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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  ) 
      ) 
  v.    ) 21-CR-128 (APM) 
      ) 
JESSICA WATKINS   ) 
 

CLARIFICATION TO DEFENDANT’S MOTION FOR RELEASE AND ADDITIONAL 
LETTER OF SUPPORT   

 
  

Jessica Watkins, through counsel, respectfully submits this clarification to her motion for 

release pending the outcome of her case.  Counsel apologizes for being less than clear on a 

couple of points raised in the original motion – something that unfortunately became obvious by 

media inquiries.  Counsel in no way meant to imply that Ms. Watkins met with the Secret 

Service.  A better verb would have been “encountered.”  Ms. Watkins spoke with Secret Service 

members early in the day when she was coming through the check in point for the VIP area.  The 

point counsel was attempting to make was that she encountered law enforcement, including 

Secret Service officer on her way to providing security for the rally.  She was given directives 

about things she could and could not do, including directions to leave all tactical gear outside of 

the VIP area, and she abided by all of those directives.  Ms. Watkins does not suggest that she 

has any direct knowledge that her role as security was sanctioned by anyone other than people 

involved in organizing the rally.  She certainly did not mean to suggest that she was hired by the 

U.S. Secret Service to perform security.  Counsel again apologizes for any confusion created by 

the inartful language used in the motion. 

Second, Ms. Watkins wants the Court to know that she has not been mistreated by the 

staff at the D.C. Central Treatment Facility.  To date, while in the custody of the D.C. 

Case 1:21-cr-00028-APM   Document 29   Filed 02/22/21   Page 1 of 2



2 
 

Department of Corrections, she has been treated with respect and dignity.  That was not her 

experience prior to her arrival in the District of Columbia.  Counsel has been contacted by the 

Butler County Sherriff’s Department, which disputes the description of Ms. Watkins’ treatment 

at their facility, but acknowledges she was placed on suicide protocols.  Ms. Watkins denies ever 

being suicidal or expressing suicidal thoughts, and stands by her assertions that she was placed 

on suicide watch for retaliatory reasons despite repeated assertions that she was not suicidal.  

Finally, Counsel is attaching an additional letter of support that arrived after the prior 

submission.   

  Respectfully submitted,   

 

  A. J. KRAMER 
  FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER   

      /s/                                
_____________________________     
Michelle Peterson                    

  Chief Assistant Federal Public Defender 
  625 Indiana Avenue, NW   
  Washington, DC 20004  

  (202) 208-7500   
  Shelli_Peterson@fd.org 
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To those who will listen: 

Jessica Watkins has been a friend to me for many years; at one point she was just another member of 

my family, and I considered her a sister. The Jess that I know pre-dates the events of January 6th and you 

cannot imagine my disappointment and confusion as I have followed her story in the news.  

 That said, I believe that I still know Jess well enough to assert the following: Jess loves her 

country, and is a proud American, and for her to have committed to such an extreme event, she must 

have truly, truly believed she was doing what was best for all Americans. I am not saying that I condone 

or agree with any of her actions, or her statements private or public, but I ask you to consider that she 

had intent to do good that day, and that her intent to do good was manipulated by forces more deeply 

involved in insurrection, and that she never intended to become a terrorist. 

 Since I have known Jess, she has always struggled to find her place in a world that has let her 

down time and again. When I met her, she was already an ex-soldier, and after some time I learned why 

she couldn’t be very public with her military service. Not because she wasn’t proud to have been in the 

Army, but the Army wasn’t proud to have her. Yet that did not stop Jess from choosing to serve her 

country any way she could; later on in life Jess became a firefighter for Stoney Point fire department in 

North Carolina and saved many lives. It was a thankless job that she did not do for personal gain. She 

rendered aid to innumerable civilians in need while she struggled to keep her own lights on at home. 

She was a well respected and, to my knowledge, decorated member of her department.  

 Even after her separation from the department, Jess was avid in her attempts to give back to the 

community. I remember taking photographs when Lakeview Apartments caught fire; Jess had noticed 

the smoke and we went over because she was insistent on lending her skills to the active firefighters at 

the scene. She filled air bottles and gave first aid to any who needed it, even though she was only there 

as a volunteer. She is a kind person with a servant’s heart. When she moved to Ohio, she finally started 

getting a foothold in life, and even at this critical stage where she needed every penny she could save, 

Jess thought of others and provided a platform for my wife and I to start our own life. And while we 

later had a falling out, I know that her intentions were always noble and that my friend had not changed 

at her core. 

 In the months that followed, through sparse communications, I learned that Jess had been 

attending some of the protests around the country, again to render aid to civilians in need. I believe that 

she did this because she still has a servant’s heart, and because she loves America and Americans. I have 

to believe that surreptitious and untrustworthy individuals played on the stresses of Jess’s life and 

manipulated her to take advantage of her many skills. I have to believe that Jess would have never 

participated in the attack on the 6th if she had not been so purposefully misguided by those who stood 

to wield her experience as a weapon against this country.  For lack of a better term, I believe my friend 

was brainwashed by those deeply entrenched in conspiratorial beliefs, and that (as has been a matter of 

record with her) Jess’s feelings outpaced her brain.  

My friend is an idiot, and I have never been more angry or upset with her in my life, but I do not 

believe that she wanted to become a terrorist that day. I don’t believe that she is wholly unaccountable 

for her actions – nor do I believe she should or would want to be – but I urge the court from my humble 

place as an ordinary citizen to show the mercy that I know Americans are capable of.  
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I know that given the opportunity, Jess can be trusted to return and stand trial. I would argue that it is of 

critical importance that she be given the opportunity to return to reality and seek deprogramming 

beforehand. I believe that Jess can learn from her mistakes and will willingly take any punishment that 

she has earned, and that she is not a danger to her community. Please consider granting her bail. Thank 

you for your time. 

        Zach H. 
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