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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

V. : 1:21-CR-204-BAH

ERIC CHASE TORRENS
DEFENDANT’S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM

Defendant Eric Chase Torrens ("Mr. Torrens™) submits this Memorandum to assist the
Court in imposing a reasonable “sentence sufficient, but not greater than necessary” for his
conviction of parading, demonstrating, or picketing in a Capitol building, in violation of 40
U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(G).* Based on the factors set forth in 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a), Mr. Torrens’
limited actions, his cooperation with the government, his commendable post-arrest conduct, his
unconditional acceptances of responsibility and demonstrated deep feeling of remorse, and his
essential role and responsibilities as custodial co-parent of his five-year-old daughter, counsel
respectfully recommends and requests that this Court sentence Mr. Torrens to a period of
supervised probation, with appropriate conditions, in order to continue his rehabilitation, protect
the community, and allow him to re-earn the trust and respect of his family, his community, and

himself.2

! The offense is a Class B misdemeanor that meets the definition of a “petty offense.” A term of
supervised release is inapplicable. The voluntary U.S. Sentencing Guidelines do not apply. PSR
172,73, 75.

2 Counsel has communicated with the author of the draft Nonguideline Misdemeanor
Presentence Investigation Report (“PSR”), and anticipates no objections to the final PSR.
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DISCUSSION

. History and Characteristics of the Defendant, Eric Torrens

Eric Chase Torrens is twenty-eight years old. He grew up in immigrant family in the Tampa,
Florida area.® There, he graduated from high school in 2011 and briefly attended a local
community college.* Higher education was a poor fit for him. He entered the workforce.

While still in Florida, Mr. Torrens entered a relationship with S.B.> Together the two of them
had a child. V.® She is about to turn 6 years old. Both Mr. Torrens and S.B. had limited
employment prospects in Florida. They decided to move. Mr. Torrens’ cousin helped him get a
job at a heating and cooling business where his cousin worked, and they moved to Gallatin,
Tennessee in late 2016.” Once in Gallatin, Mr. Torrens obtained a full-time job in a warehouse
with Gap, Inc.® He worked there for three years, before changing to a less physically and
intellectually monotonous job at Walmart, where he worked for a year. He lost that job when his
participation in the January 6 Capitol event was publicized.® Out of work for about three weeks,
Mr. Torrens obtained a new job on February 22, 2021 and has maintained that employment.*©
His position is a Team Leader at MPack Solutions.! His supervisor has written a letter of

support: “[Eric] regularly manages 5-10 people. . . Eric has always dealt with people kindly and

3 Mr. Torrens is Hispanic/Latino.

* PSR 1 51.

® Counsel uses initials to protect her privacy in this public filing. Her full name is at PSR { 41.
® Counsel uses the first initial to protect the child’s privacy. Her full name is at PSR { 41.
Counsel also redacts her name in the letters attached as exhibits.

"PSR 1 57.

8 PSR 1 56.

9 PSR 1 55.

10 Hired through a temp organization, his employer provides a letter of verification and support,
see Letter, Ashley McLemore, All-Star Personnel (Aug. 20, 2021) (Exhibit 2), and the PSR
verified current employment.

11 PSR 9 54.
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given everyone under him many chances to succeed.”*? His supervisor continues, “I have never
heard Eric make light of the situation or his involvement, all I have personally seen from him is
remorse.” 3

Mr. Torrens and S.B. separated in January 2019. In 2019, V. primarily lived with her mother;
Mr. Torrens had slightly less than 1/3 time with V. In December 2019, Mr. Torrens filed a pro se
petition for joint custody of V. S.B., represented by family law counsel, fought joint custody. In
October 2020, S.B. sought court permission to relocate with V. from Tennessee to the state of
Washington. Mr. Torrens obtained counsel. On July 21, 2021, after a three-day trial, the family
court ordered that Mr. Torrens and S.B. would share 50/50 joint custody of V. in Tennessee.'*
The court order sets a week-on-week-off parenting schedule from Sunday at 6:00 p.m. until the
following Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Because V. had seen both her mother and father almost every day
of her life, the family court judge also ordered each parent to have midweek overnight visits,

with pickup from school on Wednesday until the following morning at school drop-off. The

court established a vacation schedule. There is family court review in December 2021.

12 etter, Austin Gregory, Production Manager, Mpack Solutions (undated) at 1 (Exhibit 3).
Bd. at 2.

14 The pre-sentence report writer was provided with the 16-page Final Order and its attachments.
See PSR { 42.
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Mr. Torrens’ daughter is unquestionably the most important part of his life. “This is his only
child whom he loves dearly, and now lives just for, my only granddaughter. Eric revolves
everything around her life.”*® “Nothing has brought me more joy than watching Eric care for and
love is daughter, V[]. She is the best thing in his life. Anytime he speaks of her, he just lights

up. . . . Eric is a wonderful father who works very hard to provide for his daughter.”*®

15 |_etter, Eric Torrens, Father of the Defendant (undated) at 1 (Exhibit 4); Letter of Jacqueline
Torrens, Defendant’s Mother (undated) (“My son is a kind, loving, and caring person as well as
an awesome dad.”) (Exhibit 5). Counsel has redacted Ms. Torrens’ phone number, which was
provided to the PSR writer, from this public filing.

16 Letter, Taylor Huetz, V.’s Godmother and Defendant’s First Cousin (undated) (emphasis
added) (Exhibit 7). See Letter, Marline Suarez, Defendant’s Paternal Aunt and Godmother
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Together with following all court obligations in this case, Mr. Torrens’ primary emphases
this past year was to ensure his daughter’s mom did not take V. out of the state and to establish
joint custody. Mr. Torrens fully co-parents and cares for his daughter. He gets her ready for the
day. He takes her to school and picks her up. He makes V.’s meals and shares them together. He
makes sure she is healthy and safe. They go for walks in the neighborhood and visit playgrounds,
parks, and nature. They work in the garden together. By all accounts — even it appears by his ex-
girlfriend'’ — Mr. Torrens is a loving, committed, and excellent father. V. is growing and
maturing due to the mature manner in which he and her mother put aside differences between
them to focus on her needs and care.

Mr. Torrens became addicted to Percocet about five years ago, and the stress of his custody
case and this case has caused him great anxiety. He did not want to relapse; and, therefore,
earlier this year, he obtained a prescription for suboxone from, and proactively sought counseling
and treatment at, an addiction treatment center.® Mr. Torrens has no positive urine tests. The
presentence report writer recommends substance abuse testing as a specific condition of any

supervision given his substance abuse history.®

(undated) (V. is his pride and joy. The best thing he’s ever one in life was to become a father. []
In seeing first hand his interactions with his daughter, | can attest that | was so proud to witness
what an attentive, empathetic and loving father he is.”) (Exhibit 8); Letter, Caroline Dumas,
Family Friend (Oct. 7, 2021) (“I could see him teaching while playing and having so much fun. I
knew he was a special dad but this was unusual.”) (Exhibit 9).

17 PSR § 41.

18 PSR 11 49, 50.

¥ PSR §77.
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Mr. Torrens has no prior criminal record.?’ This is his very first arrest. Family members
and friends describe him as a law-abiding person and considerate father, son, friend, employee,
and neighbor.?

Both undersigned counsel and Mr. Torrens’ family attorney observe Mr. Torrens to be quiet,
reserved, almost shy, and seemingly even less emotionally mature, more emotionally pliable than
his years of 28. Counsel writes this not to be critical of Mr. Torrens. We naturally grown in
maturity, wisdom, and self-regard as we age and experience different life events. Indeed, this
event has been a searing experience from which Mr. Torrens has been forced to learn much.

1. Nature and Circumstances of the Offense

In January of this year, Mr. Torrens was working at Walmart. There, he became friends with
“Juan,” who is co-defendant Jack Griffith. Mr. Griffith is a dynamic, voluble, and charismatic
person. Mr. Griffith and Mr. Torrens shared support for President Trump in the 2020 election.
Both Mr. Griffith and Mr. Torrens shared support of President Trump after the 2020 election, as
the then-President and his supporters pressed a false disinformation campaign that the election
was stolen and that Mr. Trump should remain in the White House for the next four years.
President Trump announced that he was going to speak at a rally on the Ellipse on January 6,

2021 in Washington, D.C. Mr. Torrens had never before been to Washington, D.C. Mr. Griffith

20 PSR 11 31, 32.

21 See, .., the letter from Brandy Eddings, his neighbor and the single mother of three children.
She writes that Mr. Torrens “has been a Godsend. There are many days that I am without
transportation. Eric does not hesitate to assist me.” Letter of Brandy Eddings (undated) at 1-2
(Exhibit 10). She also confirms Mr. Torrens’ loving relationship with V. — Her daughter and V.
play together, and she sees Mr. Torrens’ gardening, going for walks, and visiting the pool with
V. Id. at 2. Many 20-somethings fail at the respect and politeness that earlier generations follow.
But Mr. Torrens understands being considerate: “I love getting pictures of the two of them
together. I’ve asked Eric to send me pictures and he does.” Caroline Dumas, supra note 16

(Exhibit 9).
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suggested that Mr. Torrens drive them to President Trump’s rally together. To Mr. Torrens, it
seemed like a fun trip to give his support to President Trump.

Mr. Torrens and Mr. Griffith arrived on January 5, 2021 to attend the rally. Mr. Torrens had
no plan or intent to visit the U.S. Capitol. None. He was here for the rally.

They attended the rally on January 6, 2021. It was exciting. The President and many of his
supporters spoke and fired-up the already energized crowd. Mr. Torrens felt the excitement of
the crowd and moment. At the conclusion of President Trump’s barnburner event, many of the
rallygoers made their way down the avenue to the U.S. Capitol. Mr. Griffith wanted to go. Mr.
Torrens was indecisive and ambivalent. There were thousands of people in a large city unknown
to him. He and Mr. Griffith planned to make the long drive back to Tennessee that night. Mr.
Torrens did not want to get separated from Mr. Griffith. The two of them joined the crowd and
walked to the Capitol.

At the Capitol, the rally crowd — and others who had come to Washington, D.C. with the
expressed intent to protest/demonstrate/agitate/storm/breach/attack the U.S. Capitol and
interfere/prevent/disrupt certification of the vote count of the Electoral College — was large, loud,
and boisterous. Certain individuals in the crowd pushed past exterior barricades to the building
and forced entry into the building. Mr. Torrens was not among that group of people.

Mr. Torrens arrived about 10-15 minutes later. He was on the Capitol grounds outside the
Capitol from 2:12 to 2:14. There, Mr. Torrens could see people throwing things at the police and
that the police were overwhelmed. Discovery shows that the FBI observed that the was no

evidence that Mr. Torrens had any weapons or used any violence. Further, the FBI concluded,
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“No photos/videos evidence Torrens saw weapons or violence.”??> Mr. Torrens looked around
and was in a selfie photo or two of Mr. Griffith. Along with thousands of others, Mr. Torrens
was wrongly located in what was a restricted space demarcated with barriers that had been
knocked down or moved.

Earlier that day at the rally, Mr. Torrens and Mr. Griffith ran into Mr. Bledsoe. They had first
met Mr. Bledsoe at a rest stop on the drive to Washington, D.C. Outside the Capitol, they saw
Mr. Bledsoe again. Many people were going inside the Capitol. It was clear that entry was
without permission. There was a door in which someone else had broken a window, and other
persons were using it to go inside the building. Mr. Torrens and Mr. Griffith followed a stream of
others and went through the broken door. Mr. Torrens knew this was wrong at the time but did it
anyway.

Prior to their going inside, a selfie video of the two of them was taken by another and posted
on social media by another Mr. Torrens is depicted as saying, “We’re going in.” Counsel agrees
with the FBI agent’s conclusion reflected in discovery that Mr. Torrens’ voice “sounds excited
rather than threatening.” Mr. Torrens was connected to Mr. Griffith — the FBI observes: “Torrens
was only talking to and obviously with one person.” Mr. Torrens recalls, “My friend and I
entered through a door that had been forced open. It wasn’t a door for the public to use. It was
something that the mob took and misused.”?3

The line of people walked in public areas to a rotunda with many statutes of notable (both

famous and infamous) Americans (the “Crypt”). Mr. Torrens and Mr. Griffith stayed for just a

22 Mr. Torrens told the FBI that he saw people throwing objects at the police. Earlier, upon his
return to Tennessee, he had told his mother that he saw people throwing objects and not the other
violence that had been shown on TV, as documented in the FBI report of its interview of his
mother.

23 PSR 1 28.
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few minutes, exited the Crypt at 2:28 p.m., and retraced their steps the short distance to exit
through the same door in which they had entered, in compliance with directions of police
officers. Mr. Torrens was in the building for approximately ten minutes. Mr. Torrens returned
home to Gallatin, Tennessee that day/night. Upon returning home, he went to work the next day.
He did not brag or post about the trip. It was done.

Mr. Torrens did not come to Washington, D.C. to go to the Capitol or to disrupt the
certification of the Electoral College. He had no weapons. He committed no violence. He
damaged no property. He shouted no incendiary exhortations or threats. He is guilty of the
misdemeanor petty offense of parading, demonstrating, or picketing in a Capitol building, in
violation of 40 U.S.C. 88 5104(e)(2)(G) & 5109(b). He exhibited no aggravating conduct during
the event.

I11.  Post-Arrest Conduct and Acceptance of Responsibility

Nor did Mr. Torrens exhibit any aggravating conduct after the event. He posted nothing on
social media about the trip. He went back to work — chagrined about his extending the trip from
the Ellipse to the Capitol and worried that he had made a big mistake. Mr. Bledsoe who was
from the same county in Tennessee, had posted the pre-entrance selfie video on social media,
and Mr. Griffith talked about the trip back at their Walmart jobsite. News media heightened
attention to the video and Mr. Torrens’ presence with Mr. Griffith. A concerned citizen reported
Mr. Torrens to the FBI shortly after January 6th.

On February 1, 2021, FBI agents visited Mr. Torrens at his job at Walmart. Mr. Torrens
voluntarily spoke with the FBI in a recorded interview. He admitted his participation and

conduct.?* He provided his cell phone to the FBI. He was arrested.

24 PSR  22.

10
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After being presented in the federal district court in Nashville, Mr. Torrens’ initial
appearance here was February 8, 2021, at which time undersigned counsel was appointed.
Pretrial Services has supervised Mr. Torrens since February 1, 2021. Pretrial Services reports his
full compliance with all conditions:2> Mr. Torrens regularly reported to pretrial services, abided
by his travel restrictions, committed no crimes, and cut off Mr. Griffith from his life (and will
continue to do so after sentencing).?® Indeed, “Friends/demonstrators/protestors/MAGA-focused
people — Eric doesn’t hang around them or talk to them.”?’

Additionally, Mr. Torrens appeared timely and non-disruptively at all virtual hearings in this
matter. In February 2021, he voluntarily consented to a forensic examination of his cell phone.

The government provided Mr. Torrens with a plea offer on July 14, 2021. The offer expired
on September 3, 2021. Mr. Torrens promptly signed the plea paperwork and statement of facts
on July 28, 2021,28 which counsel forwarded that same day to the government so that the
government could promptly request that the Court set for a change of plea hearing. Mr. Torrens
accepted responsibility and entered his plea of guilty on August 19, 2021. In meeting with the

probation officer preparing the Presentence Report, Mr. Torrens expressed clear, definite, and

unequivocal acceptance of responsibility and remorse:

25 PSR 1 11.

26 Mr. Torrens no longer worked with Mr. Griffith, which simplified avoiding contact. Mr.
Torrens had different conditions of release imposed on him by the federal court in Tennessee.
The Tennessee pretrial office also continued those conditions for an additional week or so after
February 8", with Mr. Torrens’ compliance.

2'Eric Torrens, Defendant’s Father at 2, supra note 15 (Exhibit 4). See Jacqueline Torrens,
Defendant’s Mother (My son has no involvement with any type of radical group or political
platform.”), supra note 15 (Exhibit 5).

'In the interim two weeks, undersigned counsel accessed and viewed the discovery on the USAfx
database system to fulfill his ethical responsibilities of competence and diligence and negotiated
modest corrections to the Statement of Facts until completion of a final version. Mr. Torrens
promptly signed the finalized version of the Statement of Facts.

11
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| am very sorry for participating in the actions at the U.S. Capitol on
January 6th. | had not even thought about going there when | agreed to
join my friend to go to President Trump's rally on the National Mall that
day. | supported President Trump, and | thought it would be cool to attend
the rally in his support. That was it. When the rally was over, there was
this movement toward the Capitol. | didn't put much thought into what |
was doing. My friend wanted to go that way; given all the crowds, | didn't
want to get separated. | also was excited about being part of this large

group.

When we got closer to the Capitol, it was a mess. There were so many
people. There were so many more people than there were police officers.
People were throwing things at the police. | should have just gotten out of
there. Instead, | kept going. That was a decision that | made. It was also a
mistake. | got caught up with the mob, and by being there, | became part
of the mob. | regret that, and | really feel bad about it.

Many people had gone into the building before me. It was like a line. My
buddy and | followed behind. We didn't have permission to enter the
building, and | knew then that we didn't have permission. | knew that we
were trespassing, or more, but | did it anyway - along with my friend and
everyone else. My friend and | didn't go through a door, or security, or
another like tourists. Because the people who were there that day weren't
tourists, it was a mob, including lots of angry people and as | said before,
including people who threw things at and assaulted the police.

My friend and | entered through a door that had been forced open. It
wasn't a door for the public to use. It was something that the mob took and
misused. | don't recall saying, "We're going in." But | sure did say it,
because | heard and saw myself on the cell phone video. Once inside, we
didn't do much, followed the line of people, there for like 5 or so minutes
and turned back around and left the same way we came in.

How do | feel about it now? | feel real bad. | made a huge mistake that
day. When the FBI came to my at my old job, | told them what I did. When
| was arrested, | knew that | would plead guilty - because | am guilty. My
former co-workers (I basically lost my job when my picture was on the
news), my neighbors, and my family look at my differently. I'm going to
have to tell my daughter about it someday, and how | ended up being
convicted of a crime. It won't be a experience and result that I'll be proud
to share. I'm ashamed and embarrassed about what I did. It was
wrong. And I'll never do something that again.?®

29 PSR 1 28 (emphasis added). Mr. Torrens’ father speaks of his own transferred shame: “[Eric]
knows his parents are heartbroken and Ashamed.” Eric Torrens, Defendant’s Father, at 2, supra

12
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Mr. Torrens has since reflected even more on that day and what he did. He wrote a lengthy letter
to the Court to be submitted along with this memorandum.®® Undersigned counsel understands
the Court will read the letter for itself and directs the Court to Exhibit 1. Counsel highlights Mr.
Torrens’s thoughts about his lack of reflection at the time and current concerns as to how the
police officers and other persons defending, and inside, the Capitol must have felt:

| love this county and | shouldn’t have done what | did. I’'m very sorry for
these stupid decisions and actions that | made. With this madness going
on, | saw the police being overwhelmed. But | didn’t think about the police
being overwhelmed. | didn’t think about what could have happened to any
of them. If I had thought, | would have gotten out of there. Staying there,
being part of it, that’s not the person who | think | am. Or want to be. |
really am ashamed of myself about it every day.

| feel bad about the police now when | reflect back on that day. | think
about how some of them were probably scared and thinking of their
families and wondering if they were going to make it home or not. | think
about how their families were probably watching it on TV, scared for the
officers, and wondering if the people they loved who were police officers
were going to make it home. | wish that no one had to feel that way that
day.

I’'m truly very sorry that you and everyone else involved with the court had
to even deal with these cases because no true American should ever had
participated in these actions and caused the need for court. We were
wrong that day. | apologize to the congress members and the people
inside the building as well. They must have felt threatened and been afraid
of what what [sic] was happening and all the people in the mob.3!

Human beings commit misjudgments, mistakes, and even crimes. Our humanity is found

in our ability to learn and grow from our mistakes. To err is human.®? The question is: How do

at note 15 (Exhibit 4). I can’t count how many conversations we have had regarding the hurt he
has cause to many.” Id.

30 Letter, Eric Chase Torrens, Defendant (Oct. 14, 2021) (Exhibit 1).

31 1d. (emphases in original).

32 Alexander Pope, An Essay on Criticism, Part 11 (1711).

13
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we respond to our errors? Counsel sees that Mr. Torrens has responded with apology, contrition,
and resolve to be a better person out of it. Those closest to him see it as well. His uncle, a retired
U.S. Navy underwater construction driver, observes, “I believe when there is a good and strong
foundation you can rebuild it if you acknowledge your mistakes and correct them. | have spoken
to Eric on numerous occasions, and he has apologized and is extremely ashamed and remorseful
by the dishonor he has brought to his family and country.”®

Back home, Mr. Torrens avoids the wrong people* and tries to grow and contribute to
his community. His life is primarily spent at his job and taking care of his daughters.®® Counsel
has viewed Mr. Torrens’ monthly financial records, which bear out his nose-to-grindstone,
daughter-first approach to life. Having inflicted damage on his country, he has sought to
contribute some repair: Mr. Torrens volunteers at an animal rescue organization on the
weekends. Because Mr. Torrens became infected with COVID-19 and got very sick, his
community service delayed starting. As of this writing, Mr. Torrens has participated in multiple

volunteer days, and he plans to continue to volunteer for as long as he can.*® Counsel

recommends that community service is a condition of probation.

33 Letter from Jorge L. Torrens’ Defendant’s Uncle (undated) (Exhibit 6).

3 1d. (““A rally to support and protest turned into a mob of misguided fools. Eric was not part of
any organized group and is no longer in contact with any persons connected or involved with the
demonstrations that led to the illegal entry into the U.S. Capitol.”).

% “Eric now works full time but does not make much money. His life now has just been
working, coming home and spending time with his daughter teaching and taking care of her. He
doesn’t even have a girl but a couple friends because he says it all about the daughter now.” Eric
Torrens, Defendant’s Father, supra note 15 (Exhibit 4).

3 Rather than piecemeal productions of documentation, counsel will provide the Court with
documentation of his community service by supplement in advance of the sentencing hearing.

14
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IV.  Application of the Government’s Nine Factors Supports Probation
In other January 6 cases — including that of co-defendant Griffith — the government
advocates:
While looking at the defendant’s individual conduct, we must assess such
conduct on a spectrum and with an eye towards its larger consequences. This

Court, in determining a fair and just sentence on this spectrum, should look to a

number of critical factors, to include: (1) whether, when, how the defendant

entered the Capitol building; (2) whether the defendant engaged in any violence

or incited violence; (3) whether the defendant engaged in any acts of destruction;

(4) the defendant’s reaction to acts of violence or destruction; (5) whether during

or after the riot, the defendant destroyed evidence; (6) the length of the

defendant’s time inside of the building, and exactly where the defendant traveled;

(7) the defendant’s statements in person or on social media; (8) whether the

defendant cooperated with, or ignored, law enforcement; and (9) whether the

defendant otherwise exhibited evidence of remorse or contrition. While these

factors are not exhaustive nor dispositive, they help to place each individual

defendant on a spectrum as to their fair and just punishment.®’

Here, as to being at the U.S. Capitol, Mr. Torrens came to Washington, D.C. to
participate lawfully and peacefully at a rally hosted and organized by the President of the United
States. Mr. Torrens traveled with one friend, not belonging or connected to any formal or
informal militant organizations. He followed others through a door that had been broken prior to
his arrival and entry. He engaged in no violence. He incited no violence. He engaged in no acts
of destruction. He saw people throwing things at officers but did not see any weapons or direct
confrontations. He did not encourage or participate in violence and has the mob’s actions by
calling them unlawful and wrong. He destroyed or took no evidence during or after the event.
Mr. Torrens was inside the building for only ten minutes, traveling from the door to the Crypt

and back out again. He was in public spaces at all times. He did not go anywhere near, or enter,

S’ECF 92, Government’s Sentencing Memorandum for Mr. Griffith, at 16.

15
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any offices or chambers housing members of Congress or their staffs. He stole nothing. His only
statement on scene was to express excitement about going inside.

Upon leaving the Capitol, Mr. Torrens made no incendiary or other statements afterward
— whether on social media or to persons face-to-face. He factually reported to his mother where
he had gone and what he had seen. Mr. Torrens fully cooperated with the FBI. He answered their
questions. He gave them his phone. He provided the password to his phone. He consented to a
forensic examination. He agreed to meet with law enforcement, if requested, after his plea (and
remains willing to do so). Mr. Torrens has exhibited remorse and contrition — as clearly seen in
his acceptance-of-responsibility statement to the presentence report writer and in his attached
letter to this Court. He pleaded guilty as quickly as he could — signing the final papers two weeks
after a draft was received and counsel recalls hours (perhaps it was days) after receipt of the final
statement of facts. He literally could not have accepted responsibility any sooner than he did.

The Court, not the government nor defense counsel, decides what factors matter to it, but
to the extent the government’s factors “help place each individual defendant on a spectrum as to

»38 the government’s factor strongly demonstrate that Mr. Torrens

their fair and just punishment,
fits on the lowest end of that spectrum and that a sentence of a term of probation is appropriate.

As of October 29, 2021, Mr. Torrens will be a federal convict, a designation that his own
actions earned him and one for which he is deeply ashamed. As someone charged and convicted
with a criminal offense, he has incurred a raft of collateral and informal consequences. He lost
his job at the time — especially jarring because his mother worked at the same store. And Mr.

Torrens has received repeated public shaming each time his local news media amplifies his case

in the community. Large photos of his face are presented on the internet or displayed within

8 1d.

16
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videos embedded on news media websites, capping stories that detail his criminal conduct and
association with the larger set of purposeful insurgents and vandals.®® Perhaps seen as deservedly
s0, but for the rest of his life he bears the social stigma of a rioter in one of the most infamous
events in U.S. history.

After his sentencing, Mr. Torrens will experience incrementally the other incidents of
punishment. Misdemeanor convictions are “fodder for decisionmakers as diverse as landlords,
employers, and social workers. The collateral consequences of even a minor arrest can thus have
ripple effects throughout a person’s personal and economic life.”*® In Tennessee, for example,
some employment consequences can include ineligibility for employment as a correctional
officer, for public employment, for a CDL license, a home inspector’s license, for a child care
license, to become a security guard, and (perhaps the reader can see he might aspire for given his
interest in animals) for a veterinary technician’s license.*! A conviction can place limitations on
post-secondary education.*? Faced with applications from record-free applicants and Mr.
Torrens, employers may choose to hire someone without a conviction instead of Mr. Torrens.

Mr. Torrens is still a young man. As he moves through life and explores work with greater

39 See, e.g., In video, Gallatin man cheers as he enters broken door of capitol during riots | News |
wsmv.com (Sept. 19, 2021); The Government Wants To Keep Capitol Riot Footage Secret
(buzzfeednews.com) (Aug. 30, 2021); Eric Chase Torrens pleaded gquilty to his role in the U.S.
Capital riot (tennessean.com) (Aug. 19, 2021); US Capitol Arrests: Eric Torrens INDICTED -
YouTube (July 9, 2021); Local news, tip leads FBI to Eric Torrens, arrested in Capitol riot
(tennessean.com)(Feb. 2, 2021); Gallatin man arrested in connection to U.S. Capitol riot released
from custody (tennessean.com) (Feb. 1, 2021); Gallatin man arrested on charges relating to
Capitol riots (newschannel5.com) (Feb. 1, 2021).

40 Alexandra Natapoff, Appreciating the Full Consequences of a Misdemeanor, Collateral
Consequences Resource Center (May 10, 2018), available at Appreciating the full consequences
of a misdemeanor (ccresourcecenter.org).

41 Collateral Consequences Inventory | National Inventory of Collateral Consequences of
Criminal Conviction (nationalreentryresourcecenter.org).

42 1d.
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economic potential, his criminal conduct and its resulting misdemeanor conviction will create
hurdles he has not even yet even yet contemplated. Counsel writes the foregoing not to
exaggerate the societal punitive effects of the conviction but simply to make the simple point that
a federal conviction and probation are serious, consequential matters. Mr. Torrens made his life
harder and future difficult when he went inside the Capitol, and his life will become even harder
and his future even more difficult after he is sentenced for what he did.
CONCLUSION
For these reasons and any that shall be advanced at the sentencing hearing, counsel for
Mr. Torrens respectfully requests that this Court place Mr. Torrens on supervised probation, with
such conditions as are just and appropriate.
Respectfully Submitted,
/sl EDWARD J. UNGVARSKY
Edward J. Ungvarsky
Ungvarsky Law, PLLC
114 North Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
Office - 571 207 9710
Cellular — 202 409 2084

ed@ungvarskylaw.com
Counsel for Eric Chase Torrens

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of this Memorandum was served ECF to the government and
all registered recipients on this 15th day of October, 2021.

/sl EDWARD J. UNGVARSKY
Edward Ungvarsky
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EXHIBIT 1

DEFENDANT ERIC TORRENS’ LETTER TO THE
COURT
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Federal Judge
Federal court, Washington

Dear Judge Howell,

| am writing this letter to you to say that | am sorry for my actions on
January 6" This is not this person | am or the person my parents raised me
to be at all. | am from a small town outside of Tampa FL, called Wesley
Chapel. I've had a pretty good life as an only child living on some property,
fishing and dirt bike riding with my dad out back. We also had a pool in the
back yard with a beautiful Lab dog named Coco. I've had a wonderful mom
who has been in the school system. My whole life going to school, she
worked at every school | went to so that she would be there too. I've had
great support from them. They have taught me right from wrong.

Going there that day and doing the things that | did has let them down
tremendously. | have failed them as their son after everything they have
taught me through the years.

January 6" was supposed to be just going to the rally to support Donald J.
Trump with my buddy (Juan) and that was it. He invited me to go. He said
that he had been to one before and it was fun. So | thought why not go with
someone who had a little experience.

It was fun at first like | had seen on T.V., and everyone was so pumped up.
There were people even in the trees just trying to get a glimpse of the
President. It was supposed to just be a good time gathering some photos of
landmarks and being around others who believed in what | did.

At the end of everything, lots of people were telling others to walk down to
the Capitol. As everyone started pouring into the streets, we didn’t think too
much that | was about to participate in what was soon to become a mob. At
first at the rally and right when it ended, it was like a huge party in the
streets for Fourth of July or something. It was fun at the time. That
changed. | should have left.

When we approached the Capitol taking some pictures to take home to
show family, things started to get of control. | started to see things that
shouldn’t have been done. People were throwing things at the police,

attacking them. Things started to go south pretty quickly as this group of
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people that was now a Mob was flowing up to the Capitol door. We were in
with the mob. It didn’t feel too right anymore. But | didn’t stop. | did not turn
around. | didn’t leave. | made all those mistakes myself.

With everything going on and my adrenaline going, | started to get tunnel
vison from the chaos going around. My thinking was not very straight at
that moment. | did things that | normally wouldn’t if | just took a second to
think about what was going on. | needed to back up for a second to know
that what | was doing with everyone else was all wrong. | didn’t stop to
think to realize that what we are doing — that includes me — what | was
doing is not what | stand for.

| love this county and | shouldn’t have done what | did. I'm very sorry for
these stupid decisions and actions that | made. With this madness going
on, | saw the police being overwhelmed. But | didn’t think about the police
being overwhelmed. | didn’t think about what could have happened to any
of them. If | had thought, | would have gotten out of there. Staying there,
being part of it, that's not the person who | think I am. Or want to be. | really
am ashamed of myself about it every day.

| think about my actions every day. | think about how | have let down the
country that | love so deeply. | think about how I let down my family. | think
about all the people who have seen me on the news and how that is who
they think | am.

| will have to live with this for the rest of my life. | realize that it is worse for
the officers and the other police who were attacked or felt like they might be
attacked. They have to live with that. That is worse. | have to live with what
| did and didn’t do. | have to live with this remorse.

People talk with me about what | did that day. It isn’t a “good job” message
from them. And | don’t tell anyone that what | did was right. They come up
to me and tell me how | could have done better, how | embarrassed myself,
how | risked losing my daughter, and how | was so stupid. Sometimes, |
don’t know what more | can say, because | know they are right and that
what | did is so so wrong.

| feel bad about the police now when | reflect back on that day. | think about
how some of them were probably scared and thinking of their families and
“wondering if they were going to make it home or not. | think about how their
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families were probably watching it on TV, scared for the officers, and
wondering if the people they loved who were police officers were going to
make it home. | wish that no one had to feel that way that day.

I've put myself here. | think every day about it. | see myself everywhere,
with every one knowing about me like I'm some messed up famous person.
| will never never do something like this again, that’s for sure. I'm not sure if
I'd even attend another rally of any sort because | want to avoid ever being
caught up in something like this again.

| just want to apologize for these actions one more time. | want you to know
that | am taking this very seriously. | want you to know that | am not doing
too much these days except for activities with my daughter, and that | stay
away from people who are about politics.

I’'m truly very sorry that you and everyone else involved with the court had
to even deal with these cases because no true American should ever had
participated in these ctions and caused the need for court. We were wrong
that day. | apologize to the congress members and the people inside the
building as well. They must have felt threatened and been afraid of what
what was happening and all the people in the mob. And | apologize to the
prosecutors who have to deal with these crimes that we made on January
6™,

| hope | can continue my beautiful relationship with my daughter and
continue being her father as | face my punishment. After everything is said
and done, | hope you can believe that you will never see me again because
of something like this. | have learned my lesson the hard way.

Sincerely,
Eric Chase Torrens

gﬂ{ ) EJZTKO/F@/Q 10/14/2021



Case 1:21-cr-00204-BAH Document 97-2 Filed 10/15/21 Page 1 of 3

EXHIBIT 2

ALL-STAR PERSONNEL EMPLOYMENT
VERIFICATION




Case 1:21-cr-00204-BAH Document 97-2 Filed 10/15/21 Page 2 of 3

-STAR
PERSONNEL

109 International Drive, Suite 230
Franklin, TN 37067
Phone: 615-296-0159 | Fax: 615-296-0164 | Federal ID#: 621636432

Date: 08/20/2021

RE: Eric Torrens (xxx-xx-0147)

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is to verify that we employ Eric Torrens. He began working with us on
02/22/2021. He is now a Team Leader making $14.50/hour working 40 hours per week.

If you have any further questions, please contact me at the number or email below.

Thank you,

bt Ml

Ashley McLemore

Recruiter/HR Administrator
All-Star Personnel

615-296-0159
amclemore@all-starpersonnel.com
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EXHIBIT 3
AUSTIN GREGORY — WORK SUPERVISOR
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EXHIBIT 3
AUSTIN GREGORY — WORK SUPERVISOR




i
&
i

Case 1:21-cr-00204-BAH Document 97-3 Filed 10/15/21 Page 2 of 3

The Honorable Beryl A. Howell
Chief Judge
U.S. District Court Judge
United States District Court for the District
Of Columbia
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chiet Judge Howell:

I am writing you in an attempt to convey the way 1 viewthe
charaucr of Mr. Eric Torrens. Eric is supposed to appear before : i
you for sentencing concerning his involvement in the Jan. 6 |
debacle. Eric has worked for me in various capacities over the last |r

|
|
1

two years. He started as a regular production worker but my team

and I could quickly see that Eric has a lot mor
¢ talent than
individuals. We have promoted Eric and h 2

u ¢ has became one
most critical leaders. He regul o

arly manages 5-10 peo le, which I?
sure, as you know, can be quite Chalanﬂmg These tyl;)es of m

challenges can draw out the worst in most people’s character o “u';;é-‘,
because of the high stress level involved, but Eric has always deﬁ fi y J—"""i

with people kmdly and given everyone under hlm many chances té“[h S0

succeedi S

My name is Austin Gregory, I am 30 years old [ am really e ]
just an old country boy from Hartsville Tennessee. I grew up i
rasing tobacco with my granddad and dad on our family farm, T aml-“'.]-{-l
an alcoholic, in recovery, by the grace of God. I have almost 3 b
years sober. My uncle started a company, Mpack Solutions. Ihave
worked here for 5 years and I am the Production Manager. I am
responsible for over 70 employees on most days. This is where I~

met Mr. Torrens. :

[ believe because of my life experience, working with 262%2 ¥
many people and dealing with all the issues that I’ve seen smc_e""
beginning my career, I am a fair judge of character. [ personally

believe Eric made a bad choice and that is how he feels about it.

e
=
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I do not helieve Mr. "I"orrcns' \vill ever g":-'lce '

_1&1\ sentence it W\H force us to train someone new in hIS*_':_T! J
which costs a lot of money. $,
In dosmgj, 1 \ust want to tdl y()u thd[ Eric is a Iovr'"

ststst

@&w@@

his mvo]vement all I have pusonally seen from h

¥ @ﬁ @ i @@%@&@

So IhumHly ask you to show lenincy

&&&%%& @ws&@&&@

1 Welcome@gany qucstlons Or concerns. My p

v @@@@&@@@%
£

| (615)450?4035 $My email is agl -
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EXHIBIT 4
ERIC TORRRENS — DEFENDANT’S FATHER
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The Honorable Judge Beryl A. Howell

Chief Judge

U.S. District Court Judge

United States District Court for the District of Colombia
333 Constitution Ave, N.W

Washington DC 20001

Dear Chief Judge Howell:
| am writing with great pain, and embarrassment concerning my son Eric Chase Torrens, who is
scheduled to appear before you for sentencing.

My name is Eric Torrens, father of Eric Chase Torrens. | currently reside in Dunedin, FL but

have lived in Tampa, FL a neighboring City, for over 55 years. I’'m a HS graduate, who also attend College
classes during my H.S senior year. | graduated with an A.S.Degree, in Architectural Building Construction
Engineering, and worked for Architectural firms designing buildings . I'm currently a Project Manager for
Shaw Industries a subsidiary company to Berkshire Hathaway. My parents raised me Catholic, and |
attended a Catholic private school as a youngest, as my other three siblings did. My parents struggled
after arriving to this great country in 1961, looking for freedom and a second opportunity from the
Cuban revolution with nothing to their name after fleeing. My father was a Civil Engineer, and my
mother was an educator. Both my parents taught and instilled in all four of their children hard work,
morals values and ethics, which we have taught to our children.

My Son Eric Chase Torrens was born in Tampa, Fl. and is a single child. After his fourth birthday, we
moved to the outskirts of the city to rise him more in the country, where he lived on 2 acres, so he could
grow up tearning and appreciating a slower pace and a nature life setting. There as a youngster he
joined Boy Scout for several years. We were fortunate that Eric’'s mother could stay home with him, and
take care of him until he attend Kindergarten. He attended K-12 and graduated HS. As parents we wish
and we were fortunately blessed throughout Eric’s school years not to have any issues and have the
teachers always say, “Eric is a kindhearted, and respectable student, | wish I had 25 of him”. As parents
this was a relief knowing your child had learned some of things we tried to instill in him. After HS, Eric
attended College for about a year, but felt the workplace was more for him at that time so he could be
more financially independent where he has work continuously ever since. He now has a daughter who's
five years old with an upcoming birthday on Oct 27. This is his only child whom he loves dearly, and now
lives just for, my only granddaughter. Eric revolves everything around her life. He moved to Tennessee a
few years back with his daughter’s mother. They since have had a falling out and had tried to deny him
visitation and wanted to leave to state and keep her from him. He had file for fifty percent custody and
not a hundred percent knowing and saying he could never do such a thing to keep his daughter from her
mother when he had two parents growing up. He since has won fifty percent custody of his daughter as
the courts saw that Eric has been with his daughter since her birth and is a responsible, loving,
supportive, and caring father. Eric now works full time but does not make much money. His life now has
just been working, coming home and spending time with his daughter teaching and taking care of her.
He doesn’t even have a girl, and but a couple fiends because he says it all about the daughter now.
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Since Eric’s arrest, Eric continues to work hard and dedicates all his time just to his daughter to provide
for her. He no longer even looks at social media or hangs around any friend that does. He knows his
parents are heartbroken and Ashamed. Not only has Eric never done such a thing, but he has also never
been in trouble by the law or ever been arrest before. | have had many conversations regarding his
arrest. | know he has and is taken his action seriously, embarrassed, and ashamed not only for himself
but to let his family, relative, the people of congress that represent this country. | know this is
something that scared him, was ashamed and had told me he learned a valuable lesson. Eric is a good
person. So, he would never do such a thing ever again. Eric has told me, and | know he had made a very
stupid mistake. He hasn’t even been to any rally, demonstration in his life before or ever been in volved
in such a thing. As he said, “it was a stupid mistake dad”.

Friends/ demonstrators/ protesters/ MAGA- focused people — Eric doesn’t hang around them or talk to
them. He just happen to see one of the guys at work that told him about just going to a rally and was a
spare of the moment thing and took him to a bad situation not knowing these people for what they
were worth or any of their involvement. He told me he at the time was going to a support Trump rally
and get out of time since he never gets to go anywhere always taking care of is daughter.

Honorable Judge Beryl A. Howell | know that Eric went into the US Capital without permission or
authority as part of a mob and he is to appear before you. | can’t count how many conversations we
have had regarding the hurt he has cause to many. He has remorse about all this, | ask to show some
leniency, show mercy. Please recognize Eric as good heart person, has never been in trouble before and
just made a bad choice for the first time in his life. | beg you as his parent let him keep his job, work, and
take care of his daughter. Not to lose his position which will only lead to getting evicted from his home
were his daughter also lives. Nothing of value will come from sending him to jail or prison. I'm also am
pleading to you for mercy.

I invite any follow up necessary.

Respectfully,

Eric Chase Torren’s father
Eric Torrens
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EXHIBIT 5

JACQUELINE TORRENS — DEFENDANT’S
MOTHER
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Dear Chief Judge Howell,

I'm writing concerning my son Eric Torrens who is scheduled to appear before you on
October 29th, 2021.

| have worked as an instructional assistant for elementary level delayed students for the
past 16 years. | am currently living in Gallatin Tennessee to be close to my son and
granddaughter.

As a child Eric grew up in the country and was an outside child. He helped with the
chores of keeping up our property. Cleaning the pool, cutting the grass, etc. He was
required to contribute to the household and we taught him the meaning of hard work
and earning what you have.

Eric was a good student and always followed the rules and was never in trouble. Had
the same close friends growing up and still today.

My son is a kind, loving, and caring person as well as an awesome dad. He's always
had a job and pays his own way. He spends most of his time with his daughter.

Eric thought he was going to Washington for a Trump rally. | am proud of my son for
standing up for what he believes in. Did he go about it the right way by entering the
capital, absolutely not. Eric would never hurt anyone or damage property. He has
realized the mistake he has made and has an extreme amount of remorse. My son has
no involvement with any type of radical group or political platform.

| ask that you please show leniency towards my son. Please allow him to continue to be
a great dad, to keep his job, and to keep his home he has created for himself and my
granddaughter.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or follow up.

E T |

Thank you,

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Torrens

[Letter received by email. PDF created by counsel. No edits.]
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EXHIBIT 6

JORGE L. TORRENS — DEFENDANT’S
PATERNAL UNCLE
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The Honorable Beryl A. Howell

Chief Judge

U.S. District Court Judge

United States District Court for the District of Columbia
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chief Judge Howell:

I’'m reaching out concerning my nephew Eric Chase Torrens who is scheduled to appear before you for
sentencing.

My name is Jorge L Torrens, brother to Eric’s father. | currently reside in Pensacola, Fl where | am
employed by Ameriprise Financial as an advisor. | have been a financial advisor for 30 years and
previously served in the U.S. Navy as an underwater construction diver for 6 years, honorably discharged
in 1985. | am also a father to three children, two sons and a daughter.

Prior to moving to Pensacola in 1999 my family and | lived in Tampa where my boys and Eric, being a
single child and the youngest male in a family with many nieces, grew up spending a considerable
amount of time together. Eric developed a strong bond with my son Ryan is elder by four years. Ryan
was killed on September 27%, 2019, victim of a hit and run.

I have observed Eric, throughout his life, and know him to have a courteous and considerate nature
surpassed only by his sense of loyalty and fair play. As a family of immigrants, Eric being third
generation, the American Dream meant opportunity and service and Eric had spoken of following Ryan
into the Navy to serve while learning a trade and maybe a career. The birth of VIR, his daughter
changed that trajectory and Eric has work hard to provide a financially stable home for his family while
still exploring different career options, this road has presented challenges not all successful, but he has
never given up and even relocated to Tennessee in pursue opportunity.

The death of Ryan affected Eric immensely and left a void. He lost a cousin, mentor, confidant and role
model. It is my sincere belief that Eric’s grief and support of President Trump introduced him to
individuals who misrepresented their intensions and purpose. Eric followed the ideas of others and
consequently made some bad decisions. A rally to support and protest turned into a mob of misguided
fools. Eric was not part of any organized group and is no longer in contact with any persons connected
or involved with the demonstrations that led to the illegal entry into the U.S. Capital.

| believe that when there is a good and strong foundation you can rebuild if you acknowledge your
mistakes and correct them. | have spoken with Eric on numerous occasions, and he has apologized and
is extremely ashamed and remorseful by the dishonor he has brought to his family and country.

I realize that Eric will now be punished for his crime but ask your honor to show leniency and mercy.
Since his arrest Eric has been working, taking care of his daughter, refocusing and rebuilding his life. |
know Eric will be a valued member of society and nothing good will come from sending him to jail.

As his uncle | recognize that in my grief | fail to be there for him, that will not happen again.

Respectfully,

[/ijx; A w,f/\ 619/’)4{5/(, LveS mo?' /'«SL.CL("“‘(/O
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EXHIBIT 7

TAYLOR HUETZ — DEFENDANT’S FIRST-
COUSIN AND GODMOTHER TO HIS
DAUGHTER




Case 1:21-cr-00204-BAH Document 97-7 Filed 10/15/21 Page 2 of 3

The Honorable Beryl A. Howell

Chief Judge

U.S. District Court Judge

United States District Court for the District of Columbia
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chief Judge Howell:

I am writing concerning Eric C. Torrens, who is scheduled to
appear before you for sentencing.

My name is Taylor Huetz. I am Eric’s first cousin. I was born and
raised in Tampa, FL. I attended grades K-12 in the Hillsborough
Public Schools system. I graduated from the University of South
Florida with my Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. I am
currently in my 8" year of teaching in the Hillsborough County
Public School system. I taught 3™ grade for 6 years and have been
teaching Kindergarten the past two years.

My cousin Eric and I are one year apart in age. I have very fond
memories of our childhood playing together at each other’s homes
and going away on family vacations together. Our favorite trip was
to stay on a boat-house in Tennessee. I used to attend his soccer
games and he would teach me how to fish in his backyard. We
were very close as kids, but we became even closer when he had
his daughter Vitilsgt. | am VAlE’s Godmother.

When Eric lived in Wesley Chapel, FL I would visit with him,
VR, and his family almost every weekend. Eric’s family is the
most important thing to him. He has two loving parents who have
always been there to guide and support him. Nothing has brought
me more joy than watching Eric care for and love his daughter,
V@M. She is the best thing in his life. Anytime he speaks of her,
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he just lights up. After they moved to Tennessee we would enjoy
Facetime calls with each other. He sees to it that Vil always
remembers her family back in Florida. If they came home, he
would dedicate his time to make sure that ViR got to see
everyone who loves them. Eric is a wonderful father who works
very hard to provide for his daughter. His father has told me how
hard he works in order to move up in his positions at his place of
employment.

It has never been in Eric’s character to break the law. I know he is

someone who will follow the law in the future. Eric is a good
person and a great father. Please show leniency towards him,

Thank you,

Taylo Husy

Taylor Huetz
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EXHIBIT 8

MARLENE SUAREZ — DEFENDANT’S
PATERNAL AUNT AND GODMOTHER
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The Honorable Beryl A. Howell

Chief Judge

U.S. District Court Judge

United States District Court for the District of Columbia
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chief Judge Howell:

I am writing concerning Eric C Torrens, who is scheduled to appear
before you for sentencing.

My name is Marlene Suarez. I am Eric’s paternal aunt and Godmother. I
have lived in Tampa, FL for 51 years. 1 attended parochial school in
Tampa through 12th grade and graduated from Hillsborough
Community College.

I retired from Delta Airlines and I am now a couple of years away from
retiring from Fanatics, Inc. | have two daughters. My eldest daughter is
thirty-five (35) years old, a Director of Medical Staff Services for an
acute-care hospital in California. My youngest daughter is thirty (30)
years old and works as an elementary school teacher. I was married for
thirty-three (33) years when my husband passed away from pancreatic
cancer in 2015.

My nephew, Eric, and my youngest daughter are only one (1) year apart
in age so they played often together at either my home or his. It was
wonderful for him and my daughter being so close in age and living so
close to one another. Eric went to Sunday school with my daughters
every week until his family moved across town to Wesley Chapel. Our
family was tight-knit and we did activities with the kids on weekends. As,
the kids got older, they had their own extracurricular activities and
friends. We saw each other less frequently but still got together for
birthdays, special occasions, vacations and holidays.

Eric graduated from high school and went to Pasco Community College
for a few semesters but ultimately decided it wasn’t the right fit for his
interests and pursued work. To clarify, Eric has always enjoyed being
outdoors and putting his technical skills to use. I remember his parents
“telling me he was doing very well at work and advancing in his career.
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He had been promoted to supervisor. In time, he became a father to his
daughter, Viiliss. Vigig is his pride and joy. The best thing he’s ever done
in life was to become a father. Eric would bring Vi to our homes so
we could visit with her. In seeing first hand his interactions with his
daughter, I can attest that I was so proud to witness what an attentive,
empathetic and loving father he is.

Eric made a mistake when he went to the U.S. Capitol and one that he
does not take lightly. Please show him mercy. He is a hard worker that
needs to provide and care for his daughter, Vight.

Thank you,

Marlene Suarez
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EXHIBIT 9

CAROLINE DUMAS - FRIEND OF
DEFENDANT’S MOTHER, AUNT-LIKE TO
DEFENDANT (FORMER MISSIONARY)
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October 7,2021
Chief Judge Howell,

I’'m writing this concerning Eric Torrens who is scheduled to appear before you for
sentencing.

| have known Eric for twelve years and know his mother Jackie. | have stayed In
touch with him through the birth of his daughter until the present.

My name is Caroline Dumas. | have lived in Florida for the last 21 years, WesleyChapel
the ladder fifteen. Before that my husband and two children lived In Thessaloniki
Greece, and we're missionaries for 15 years. Presently | work for our family business,
Damage Recovery Restoration. | have stayed involved with the Lords work through our
church in numerous ways.

Eric is a man with a gentle heart showering his daughter \@ill@ with attention and words
of affirmation. On one of my trips to Tennessee | witnessed this first hand Eric having
their special time together. Jackie and had coffee and waited for them to finish their
activities. | could see him teaching while playing and having so much fun. | knew he was
a special dad but this was unusual. | was going to take them out to eat. But his
dedication shined through. He is resourceful when it comes to what \ii#t needs, he
puts her first. | love getting pictures of them together, I've asked Eric to send me
pictures and he does. Eric is a wonderful person and now father.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Caroline Dumas

[Letter was received by email and formatted to a PDF document. No edits.]
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