of five kids and having an older brother myself, I know how rare that is. My brother wouldn’t even let me in the 

same room as him, because I was “embarrassing” and “annoying”  little sibling always trying to follow him around. 

Yet, I was watching Bruno not only let Niko and his group of friends follow him around, he welcomed it. I watched 

as he played catch with the little ones, then walked them all back to his workshop and was showing them around as 

they “ooed” and “aahed.” To finish off the evening he took all the kids at the party, which was a lot, on a tour of his 

tree house on the property which is 3 stories tall including lookout towers, drawbridges, and everything else a kid’s 

dream fort would have included. And he wasn’t annoyed them stopping every two seconds with one kid afraid of 

being up so high, or another going too fast. He was just genuinely happy to watch all of these kids enjoy what he 

created.  

 So all of that to say, Bruno is a part of the sweetest, most caring and sacrificially loving family you will 

ever meet. He has a heart for people. He’s extremely skilled and hardworking. He loves God, his family, and this 

country, and I know God has called him to be a leader and I know he will be just that.  

 

Sincerely, 

Kaylin Morris 
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February 7, 2021 

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

After reading an article about the arrest of Bruno Cua on www.ajc.com yesterday that was extremely one-sided, 

I thought that it was appropriate to provide information about the Bruno Cua that I have known for over 5 

years. 

Bruno Cua is a polite young man who always responds in the traditional Southern way using “Yes Ma’am” and 

“No Ma’am”.   His parents have raised him to work hard.  This work ethic is evident when he has done odd jobs 

for me over the years and he always completes them to the best of his ability and in a timely manner.   His 

excellent carpentry/building skills were appreciated when helped to lay a safe foundation for a treehouse for my 

son.   

Like many American families, the Bruno Cua was introduced to hunting as a child by his father.  They take 

annual hunting trips and Bruno is comfortable around guns from these excursions.   I have seen Bruno with 

guns and how he handles them in a safe manner.   When my son got a BB gun, it was nice to have Bruno 

reiterated to him the need for safety with any firearm as my son respected his knowledge and listened to his 

peer . 

I have always looked at Bruno and felt that he represents the exuberance of youth.   He has a lot of passion and 

uses rhetoric to express his feelings on many issues.   His passions make him appear at a distance to be a 

rebellious teenager  but in my opinion, this is a misnomer as I have seen him show the utmost respect and 

fidelity to his parents and honor their wishes. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Kari Angstadt 
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February 7, 2021 

 

 

To whom this may concern, 

 

 

My name is Elianna Meade, my family met the Cua family at church and have continued to grow closer and 

closer to them outside of church. 

 

You can spend one day with the Cua family and see how close and loving they are toward each other. Being 

around their family I have been blown away by the respect Bruno and his siblings have towards people and 

their parents. I am 24 years old and don’t see respect like that very often from people his age or my age even. 

Bruno is extremely considerate and hard working, helping and thinking of other people. I have been really 

impressed with his character and how he carries himself every time I see him. 

 

You may be in danger of getting a really cool treehouse built in your back yard if you let Bruno come over but 

that is the only danger he could present I believe! He is a really great kid with a very loving family. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Elianna Meade 
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Shannon Penrod 

1375 Edwards Mill Rd. 

Ball Ground, GA 30107 

7th February 2021 

 

 

RE:  Bruno Cua Character Witness 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 

 

I’m writing as a character witness for Bruno Cua. 

Bruno has been in our home and around our children on many occasions, as our children have also 

spent significant time at the Cua household.  We do not allow our kids to go to just anyone’s home. 

We know that we can trust them to keep our kids safe and to provide a caring and nurturing 

environment.   

Our sons are thirteen years old and look forward to spending time with Bruno and his younger 

brother, Nico. Bruno has a wholesome desire for teaching younger people about the outdoors.  Not at 

any time have we ever heard anything inappropriate regarding Bruno’s conduct.  If there was 

anything remotely inappropriate, we would confront the family about it. 

Furthermore, our sons describe Bruno as fun-loving, adventurous, and kind.  

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

Shannon Penrod 
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To Whom it May Concern, On behalf of Bruno Cua: 

 

I met the Cua family through youth sports in Milton, GA in 2013.  I've coached Bruno's younger 

brother, Nico, for many years in sports.  In this time of social interaction, I came to know Joe, 

Alise, Nico, and Bruno in a personal way.  Joe and Alise are wonderful people with a heart for 

the community.  I do have limited interaction with their daughter, Nina, but she seems to 

exemplify the same goodwill spirit of the family. 

 

The Cua family has proven over and over to be stable, and assets to the community.  They create 

a safe space environment for children to come play, eat, and sleep without concern.  Our children 

visit on a regular basis and vice versa.   

 

Our thirteen year old sons interact with Bruno at their home regularly.  They have nothing 

negative to say about Bruno.  In the contrary, they look forward to hanging out with Nico and his 

older brother.  As a parent, I am skeptical of older siblings as they can be a detriment to 

introducing younger kids to negative things that are not age appropriate. Bruno has been 

exemplary in every aspect of character that I have experienced  in the years I've known him. 

 

Bruno has offered his own time to show my kids how to build a tree house.  He has never asked 

for anything and even offered materials and help.  I know Bruno as a kind soul who wants to 

help people.  We trust Bruno. 

  

At a recent political rally, I witnessed Bruno asking the State Police if he could drive his truck 

with his flag in the parking lot.  They said it was fine, so he did it safely and I witnessed it. 

 

I strongly believe that Bruno is a well meaning young man with his own opinions.  Those 

opinions should not interfere with his future.  To my knowledge, he doesn't mistreat people and 

is not an threat to people, but he is an asset to those who know him. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Dan Penrod 

1375 Edwards Mill Rd. 

Ball Ground, GA 30107 
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